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(HB 4903)

AN ACT to amend 1978 PA 368, entitled “An act to protect and promote the public
health; to codify, revise, consolidate, classify, and add to the laws relating to public health;
to provide for the prevention and control of diseases and disabilities; to provide for the
classification, administration, regulation, financing, and maintenance of personal,
environmental, and other health services and activities; to create or continue, and prescribe
the powers and duties of, departments, boards, commissions, councils, committees, task
forces, and other agencies; to prescribe the powers and duties of governmental entities
and officials; to regulate occupations, facilities, and agencies affecting the public health; to
regulate health maintenance organizations and certain third party administrators and
insurers; to provide for the imposition of a regulatory fee; to promote the efficient and
economical delivery of health care services, to provide for the appropriate utilization of
health care facilities and services, and to provide for the closure of hospitals or
consolidation of hospitals or services; to provide for the collection and use of data and
information; to provide for the transfer of property; to provide certain immunity from
liability; to regulate and prohibit the sale and offering for sale of drug paraphernalia under
certain circumstances; to provide for the implementation of federal law; to provide for
penalties and remedies; to provide for sanctions for violations of this act and local
ordinances; to repeal certain acts and parts of acts; to repeal certain parts of this act; and
to repeal certain parts of this act on specific dates,” by amending sections 18802 and 18838
(MCL 333.18802 and 333.18838), section 18802 as amended by 1982 PA 353.

The People of the State of Michigan enact:

333.18802 Definitions; A to S. [M.S.A. 14.15(18802)]
Sec. 18802. (1) “Abandoned by its owner” means any of the following:

(a) Failure of an owner to return to regain custody of an animal left in the custody of
a veterinarian by its owner for treatment, boarding, or other services at the scheduled
time for the animal’s return or at completion of the services.

(b) Refusal of an owner to accept custody of an animal left in the custody of a
veterinarian by its owner for treatment, boarding, or other services at the scheduled time
for the animal’s return or at completion of the services.

(c) Failure of an owner to provide payment for treatment, boarding, or other services
on an animal left in the custody of a veterinarian by its owner as agreed upon by the
owner and the veterinarian.

(2) “Animal” means an animal other than a human being and includes all fowl, birds,
fish, and reptiles, wild or domestic, living or dead, which may be carriers of infectious
diseases.

(3) “Owner” means the actual owner of an animal, an agent of the owner of the animal,
or a person with the apparent authority to act as the owner or as the agent of the owner
of an animal.

(4) “Supervision” includes that degree of close physical proximity necessary for the
supervising veterinarian to observe and monitor the performance of a veterinary technician.

333.18838 Disposal of abandoned animal; notices; costs; relinquish-
ment of rights by owner. [M.S.A. 14.15(18838)]
Sec. 18838. (1) A veterinarian may dispose of an animal placed in the veterinarian’s

custody for treatment, boarding, or other care and abandoned by its owner by sending the
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notices required by this section. The veterinarian shall send a first written notice of an
intent to dispose of the animal by certified mail to the owner, at his or her last known
address and a second written notice not less than 5 days after sending the first notice.
Upon the expiration of 5 days after sending the second written notice to the owner, a
veterinarian may dispose of the animal.

(2) The disposal of an animal does not release the owner from payment of costs
incurred, including the disposal.

(3) This section does not prevent the owner or agent from mitigating additional costs
by removing the animal from custody of the veterinarian.

(4) In the case of an animal abandoned by its owner, the owner is considered to have
relinquished all rights to the animal. 

This act is ordered to take immediate effect.
Approved March 10, 2000.
Filed with Secretary of State March 13, 2000.
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