
[No. 194]

(SB 506)

AN ACT to amend 1939 PA 280, entitled “An act to protect the welfare of the people
of this state; to provide general assistance, hospitalization, infirmary and medical care to
poor or unfortunate persons; to provide for compliance by this state with the social
security act; to provide protection, welfare and services to aged persons, dependent
children, the blind, and the permanently and totally disabled; to administer programs and
services for the prevention and treatment of delinquency, dependency and neglect of
children; to create a state department of social services; to prescribe the powers and
duties of the department; to provide for the interstate and intercounty transfer of
dependents; to create county and district departments of social services; to create within
certain county departments, bureaus of social aid and certain divisions and offices
thereunder; to prescribe the powers and duties of the departments, bureaus and officers;
to provide for appeals in certain cases; to prescribe the powers and duties of the state
department with respect to county and district departments; to prescribe certain duties
of certain other state departments, officers, and agencies; to make an appropriation; to
prescribe penalties for the violation of the provisions of this act; and to repeal certain
parts of this act on specific dates,” by amending section 60 (MCL 400.60).

The People of the State of Michigan enact:

400.60 Fraudulent device to obtain relief; liability; misdemeanor;
penalty; information to be provided by recipients.
[M.S.A. 16.460]
Sec. 60. (1) Any person who by means of willful false statement or representation, by

impersonation or other fraudulent device, or by using an access device obtains or attempts
to obtain, or aids or abets any person to obtain or attempt to obtain, (a) assistance or relief
to which the person is not entitled; or (b) a larger amount of assistance or relief than that
to which the person is justly entitled; or any officer or employee of a county, city, or
district family independence agency who authorizes or recommends relief to persons
known to the officer or employee to be ineligible or to have fraudulently created their
eligibility; or any person who knowingly buys or aids or abets in buying or in disposal of
the property of a person receiving assistance or relief without the consent of the director
or supervisor of the state department shall, if the amount involved shall be of the value of
$500.00 or less, be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and shall, if the amount involved shall
be of the value of more than $500.00, be deemed guilty of a felony, and upon conviction
shall be punished as provided by the laws of this state. The amount involved as used in
this subsection shall be defined as the difference between the lawful amount of assistance
or aid and the amount of assistance or aid actually received. If anyone receives assistance or
relief through means enumerated in this section, in which prosecution is deemed unnecessary,
the state department or county departments may take the necessary steps to recover
from the recipient the amount involved, plus interest at 5% per annum. On conviction of
the violation of the provisions of this section of any officer or employee of any county, city,
or district department of social welfare, the officer or employee shall be removed or
dismissed from office. For the purpose of this subsection, “access device” means that term
as it is defined in section 300a of the Michigan penal code, 1931 PA 328, MCL 750.300a.

(2) There is imposed upon every person receiving relief under this act either upon the
person’s own application or by the person’s inclusion, to his or her knowledge, in the
application of another the continuing obligation to supply to the department issuing the
relief: (a) the complete circumstances in regard to the person’s income from employment
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or from any other source or the existence of income, if known to the person, of other
persons receiving relief through the same application; (b) information regarding each and
every offer of employment for the person or, if known to him or her, of the other persons
receiving relief through the same application; (c) information concerning changes in the
person’s circumstances or those of other persons receiving relief through the same
application which would decrease the need for relief; and (d) the circumstances or
whereabouts, known to the person, of relatives legally responsible for the person’s
support or for the support of other persons receiving relief through the same application
if changes in those circumstances or whereabouts could affect the amount of assistance
available from those relatives or affect their legal liability to furnish support. Any person
who shall neglect or refuse to submit to the department issuing relief the information
required by this section, if the amount of relief granted as a result of the neglect or refusal
is less than $500.00, is guilty of a misdemeanor, and if the amount of relief granted as a
result of the neglect or refusal is $500.00 or more, is guilty of a felony, and upon conviction
shall be punished as provided by the laws of this state.

This act is ordered to take immediate effect.
Approved November 30, 1999.
Filed with Secretary of State December 1, 1999.
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