
[No. 458]

(HB 5549)

AN ACT to amend 1949 PA 300, entitled “An act to provide for the registration,
titling, sale, transfer, and regulation of certain vehicles operated upon the public highways
of this state or any other place open to the general public or generally accessible to motor
vehicles and distressed vehicles; to provide for the licensing of dealers; to provide for the
examination, licensing, and control of operators and chauffeurs; to provide for the giving
of proof of financial responsibility and security by owners and operators of vehicles; to
provide for the imposition, levy, and collection of specific taxes on vehicles, and the levy
and collection of sales and use taxes, license fees, and permit fees; to provide for the
regulation and use of streets and highways; to create certain funds and grant programs;
to provide for the appropriation of money for certain grant programs; to provide penalties
and sanctions for a violation of this act; to provide for civil liability of owners and
operators of vehicles and service of process on residents and nonresidents; to provide for
the levy of certain assessments; to provide for the enforcement of this act; to provide for
the creation of and to prescribe the powers and duties of certain state and local agencies;
to repeal all other acts or parts of acts inconsistent with this act or contrary to this act;
and to repeal certain parts of this act on a specific date,” (MCL 257.1 to 257.923) by adding
section 653a.

The People of the State of Michigan enact:

257.653a Stationary emergency vehicle giving visual signal; duty of
approaching vehicle to exhibit due care and caution; violation; penalty.
[M.S.A. 9.2353(1)]
Sec. 653a. (1) Upon approaching and passing a stationary authorized emergency

vehicle that is giving a visual signal by means of flashing, rotating, or oscillating red, blue,
or white lights as permitted by section 698, the driver of an approaching vehicle shall
exhibit due care and caution, as required under the following:

(a) On any public roadway with at least 2 adjacent lanes proceeding in the same
direction of the stationary authorized emergency vehicle, the driver of the approaching
vehicle shall proceed with caution and yield the right-of-way by moving into a lane at least
1 moving lane or 2 vehicle widths apart from the stationary authorized emergency vehicle,
unless directed otherwise by a police officer. If movement to an adjacent lane or 2 vehicle
widths apart is not possible due to weather, road conditions, or the immediate presence of
vehicular or pedestrian traffic in parallel moving lanes, the driver of the approaching
vehicle shall proceed as required in subdivision (b).

(b) On any public roadway that does not have at least 2 adjacent lanes proceeding in
the same direction as the stationary authorized emergency vehicle, or if the movement by
the driver of the vehicle into an adjacent lane or 2 vehicle widths apart is not possible as
described in subdivision (a), the approaching vehicle shall reduce and maintain a safe
speed for weather, road conditions, and vehicular or pedestrian traffic and proceed with
due care and caution, or as directed by a police officer.

(2) Except as provided in subsections (3) and (4), a person who violates this section is
guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of not more than $500.00 or imprisonment
for not more than 90 days, or both.

(3) A person who violates this section and causes injury to a police officer, firefighter,
or other emergency response personnel in the immediate area of the stationary authorized
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emergency vehicle is guilty of a felony punishable by a fine of not more than $1,000.00 or
imprisonment for not more than 2 years, or both.

(4) A person who violates this section and causes death to a police officer, firefighter,
or other emergency response personnel in the immediate area of the stationary authorized
emergency vehicle is guilty of a felony punishable by a fine of not more than $7,500.00 or
by imprisonment for not more than 15 years, or both.

Conditional effective date.
Enacting section 1. This amendatory act does not take effect unless House Bill No. 6177

of the 90th Legislature is enacted into law. 

Approved January 10, 2001.
Filed with Secretary of State January 10, 2001.

Compiler’s note: House Bill No. 6177, referred to in enacting section 1, was filed with the Secretary of State January 10, 2001, and
became P.A. 2000, No. 460, Eff. Mar. 28, 2001.
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