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AN ACT to amend 1998 PA 386, entitled “An act to codify, revise, consolidate, and
classify aspects of the law relating to wills and intestacy, relating to the administration
and distribution of estates of certain individuals, relating to trusts, and relating to the
affairs of certain individuals under legal incapacity; to provide for the powers and procedures
of the court that has jurisdiction over these matters; to provide for the validity and effect
of certain transfers, contracts, and deposits that relate to death; to provide procedures to
facilitate enforcement of certain trusts; and to repeal acts and parts of acts,” by amending
section 5509 (MCL 700.5509).

The People of the State of Michigan enact:

700.5509 Authority and responsibilities of patient advocate.
[M.S.A. 27.15509]
Sec. 5509. (1) An individual designated as a patient advocate has the following

authority, rights, responsibilities, and limitations:

(a) A patient advocate shall act in accordance with the standards of care applicable to
fiduciaries in exercising his or her powers.

(b) A patient advocate shall take reasonable steps to follow the desires, instructions,
or guidelines given by the patient while the patient was able to participate in care,
custody, or medical treatment decisions, whether given orally or as written in the designation.

(c) A patient advocate shall not exercise powers concerning the patient’s care, custody,
and medical treatment that the patient, if the patient were able to participate in the
decision, could not have exercised on his or her own behalf.

(d) This designation cannot be used to make a medical treatment decision to withhold
or withdraw treatment from a patient who is pregnant that would result in the pregnant
patient’s death.

(e) A patient advocate may make a decision to withhold or withdraw treatment that
would allow a patient to die only if the patient has expressed in a clear and convincing
manner that the patient advocate is authorized to make such a decision, and that the
patient acknowledges that such a decision could or would allow the patient’s death.

(f) A patient advocate may choose to have the patient placed under hospice care.

(g) A patient advocate under this section shall not delegate his or her powers to
another individual without prior authorization by the patient.

(2) A patient advocate designation is suspended when the patient regains the ability to
participate in medical treatment decisions. The suspension is effective as long as the
patient is able to participate in medical treatment decisions. If the patient subsequently is
determined under section 5508 to be unable to participate in medical treatment decisions,
the patient advocate’s authority, rights, responsibilities, and limitations are again effective.

Effective date.
Enacting section 1. This amendatory act takes effect April 1, 2000. 

Approved June 15, 1999.
Filed with Secretary of State June 15, 1999.
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