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House of Representatives
95th Legislature
REGULAR SESSION OF 2009

House Chamber, Lansing, Tuesday, February 3, 2009.
6:00 p.m.
The House was called to order by the Speaker.
The roll was called by the Clerk of the House of Representatives, who announced that a quorum was present.
Agema—present
Amash—present
Angerer—present
Ball—present
Barnett—present
Bauer—present
Bennett—present
Bledsoe—present
Bolger—present
Booher—present
Brown, L.—present
Brown, T.—present
Byrnes—present
Byrum—present
Calley—present
Caul—present
Clemente—present
Constan—present
Corriveau—present
Coulouris—present
Crawford—present
Cushingberry— present
Daley—present
Dean—present
Denby—present
DeShazor—present
Dillon—present
Donigan—present
e/d/s = entered during session

Durhal—present
Ebli—present
Elsenheimer—present
Espinoza—present
Geiss—present
Genetski—present
Gonzales—present
Green—present
Gregory—present
Griffin—present
Haase—present
Haines—present
Hammel—present
Hansen—present
Haugh—present
Haveman—present
Hildenbrand—present
Horn—present
Huckleberry—present
Jackson— present
Johnson—present
Jones, Rick—present
Jones, Robert—present
Kandrevas—present
Kennedy—present
Knollenberg—excused
Kowall—present
Kurtz—present

Lahti—present
LeBlanc—present
Leland—present
Lemmons—present
Lindberg—present
Lipton—present
Liss—present
Lori—present
Lund—present
Marleau—present
Mayes—present
McDowell—present
McMillin—present
Meadows—present
Meekhof—present
Melton—present
Meltzer—present
Miller—present
Moore—present
Moss—present
Nathan—present
Nerat—present
Neumann—present
Opsommer—present
Pavlov— present
Pearce—present
Polidori—present

Proos—present
Roberts—present
Rocca—present
Rogers—present
Schmidt, R.—present
Schmidt, W.—present
Schuitmaker—present
Scott, B.—present
Scott, P.—present
Scripps—present
Segal—present
Sheltrown— present
Simpson—present
Slavens—present
Slezak—present
Smith—present
Spade—present
Stamas—present
Stanley—present
Switalski—present
Tlaib—present
Tyler—present
Valentine—present
Walsh—present
Warren—present
Womack—present
Young—present
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Rep. Terry L. Brown, from the 84th District, offered the following invocation:
“Our dear Heavenly Father, as we come to You at the beginning of this new session, we recognize that we are greeted
by a sense of anxiety and urgency.
There is about us a world that is hurting. We pray for individuals, families and communities, and we pray for this great
State and Nation.
Each of us have been touched by loss. We take a special moment to lift our brother Senator Jelinek and his family.
Comfort and bless them in their time of grief.
Open our eyes to the needs of all our brothers and sisters.
We ask that You remove from us pride and self-satisfaction, Help us to not seek credit but solution.
Remind us that all good things come from You.
This new term presents us with the opportunity for the renewal of virtue and restraint in our political and economic
interactions, as well as in every dimension of our personal lives. It is also a time to take bold actions where the ways of
the past no longer suffice.
Help us to recognize that we as Michiganders, as Americans are among the richest people in the world; that it is
not what we accumulate, but what we appreciate. And we have been blessed with an abundance of natural resources,
including our citizens that are unparalleled in all of creation.
You have entrusted us to make good decisions, and have given us the potential of wisdom that exceeds our intellect.
Remind us daily that together, we can weather any storm. And that we will.
Empower these Your servants to follow Your example and stand in the gap between injustice and fairness, arrogance
and humility, despondence and service.
Allow hope to open doors where despair closes them. Teach us to light a candle instead of cursing the darkness.
God created this day for... success not failure, positive actions not negative thoughts.
O Lord inspire us with a burning desire for service, to wisely use these gifts and talents You have so generously given
to us to create a better, stronger, smarter Michigan.
Be our Light, our Guide, and our Comforter. Be our Strength, our Courage.
May this new term be a time of growth for us, a time for welcoming Your graces and gifts, a time for forgiving freely
and unconditionally, a time for growing in virtue and goodness.
Come, Holy Spirit, come. Be with us this day, this term, and always. May God bless this body. May God bless
Michigan.
Amen.”
______
Rep. Angerer moved that Reps. Knollenberg and Warren be excused from today’s session.
The motion prevailed.
Motions and Resolutions
Reps. Angerer and Hildenbrand offered the following resolution:
House Resolution No. 7.
A resolution to amend the Standing Rules of the House of Representatives.
Resolved by the House of Representatives, That Rule 33 and Rule 72 of the Standing Rules of the House of
Representative be amended to read as follows:
“Names and Number of Members.
Rule 33. (1) All standing committees shall be appointed by the Speaker, except where the House shall otherwise
order.
(2) The standing committees of the House and the number of Members shall be as follows:
(a) Agriculture (11)
(b) Appropriations (30) (31)
(c) Banking and Financial Services (9) (10)
(d) Commerce (19)
(e) Education (23)
(f) Energy and Technology (19)
(g) Ethics and Elections (9)
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(h) Families and Children’s Services (9)
(i) Government Operations (9)
(j) Great Lakes and Environment (15)
(k) Health Policy (20) (21)
(l) Insurance (17)
(m) Intergovernmental, Urban and Regional Affairs (11)
(n) Judiciary (15)
(o) Labor (11)
(p) Military and Veterans Affairs and Homeland Security (9)
(q) New Economy and Quality of Life (11)
(r) Oversight and Investigations (5) (6)
(s) Regulatory Reform (10) (11)
(t) Retiree Health Care Reforms (10)
(T) (u) Senior Health, Security, and Retirement (9)
(U) (v) Tax Policy (17)
(V) (w) Tourism, Outdoor Recreation and Natural Resources (11)
(W) (x) Transportation (17)
(X) URBAN POLICY (11)
(3) Statutory Standing Committees:
(a) Joint Committee on Administrative Rules (5)
(b) House Fiscal Agency Governing Committee (6)
(c) Legislative Council (6)
(d) Michigan Legislative Retirement System (4)
(e) Michigan Capitol Committee (4)
(4) The House Journal shall report the roll call on all motions to report bills, resolutions and reorganization orders. (See
Const 1963, Art 4 § 17)
(5) Committees shall adopt a meeting schedule at the commencement of each term which shall be printed in the House
Journal. Additional meetings may be called by the Chair or by a majority of the Members in writing to the Clerk. The
Chair may cancel any scheduled meeting, except one called by a majority of the Members, by notice to the Members.
Access to Financial Records.
Rule 72. (1) The financial records of the House of Representatives shall be open for public inspection. Upon a written
request which describes the financial record sufficiently to enable the House of Representatives to find the financial
record, a person has a right to inspect, copy, or receive copies of that financial record of the House of Representatives.
Documents shall be available for inspection during normal business hours.
(2) A copy of the House financial records shall be on file with the House Business Office, which shall have overall
authority to administer the House financial records under the direction of the Speaker of the House.
(3) As used in this section, “financial record” means a budget, contract, purchase order, an expenditure authorization,
voucher, check, warrant, lease, audit report, balance sheet, travel voucher, or allotment account.
(4) The following information contained in legislative financial records is exempt from disclosure under this rule:
(a) Information of a personal nature contained in financial records where the public disclosure of the information would
constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of an individual’s privacy. Such information would include, but not be limited
to, the following:
(i) An employee’s social security account number, financial institution record, electronic transfer fund number, deferred
compensation, savings bonds, W-2 and W-4 forms, and any court-enforced judgments.
(ii) An employee’s health care benefit selection.
(iii) Telephone bill detail including the telephone number and name of individual called.
(iv) Unemployment Compensation and Workers’ Disability Compensation records.
(b) Records and information specifically described and exempted from disclosure under statute or subject to attorney-client
privilege;
(c) A bid or proposal by a person to enter into a contract or agreement, until the time for the public opening of bids or
proposals, or if a public opening is not to be conducted, until the time for the receipt of bids or proposals has expired;
(d) Commercial or financial information or trade secrets voluntarily provided to the House of Representatives;
(e) Communications, notes, and electronic data within the House of Representatives or between the Legislature and other
public bodies of an advisory nature; and
(f) Internet - use records. ; AND
(G) ANY OTHER DOCUMENT OR RECORD PROTECTED FROM PUBLIC DISCLOSURE BY AGREEMENT,
CONTRACT, HOUSE RULE, OR LAW.
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(5) The House of Representatives may charge a reasonable fee for providing a copy of a financial record. The fee shall
be limited to actual mailing costs and to the actual incremental cost of duplication or publication including labor, the cost
of search, examination, review, and the deletion of exempt from nonexempt information.
(6) The House of Representatives may also charge a reasonable fee for providing for the inspection of financial records.
This fee may include the actual incremental cost of supervising the inspection including labor, the cost of search,
examination, review, and the deletion of exempt from nonexempt information.”.
The question being on the adoption of the resolution,
The resolution was adopted.
Announcement by the Clerk of Printing and Enrollment
The Clerk announced that the following bills had been printed and placed upon the files of the members on Tuesday,
January 27:
Senate Bill Nos.
70
71
72
93
The Clerk announced that the following bills and joint resolutions had been printed and placed upon the
members on Wednesday, January 28:
House Bill Nos.
4120 4121 4122 4123 4124 4125 4126 4127
House Joint Resolution
F
Senate Bill Nos.
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
32
33
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
60
61
62
65
66
67
68
69
73
74
75
76
77
78
80
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
Senate Joint Resolution
B

files of the

The Clerk announced that the following bills and joint resolution had been printed and placed upon the
members on Thursday, January 29:
Senate Bill Nos.
29
30
31
79
94
95
96
97
98
99 100 101
104 105 106 107 108 109 110 111 112 113 114 115
118 119 120 121 122 123 124 125 126 127 128 129
Senate Joint Resolution
C

files of the

34
48
63
81

102
116
130

35
49
64
82

103
117
131

The Clerk announced that the following Senate bill had been received on Thursday, January 29:
Senate Bill No.
1
The Clerk announced that the following bills and joint resolutions had been printed and placed upon the files of the
members on Friday, January 30:
Senate Bill Nos.
132 133 134 135 136 137 138 139 140 141 142 143 144 145
146 147 148 149 150 151 152 153 154 155 156 157 158 159
160 161
Senate Joint Resolutions
D
E
F
Notices
February 3, 2009
Mr. Richard J. Brown, Clerk
Michigan House of Representatives
State Capitol Building
Lansing, Michigan 48913
Dear Mr. Clerk:
I hereby appoint the following Members of the 95th Legislature to the House Standing Committees for the 2009-2010
Legislative Session:
Agriculture
Reps. Simpson (C), Huckleberry (Maj. VC), Barnett, Haase, Mayes, Nerat, Valentine, Tyler (Min. VC), Daley, Hansen,
Kurtz
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Appropriations
Reps. Cushingberry (C), Hammel (Maj. VC), Bauer, Bennett, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, Espinoza, Gonzales,
Gregory, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Spade, Switalski, Tlaib, Moss (Min. VC), Agema, Booher,
Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, Lori, Proos, Rogers, Schuitmaker
Banking and Financial Services
Reps. Coulouris (C), Scripps (Maj. VC), Clemente, Johnson, Mayes, Nathan, Booher (Min. VC), Calley, Kowall,
Marleau
Commerce
Reps. Robert Jones (C), Roy Schmidt (Maj. VC), Byrum, Clemente, Haase, Haugh, Huckleberry, Lemmons, Nathan,
Nerat, Sheltrown, Womack, Hansen (Min. VC), DeShazor, Knollenberg, Meekhof, Meltzer, Opsommer, Walsh
Education
Reps. Melton (C), Lisa Brown (Maj. VC), Bledsoe, Byrum, Corriveau, Geiss, Haase, Kennedy, Lindberg, Nathan,
Polidori, Roberts, Sheltrown, Valentine, Pavlov (Min. VC), Amash, Ball, DeShazor, McMillin, Pearce, Paul Scott, Tyler,
Walsh
Energy and Technology
Reps. Mayes (C), Geiss (Maj. VC), Lisa Brown, Clemente, Ebli, Huckleberry, Johnson, Lindberg, Lipton, Melton,
Roberts, Scripps, Horn (Min. VC), Crawford, Marleau, Opsommer, Proos, Wayne Schmidt, Schuitmaker
Ethics and Elections
Reps. Angerer (C), Haase (Maj. VC), Lisa Brown, Donigan, Scripps, Slavens, Meltzer (Min. VC), Kurtz, Pearce
Families and Children’s Services
Reps. Valentine (C), Womack (Maj. VC), Liss, Neumann, Slavens, Pearce (Min. VC), Kurtz, McMillin, Moore
Government Operations
Reps. Constan (C), Liss (Maj. VC), Corriveau, Simpson, Slezak, Walsh (Min. VC), Daley, McMillin
Great Lakes and Environment
Reps. Warren (C), Nerat (Maj. VC), Bledsoe, Ebli, Kennedy, Leland, Meadows, Roberts, Scripps, Meekhof (Min. VC),
Daley, Haveman, Rick Jones, Pavlov, Wayne Schmidt
Health Policy
Reps. Corriveau (C), Segal (Maj. VC), Byrum, Coulouris, Donigan, Johnson, Liss, Neumann, Roy Schmidt, Simpson,
Slavens, Valentine, Womack, Marleau (Min. VC), Ball, Calley, Crawford, Denby, Green, Moore, Paul Scott
Insurance
Reps. Byrum (C), Young (Maj. VC), Constan, Lemmons, Lipton, Neumann, Polidori, Segal, Sheltrown, Denby
(Min VC), Green, Haveman, Lund, Marleau, Moore, Rocca
Intergovernmental and Regional Affairs
Reps. Donigan (C), Barnett (Maj. VC), Bledsoe, Haugh, Robert Jones, Kennedy, Young, Lund (Min. VC), Denby,
Meekhof, Wayne Schmidt
Judiciary
Reps. Meadows (C), Lipton (Maj. VC), Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, Coulouris, Kandrevas, Bettie Cook Scott,
Warren, Schuitmaker (Min. VC), Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones, Kowall, Rocca
Labor
Reps. Lindberg (C), Kennedy (Maj. VC), Kandrevas, Bettie Cook Scott, Slezak, Young, Amash (Min. VC), Daley,
Haveman, McMillin
Military and Veterans Affairs and Homeland Security
Reps. Polidori (C), Roberts (Maj. VC), Byrnes, Liss, Roy Schmidt, Rick Jones (Min.VC), Agema, Amash, Kurtz
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New Economy and Quality of Life
Reps. Clemente (C), Stanley (Maj. VC), Byrnes, Geiss, Griffin, Leland, Segal, Knollenberg (Min. VC), Bolger, Denby,
Tyler
Oversight and Investigations
Reps. Griffin (C), Bledsoe (Maj. VC), Angerer, Warren, Bolger (Min. VC), Horn
Regulatory Reform
Reps. Johnson (C), Haugh (Maj. VC), Byrnes, Griffin, Melton, Bettie Cook Scott, Stanley, Rocca (Min. VC), Crawford,
Rick Jones, Stamas
Senior Health, Security and Retirement
Reps. Neumann (C), Slavens (Maj. VC), Constan, Robert Jones, Lemmons, Ball (Min.VC),
DeShazor, Moore, Tyler
Tax Policy
Reps. Ebli (C), Melton (Maj. VC), Barnett, Coulouris, Robert Jones, Kandrevas, Lipton, Mayes, Slezak, Warren, Calley
(Min. VC), Kowall, Lund, Meekhof, Meltzer, Stamas, Walsh
Tourism, Outdoor Recreation and Natural Resources
Reps. Sheltrown (C), Slezak (Maj. VC), Ebli, Huckleberry, Lindberg, Simpson, Stanley, Stamas (Min. VC), Bolger,
Hansen, Horn
Transportation
Reps. Byrnes (C), Kandrevas (Maj. VC), Donigan, Geiss, Griffin, Haugh, Leland, Nerat, Roy Schmidt, Young,
Opsommer (Min. VC), Bolger, DeShazor, Knollenberg, Pearce, Wayne Schmidt, Paul Scott
Urban Policy
Reps. Leland (C), Nathan (Maj. VC), Barnett, Meadows, Segal, Stanley, Womack, Paul Scott (Min. VC), Hansen,
Meltzer, Pavlov
Sincerely,
Andy Dillon, Speaker
Michigan House of Representatives
February 3, 2009
Mr. Richard J. Brown, Clerk
Michigan House of Representatives
State Capitol Building
Lansing, Michigan 48913
Dear Mr. Clerk:
I hereby appoint the following Members of the 95th Legislature to the subcommittees of the Appropriations Committee
for the 2009-2010 Legislative Session:
AGRICULTURE
Reps. Espinoza (C), McDowell (Maj. VC), Lori (Min. VC)
COMMUNITY COLLEGES
Reps. Miller (C), Bauer (Maj. VC), Booher (Min. VC)
COMMUNITY HEALTH
Reps. McDowell (C), Jackson (Maj. VC), Smith, Espinoza, Gregory, Miller, Green (Min. VC), Lori
CORRECTIONS
Reps. Smith (C), Durhal (Maj. VC), Hammel, Lahti, Proos (Min. VC)
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Reps. Hammel (C), Switalski (Maj. VC), LeBlanc, Terry Brown, Bauer, Rogers (Min. VC), Haines
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ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY
Reps. Bennett (C), Espinoza (Maj. VC), Genetski (Min. VC)
GENERAL GOVERNMENT
Reps. Durhal (C), Lahti (Maj. VC), Jackson, Rogers (Min. VC), Lori
HIGHER EDUCATION
Reps. Bauer (C), Gregory (Maj. VC), Dean, Smith, McDowell, Tlaib, Gonzales, Caul (Min. VC), Genetski, Haines
HISTORY, ARTS & LIBRARIES
Reps. Jackson (C), Gonzales (Maj. VC), Genetski (Min. VC)
HUMAN SERVICES
Reps. Spade (C), Smith (Maj. VC), Tlaib, Gregory, Miller, Agema (Min. VC), Proos
INVESTIGATIONS, INTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS AND OVERSIGHT
Reps. Cushingberry (C), Dean (Maj. VC), Switalski, Miller, Durhal, Moss (Min. VC), Booher
JOINT CAPITAL OUTLAY
Reps. Lahti (C), Dean (Maj. VC), Bennett, Gonzales, Switalski, Durhal, Bauer, Caul (Min. VC), Proos, Booher, Haines
JUDICIARY
Reps. Tlaib (C), Terry Brown (Maj. VC), Schuitmaker (Min. VC)
NATURAL RESOURCES
Reps. Lahti (C), Spade (Maj. VC), Booher (Min. VC)
SCHOOL AID/EDUCATION
Reps. Terry Brown (C), Hammel (Maj. VC), Spade, Tlaib, LeBlanc, Haines (Min. VC), Moss
SPECIAL GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS
Reps. Dean (C), Cushingberry (Maj. VC), Booher (Min. VC)
STATE POLICE & MILITARY AND VETERANS AFFAIRS
Reps. LeBlanc (C), Espinoza (Maj. VC), Genetski (Min. VC)
SUPPLEMENTALS
Reps. Cushingberry (C), Dean (Maj. VC), Moss (Min. VC)
TRANSPORTATION
Reps. Gonzales (C), LeBlanc (Maj. VC), Bennett, Dean, Jackson, Switalski, Agema (Min. VC)
Sincerely,
George Cushingberry, Chair
Appropriations Committee
January 21, 2009
Ms. Carol Morey Viventi
Secretary of the Senate
P.O. Box 30036
Lansing, MI 48909

Mr. Rich Brown
Clerk of the House
P.O. Box 30014
Lansing, MI 48909

Dear Secretary Viventi and Clerk Brown:
Pursuant to Public Act 224 of 2004 (MCL 600.108), we are making the following appointment to the State Drug
Treatment Court Advisory Committee:
Mr. Dennis M. Priess, P.O. Box 571, Charlevoix, MI 49720 (an individual representing a substance abuse coordinating
agency).
Sincerely,
Michael D. Bishop
Andy Dillon
Senate Majority Leader
Speaker of the House
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Pursuant to Rule 41, the Speaker has made the following reassignments:
House Bill No. 4008 referred to the Committee on Health Policy on January 28, 2009.
House Bill No. 4083 referred to the Committee on Commerce on January 28, 2009.
House Bill No. 4084 referred to the Committee on Commerce on January 28, 2009.
House Bill No. 4085 referred to the Committee on Commerce on January 28, 2009.
House Bill No. 4086 referred to the Committee on Commerce on January 28, 2009.
House Bill No. 4087 referred to the Committee on Commerce on January 28, 2009.
House Bill No. 4088 referred to the Committee on Commerce on January 28, 2009.
House Bill No. 4089 referred to the Committee on Commerce on January 28, 2009.
House Bill No. 4090 referred to the Committee on Commerce on January 28, 2009.
House Bill No. 4091 referred to the Committee on Commerce on January 28, 2009.
House Bill No. 4092 referred to the Committee on Commerce on January 28, 2009.
House Bill No. 4093 referred to the Committee on Commerce on January 28, 2009.
House Bill No. 4094 referred to the Committee on Commerce on January 28, 2009.
I hereby give notice that on the next legislative session day I will move to discharge the Committee on Government
Operations from further consideration of House Concurrent Resolution No. 3.
Rep. Angerer
Communications from State Officers
The following communications from the Department of Treasury were received and read:
January 16, 2009
Please find attached one copy of the Principal Residence Exemption Compliance Program Quarterly Report for the
period October 1, 2008 - December 31, 2008. The report is required by Public Act 261of 2008, the General Government
Appropriations Act. Section 947 of the Act provides, in part, as follows:
(1) Of the $4,749,200.00 included in part 1 for the revenue enhancement program, $4,249,200.00
shall be used for revenue collection enhancement activities including auditing functions.
(3) The $500,000.00 balance of the $4,749,200.00 shall be used for the principal residence
exemption compliance program. Along with other program costs, expenditures shall include
the development and maintenance of a statewide web-based database created for the purpose
of enforcing the principal residence exemption compliance program. The department shall
submit quarterly progress reports that include the number of exemptions denied and the revenue
received under this program. The legislative auditor general shall complete a performance audit
of the principal residence exemption compliance program prior to April 1, 2009. Revenue
generated to the state from the principal residence exemption compliance program shall
be used to reimburse the state general fund for the $500,000.00 appropriation prior to any
other allocation. Additional funds from the revenue enhancement program and carry-forward
appropriations may be used to support costs in excess of $500,000.00.
January 16, 2009
Please find attached one copy of the Personal Property Audit Quarterly Report for the period October 1,
2008 - December 31, 2008. The report is required by Public Act 261of 2008, the General Government Appropriations
Act. Section 947 of the Act provides, in part, as follows:
(1) Of the $4,749,200.00 included in part 1 for the revenue enhancement program, $4,249,200.00
shall be used for revenue collection enhancement activities including auditing functions.
(2) The department of treasury shall submit quarterly progress reports to the senate and house
of representatives standing committees on appropriations subcommittees on general government
and the senate and house fiscal agencies, regarding personal property tax audits funded under
subsection (1). The report shall include the number of audits, revenue generated, and number
of complaints received by the department related to the audits.
Frederick Headen, Director
Bureau of Local Government Services
The communications were referred to the Clerk.
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Announcements by the Clerk
January 28, 2009
Received from the Auditor General a copy of the following audit report and/or report summary:
Financial audit, including the provisions of the Single Audit Act, of the Department of Natural Resources for the period
October 1, 2005 through September 30, 2007.
Richard J. Brown
Clerk of the House
Following is a listing of the schedule of Standing Committees for the 2009-2010 Legislative Session:
Call of the Chair
Tuesdays

9:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
12:00 p.m.

Wednesdays

9:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
12:00 p.m.

Thursdays

9:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

Appropriations

352 Capitol Building

Labor
Commerce
Urban Policy
Health Policy
Tourism, Outdoor Recreation
and Natural Resources
Military and Veterans Affairs
and Homeland Security
Government Operations
Banking and Financial Services
Intergovernmental and Regional Affairs

307
519
521
519
521

308 House Office Building
326 House Office Building
327 House Office Building

Ethics and Elections
Tax Policy
New Economy and Quality of Life
Families and Children’s Services
Energy and Technology
Judiciary
Agriculture
Senior Health, Security, and Retirement
Regulatory Reform
Oversight and Investigations

327
519
521
326
519
521
307
308
326
327

House
House
House
House
House
House
House
House
House
House

Office
Office
Office
Office
Office
Office
Office
Office
Office
Office

Building
Building
Building
Building
Building
Building
Building
Building
Building
Building

Insurance
Great Lakes and Environment
Education
Transportation

519
521
519
521

House
House
House
House

Office
Office
Office
Office

Building
Building
Building
Building

House
House
House
House
House

Office
Office
Office
Office
Office

Building
Building
Building
Building
Building

307 House Office Building

By unanimous consent the House returned to the order of
Motions and Resolutions
Rep. Angerer moved that a special committee of four members be appointed to notify the Senate that the House was
ready to meet the Senate in Joint Convention.
The motion prevailed.
The Speaker appointed as such committee Reps. Huckleberry, Durhal, Green and Denby.
______
The special committee to notify the Senate that the House was ready to meet in Joint Convention returned to the House
along with the members of the Senate.
The committee, through its Chairperson, reported that it had performed the duty assigned it. The report was accepted
and the committee discharged.
The Sergeant at Arms announced the members of the Senate, who were admitted and conducted to seats.
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Joint Convention

6:30 o’clock p.m.
The Joint Convention was called to order by the President of the Joint Convention, Lieutenant Governor Cherry.
Rev. Marvin Jennings, Pastor at Grace Emmanuel Baptist Church, in Flint, offered the following invocation:
“Almighty, Everlasting God, Creator and lover of all those who put their trust in Thee: hear our prayer on behalf of our
esteemed Governor Jennifer Granholm. We beseech You to keep in Your sustaining care our Governor, her family, and
each appointed and elected state official. Bless Governor Granholm with wisdom and discernment in that her strategies
for the good of this great state are executed and blessed by Your omnipotent hand.
Renew a tranquil conscience within her by the effectiveness and support of her cabinet and each elected official,
which undergirds and assists in the task of lifting our beloved state of Michigan. Unite these as one as they unite this
great state, to facilitate Michigan as the advance battery capital of the world, a leader in the research, development, and
manufacturing for the 21st century and beyond.
In all of these things and more, we know that we are more than conquerors, for as Your word states in Ezekiel 48:35
You are Jehovah Shammah * *You are always there with us, in Genesis 1:1 You are Elohim * A Powerful God, in
Genesis 11:1 Elshaddai * an Almighty God, in Genesis 22:1 You are Jehovah Jireh * The God that will provide her and
Michigan with the victory, and finally our Lord, You are Jehovah Nissi * You are the banner of divine favor for us and
Governor Granholm.
Transcend each of these leaders to the heights of Your glory and revelation, reveal unto them the paths to take, for
*The steps of good man/woman are ordered by the Lord: and He delighteth in His way*. Unto Him that is able to do
exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us, shall be glory forever
and ever. Amen.”
The roll of the Senate was called by the Secretary, who announced that a quorum of the Senate was present.
The roll of the House was called by the Clerk, who announced that a quorum of the House was present.
The President of the Joint Convention announced that the two Houses had met in Joint Convention to receive the
message of the Governor.
Representative Angerer moved that a special committee, consisting of two Representatives and two Senators, be
appointed to invite and escort the State Officers to the Joint Convention.
The motion prevailed.
The President of the Joint Convention named as such committee Representatives Tlaib and Hansen, and Senators Kahn
and Cherry.
The Sergeant at Arms announced the special committee appointed to invite the State Officers to be present at the Joint
Convention.
The State Officers, escorted by the committee, were conducted to seats.
Senator Cropsey moved that a special committee, consisting of two Representatives and two Senators, be appointed to
invite and escort the Judges of the Court of Appeals to the Joint Convention.
The motion prevailed.
The President of the Joint Convention named as such committee Representatives Lisa Brown and Proos, and Senators Sanborn and Whitmer.
The Sergeant at Arms announced the special committee appointed to invite the Judges of the Court of Appeals to be
present at the Joint Convention.
The Judges of the Court of Appeals, escorted by the committee, were conducted to seats.
Representative Angerer moved that a special committee, consisting of two Representatives and two Senators, be
appointed to invite and escort the Justices of the Supreme Court to the Joint Convention.
The motion prevailed.
The President of the Joint Convention named as such committee Representatives Scripps and Ball, and Senators Pappageorge and Gleason.
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The Sergeant at Arms announced the special committee appointed to invite the Justices of the Supreme Court to be
present at the Joint Convention.
The Justices of the Supreme Court, escorted by the committee, were conducted to seats.
Senator Cropsey moved that a special committee, consisting of four Representatives and four Senators, be appointed
to invite and escort the Governor to the Joint Convention.
The motion prevailed.
The President of the Joint Convention named as such committee Representatives Slavens, Segal, Schuitmaker and
Hildenbrand, and Senators Jansen, Richardville, Basham and Scott.
The Sergeant at Arms announced the special committee to wait on the Governor.
The Governor, escorted by the committee, was conducted to the rostrum.
The President of the Joint Convention then introduced Governor Granholm who gave her message to the Joint
Convention as follows:
“Lieutenant Governor Cherry, Speaker Dillon, Majority Leader Bishop, members of my Cabinet, fellow citizens, my
beloved family: good evening.
There are many familiar faces in the chamber this evening, but there are also more than 40 representatives joining us for
the first time. Congratulations to you and your new leaders – Minority Leader Prusi and Minority Leader Elsenheimer.
We welcome a new member to our state’s highest court – Justice Diane Hathaway.
And let us also recognize State Board of Education President Kathleen Strauss who has now become that body’s
longest serving president.
Before I begin this evening, we must take a moment to reflect on the service of the sons and daughters of Michigan
who defend freedom far from our shores, and the service of the first responders who give their all to protect our safety
here at home.
Sgt. Brooke Murphy is here, just returned last week from duty in Iraq. She represents all of the men and women who
are serving on our behalf. We stand with her in awe of their commitment, and we offer a moment of silence for those
who have made the ultimate sacrifice.
As we gather this evening to take stock of our state, I will not sugarcoat the severity of the crisis we face. This past
year has been brutal. Like few others in our history. The nation’s financial system teetered on the brink of collapse. Our
auto companies fought for their very existence. And as the bottom fell out of the national economy, the job situation in
Michigan has gone from bad to worse.
Families across our state can only wonder and worry what new threat tomorrow will bring. Breadwinners worry they’ll
find a pink slip in this week’s pay envelope or empty packing boxes on their desk on Friday morning.
Any honest assessment of our state’s economy has to recognize that things are likely to get worse before they get better.
But if there is one thing I want you, the citizens of Michigan, to know this evening, it is this: Things will get better.
Michigan will weather this economic storm because our people are resourceful and resilient and because our battle plan
is focused on the three things that matter most:
•fighting for more good paying jobs in Michigan;
•educating and training our people to fill those jobs;
•And protecting our families during the worst economic conditions in more than a quarter of a century.
The days when our government could be all things to all people are behind us. This is no time for special interests or
pet projects. It’s a time that demands relentless focus and discipline.
Good-paying jobs. Education and training. Protecting our people.
After years of seeing our economy battered like no other state by the combination of global market forces hammering
the auto industry and trade policies sucking jobs overseas, fortunately, Michigan now has a friend in the White House
who shares our agenda.
I say this based on pragmatism, not partisanship. President Obama’s priorities are nearly identical to ours. He, too, is
focused on jobs for middle America and new, renewable energy jobs. He, too, is focused on education. He too is focused
on protecting people. He’s proposed a sweeping economic recovery plan for the nation.
As the details of that plan take shape, we know one thing for certain. We, in Michigan, will use that recovery plan
to accelerate our own. We are not starting from scratch. We have already made renewable energy a key focus of our
economic development strategy. We’re already transforming education and training.
And we’ve already made tough choices in our budget. So, while Michigan’s budget situation is difficult, it pales in
comparison to many states’ now drowning in red ink. While other states will use this federal recovery funding simply to
survive, Michigan will use it to move further and faster into a better future.
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When that stimulus package is signed by the president, I’ll come back to you with the specifics for Michigan. But let
there be no confusion about this: If anyone thinks we should use the stimulus package to create a bigger government in
Michigan, they should think again. I have a veto pen and I will use it.
The president’s economic recovery plan is a one-time opportunity, not a permanent funding stream. One-time money
will not weaken our long-term resolve to keep our fiscal house in order. We must reform our government to meet the
needs of our new economic realities long after the stimulus funds are gone.
That is why I have asked Lt. Governor Cherry to lead a comprehensive effort to dramatically change the shape and size
of state government—reducing the number of our departments from 18 to 8, reforming our civil service system, creating
public/private partnerships, and infusing technology everywhere – because we won’t settle for 9 to 5 government in a
24/7 world.
I’m asking our team to continually provide better service at less cost to taxpayers. That starts at the top. Today, the
Lt. Governor and I have directed the State Officers Compensation Commission to reduce the salaries of all state elected
officials in Michigan by 10 percent. With families across Michigan struggling to make ends meet, we must tighten our
belts as well. I thank you in advance for doing your part.
While many of the reforms in the structure of state government will require detailed legislation or even changes to our
constitution, others will be contained in the budget I propose to you next week.
A recent national survey showed that since 2001, Michigan has done more to restrain general fund spending than any
state in the country. Already, I’ve cut more than any governor in Michigan history. And the budget I present to you next
week will cut even deeper.
I will recommend eliminating virtually all earmarks. While some fund helpful services, we simply can’t afford them
any more.
I will recommend eliminating funding for both state fairs, because while they are a wonderful tradition, the state fairs
are not an essential purpose of government. I’m grateful that others are stepping forward to continue this tradition.
I will recommend eliminating the Department of History, Arts and Libraries and finding other means to support these
important functions.
I will recommend returning enforcement of wetlands protections to the federal government where more staff exists to
effectively safeguard our natural resources.
I will recommend additional reforms to our justice system that bring down the cost of corrections, while continuing
to reinvest in more law enforcement on the street. Over the last six years, we have reduced corrections spending by
$460 million, closing nine prison facilities in the process. We’ll close three more in the coming months.
Soon, I also will recommend long-term reforms to achieve affordable but stable funding for maintenance and repairs
to our roads, bridges and transit systems.
Jobs
We will live within our means and reform government, so that we can relentlessly focus on what everyone in Michigan
cares most about: jobs.
The fact that our auto companies have faced the real threat of bankruptcy only confirms that there is no other long-term
course for Michigan in the 21st century than to diversify.
But let me be clear – diversifying our economy does not mean deserting our major industry. We are justifiably proud of
the American automobile industry, and we are prouder yet to be its home. And when pundits and ill-informed politicians
take cheap shots at our auto companies and auto workers, we will continue to call them out and take them on.
We will be armed with the facts about the incredible transformation this industry is undergoing and the great products
it produces now and the awesome products in the pipeline. And we will keep Michigan positioned as the global center of
an increasingly green auto industry.
But there’s real pain in the auto world. Hundreds of thousands of jobs have been lost since 2000, and there are still
more job losses ahead. Those losses have fueled our determination to bring new industries to Michigan – not just new
businesses – entire new industries.
Now, the cynics and skeptics will tell us we can’t do it – that we’ll never attract a new economic sector to an old
manufacturing state like Michigan. But we already have.
Here’s one example:
Since enacting the nation’s most aggressive film incentives in April, we have seen more than 70 film and TV projects
slated for production in Michigan, bringing some $430 million in economic activity here. Thank you, Senator Allen, for
your leadership on this one.
Tonight, I’m pleased to make three major announcements: Wonderstruck Animation Studios will invest $86 million
to build a new studio in Detroit; Stardock Systems, a digital gaming manufacturer, will build its production facilities in
Plymouth; and Motown Motion Pictures will invest $54 million to build their new film studios at a former GM plant in
Pontiac.
Motown Motion Pictures alone, spurred by the leadership of Michigan’s own Al Taubman, here tonight, will create
3,600 jobs, including many for those young creative workers we want to keep in Michigan.

No. 4]

[February 3, 2009] JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE

65

Our success with the film industry is not an isolated example. The renewable energy industry is already providing new
jobs and better lives across our state. Don’t take my word for it. Ask the thousand people hired by Hemlock Semiconductor
near Saginaw, the world’s largest manufacturer of the key ingredient in solar panels. Ask the former Electrolux workers
in Greenville who now manufacture solar panels for United Solar Ovonic. Ask them, and they will tell you what it feels
like to earn a good wage in an industry that is growing by leaps and bounds.
And the great thing about this new energy industry is that, just like our auto industry, it creates all kinds of jobs for all
kinds of people. The job your neighbor is looking for today and the job your child will go to college for tomorrow.
Jobs for electricians installing wind turbines in the Thumb. Jobs for machinists making the parts for those wind turbines
in Eaton Rapids. Jobs for factory workers assembling wind turbines in Novi. Jobs for sales men and women selling solar
panels in Auburn Hills. Jobs for workers to manufacture those solar panels in Greenville. Jobs for truck drivers hauling
the waste from paper mills to biorefineries in the U.P. Jobs for carpenters weatherizing homes in Detroit and Muskegon.
Jobs for manufacturing workers making energy-efficient siding in Midland. Jobs for engineers designing the electric car
battery in Ann Arbor.
The fact that these jobs exist in Michigan today is no accident. These jobs are here because we put a strategy in place
to bring them here – often by beating out other states and other countries to get them.
In December, we passed ground-breaking incentives to make sure the batteries that will soon power electric cars are
made in Michigan. Thank you, Representative Gonzales, for your leadership on this legislation. Within weeks of passage,
GM announced it will assemble the battery packs for the Volt, its new electric vehicle, right here in Michigan.
And A123 Systems, a Massachusetts company, announced it is seeking almost $2 billion in federal loans to build up
to 5 million electric car batteries a year and employ some 14,000 workers right here in Michigan.
They weren’t just choosing Michigan because they like our lakes and thousands of miles of coastline. They chose
Michigan because we acted to bring this industry here. We want the batteries here. We want those electric cars researched,
designed and assembled here. And we want other kinds of alternative energy jobs.
Last year, I said that we would look attractive to renewable energy companies only if we, as a state, set a firm goal for
the use of renewable energy. Thanks to you – and to Representative Mayes and Senator Birkholz – that goal became law
in October.
Barely a few months later, workers across Michigan began pulling down good paychecks because of your action.
Check this out: Since that law was passed, three wind turbine manufacturers announced their expansions in Michigan:
Mariah Power in Manistee, Global Wind Systems in Novi, and Cascade Swift Turbine in Grand Rapids. Uni-Solar
announced another new solar panel factory in Battle Creek. HSC announced a billion dollar expansion for solar panel
materials near Saginaw. Dow Corning announced a new solar panel facility. These companies are generating thousands of
jobs. And tonight, I’m announcing that Great Lakes Turbine will locate in Monroe, creating hundreds more jobs building
wind turbines.
We have great engineers, a phenomenal manufacturing workforce, and you gave the catalyst we needed to attract those
companies. But we need more jobs – a lot more. So tonight, I am announcing the next phase of our plan.
The demand for wind and solar power in this country is about to explode. President Obama has announced ambitious
plans to double our nation’s use of these renewable energy sources in just three years. As the nation’s demand for
renewable energy goes up, so, too, does the demand for the technologies and products that are critical to the new energy
industry. We will seize upon this surging demand for renewable energy to increase the supply of good-paying jobs in
Michigan.
So here’s our next aggressive goal: By the year 2020, Michigan will reduce our reliance on fossil fuels for generating
electricity by 45 percent. We will do it through increased renewable energy, gains in energy efficiency and other new
technologies. You heard me right: a 45 percent reduction by 2020.
How will we reach this 45-by-20 goal and get the jobs that come with it? Instead of spending nearly $2 billion a year
importing coal or natural gas from other states we’ll be spending our energy dollars on Michigan wind turbines, Michigan
solar panels, Michigan energy-efficiency devices, all designed, manufactured and installed by. . .Michigan workers.
First, I will ask the Legislature to make Michigan the first state in the nation to let every homeowner, every business,
become a renewable energy entrepreneur who can make money by installing solar panels or wind systems on their home
or business and selling that renewable energy back to the power company. Through this legislation, we will create a
powerful new market for large and small turbines and solar panels made by Michigan workers.
Second, I am asking our Public Service Commission to put our utility companies in the energy efficiency business by
changing how rates are set. Today, these companies make money selling us electricity and natural gas. The more you use,
the more money they make. Tomorrow, they’ll make money by helping us use less of both.
Instead of investing in new power plants, they will invest in the products and technologies that allow us to use far less
energy in our homes. Everything from fuel efficient furnaces to LED light bulbs will produce lower bills for Michigan
consumers and more jobs for Michigan workers. Unlike the coal we buy from Wyoming and Montana, money we spend
on energy efficiency will produce tens of thousands of jobs in Michigan.
As proof that it can be done, our state government has cut electricity use by 23 percent and saved taxpayers some
$60 million over the past three years. How did we do it? We installed energy saving light bulbs from Michigan companies
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in Troy and Detroit. We used Michigan-made heating and air-conditioning equipment from Michigan companies in
Kalamazoo and Three Rivers. Michigan workers have caulked windows, blown insulation, and installed energy-saving
devices. Saving Michigan money, creating Michigan jobs.
If state government can do this, you can too.
The third way we’ll create jobs through our aggressive 45-by-20 goal is to create the Michigan Energy Corps to
put thousands of unemployed Michigan citizens back to work this year, weatherizing homes, schools and other public
buildings, installing renewable energy technology, and turning our abundant natural resources into renewable fuels.
In the next year alone, we’ve set a goal of weatherizing more than 100,000 homes in our state and installing energy
efficiency and renewable energy technology in 1,000 buildings. Every one of those projects means new jobs for people
who need them right now.
And fourth, we will launch a program called Michigan Saves in conjunction with our utility companies. Michigan
Saves will allow Michigan families and businesses to weatherize their homes and install Michigan-made energy efficiency
technology with zero up-front charges. The monthly savings will pay the cost of the improvements.
Achieving these ambitious goals will also lessen the need for a slew of new coal power plants in Michigan. That’s
why I have directed the Department of Environmental Quality to evaluate, in consultation with our Public Service Commission, both the need for additional electricity generation and all feasible and prudent alternatives before approving new
coal-fired power plants in Michigan. One such alternative is developing technology to prevent coal plants from spewing
dirty carbon emissions into the air. That breakthrough technology, and others like it, can create jobs here, too.
The nation is moving to a new energy future, but if we are willing to think strategically and act boldly, like we have
in other sectors, Michigan can lead job creation in this area too. While this new energy sector represents our single best
hope for new investment and new jobs, Michigan’s diversification strategy has also targeted other emerging sectors from
the life sciences to advanced manufacturing to homeland security. And we have similar results in those sectors.
In fact, since we made bipartisan changes to our economic development incentives last year, Michigan’s economic
development agency, the MEDC, had the best six months ever in its history for creating jobs: 55,000 jobs; $4.7 billion
of investment; 84 companies. This despite the recession. Just since August. Those jobs and businesses are listed on our
Web site at www.michigan.gov/jobs.
In the year ahead, my motto will continue to be I will go anywhere, do anything to bring jobs to Michigan. My seven
overseas jobs missions have brought 45 new businesses, $956 million in investment, and nearly 11,000 new jobs to our
state. This year, I will again go wherever there’s an opportunity to bring jobs back to Michigan.
We are also creating new opportunities for Michigan’s existing businesses through our Buy Michigan First directive.
Since I issued an order creating a preference for Michigan firms, over 85 percent of your tax dollars spent on state
contracts have gone to Michigan businesses. In the year ahead, we will require other units of government in Michigan –
our cities and townships, our counties and school districts, our colleges and universities – to adopt their own Buy
Michigan First policies. We all benefit when we spend our dollars with Michigan companies.
When I talk with people across Michigan they often ask, “What can I do to help?” Here’s my simple answer: Whenever
you can, buy products made or grown in Michigan. There’s no reason we can’t all root for the home team.
Support Michigan. Select Michigan. Buy Michigan. Everything from Ford to Faygo. From Bell’s Beer to Blueberries.
While we may court new investment from outside our state, our first love is the businesses that have long called Michigan
home.
Education
To attract and grow quality jobs, we must have the best trained, best educated workforce. That’s why we’ve set an
ambitious goal – to double the number of college graduates in Michigan. And we made progress toward that goal in many
ways in 2008.
All of our students are now taking a rigorous high school curriculum that prepares them for success in college or
technical training. It’s one of the toughest in the nation. All of our high school students now take a college entrance exam
free of charge. All are eligible for a $4,000 Michigan Promise scholarship that puts a college degree within the reach of
every student. And today, we have a record number of students attending our state universities and community colleges.
That’s progress.
In the year ahead, we will do more to help all students achieve the high goals we’ve set for them. Our 21st Century
Schools Fund will help school districts replace high schools that don’t work, with small, rigorous ones that do. Plans are
already under way in districts across our state, from Detroit to Flint to Holland, to create more than 25 of these rigorous
new high schools that not only keep kids in school but put them on the path to success in college and in careers.
The success of the Kalamazoo Promise has inspired communities across the nation, but Michigan will now be the
first state to replicate that achievement on a large scale. This year, 10 Michigan communities struggling with high rates
of poverty will create Promise Zones that use the promise of free college education to spur greatness in our kids and
economic development in those communities. Thanks to Representative Melton and Senator VanWoerkom for sponsoring
this ground-breaking legislation.
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And we must also help our teachers. We are very proud that Michigan was just named #2 in the country for our
percentage of well-qualified teachers in the classroom. With all of our high school students now taking tougher math
classes, we must continue to equip those teachers.
Beginning this summer, our Algebra for All initiative will give teachers across our state the professional development
they need to teach algebra in a proven way that ensures all kids master it, whether they’re math whizzes or not.
Our efforts to expand educational opportunity are not limited to the young. Our No Worker Left Behind initiative will
continue to train workers for skilled jobs that are available in Michigan today, providing free college tuition, up to $5,000
per year for two years.
Our goal was to train the first 100,000 workers who signed up over a three-year period. We’re over halfway there, with
52,000 Michigan citizens getting training through No Worker Left Behind for in-demand jobs such as nurses or electric
linemen or welders or solar panel installers or computer technicians. Fifty-two thousand people, an army of determined
citizens who have had the courage and the resilience to remake themselves, and in so doing, are helping us day-by-day
to remake Michigan.
The two critical questions we, as leaders, must answer, are: How do we get more good-paying jobs in Michigan? And
how do we make sure our people have the education and training to fill those jobs?
And the two critical questions our families must answer are: Where are the kids going to college after high school – not
if they are going, but where? What training do mom and dad need to move up at work or get a new job in a new field?
Today, we are doing more in Michigan to make training and education available to citizens than at any time in our
history. I am proud that we are creating these educational opportunities. But it is only Michigan families themselves who
can seize such opportunities and build a better future and a better state.
Protect
As we fight for new jobs, we must do all we can to protect those who are hurting the most under the weight of this
economic crisis. As Michigan’s families struggle to keep their homes and their jobs, to pay their bills and send their kids
to college, they need us to stand up with them and for them.
That is why we have added significantly more resources to the unemployment insurance system – a new call center,
additional hours, on-line service, more employees – to handle the massive increases in volume. So tonight, I am proposing
five additional, urgent measures to protect families during this economic crisis.
First, as we accelerate our push to get more kids to college, we cannot have them priced out of the market by tuition
increases. I am asking Michigan’s universities and community colleges to freeze tuition for the next academic year. No
tuition hikes during this year of economic crisis.
Second, with thousands of families across our state facing the threat of home foreclosure, I call on the Legislature to
pass the Home Foreclosure Prevention Act to give families 90 days to work out new financing for their homes without
fear of foreclosure. Thank you, Representative Johnson and Representative Coulouris, for your strong advocacy on
this issue. This is not a partisan bill – it is a bill that responds to the housing emergency facing Michigan families.
Foreclosures devastate families, but they also undermine housing values for blocks and whole neighborhoods. I urge both
chambers to act immediately, act as if the bank were demanding the keys to your home.
Third, I have asked the Public Service Commission to ban utility shut-offs for the remainder of this winter for seniors,
people with disabilities, and low- or no-income households. No more deaths like we saw last month in Bay City, where
a 93-year-old man froze to death in his home after his utilities were shut off. We must be sure this protection extends to
customers of municipal utilities that are not subject to the PSC’s authority. Thank you, Senator Barcia and Representative Mayes, for your leadership on this issue.
The fourth urgent measure – I call upon every auto insurance company to freeze rate increases for 12 months while the
Legislature works to enact comprehensive insurance reform. After holding hearings across the state, Michigan’s insurance
advocate will tomorrow release a report showing that our citizens are paying among the highest rates in America for auto
insurance they are compelled by law to buy. That report includes smart, specific proposals to give Michigan drivers the
choices that citizens in other states have: solid coverage with fair and affordable rates.
If an insurance company refuses to freeze rates during this 12-month period, I am directing the Office of Financial
and Insurance Regulation to use every administrative tool at its disposal to assure fair and affordable rates for Michigan
consumers. Thank you, Senator Scott, for your consistent voice on insurance affordability.
Finally, despite our continuing fiscal challenges, it is urgent that we continue to protect the health-care safety net in
Michigan.
In the budget I submit to you next week, I will ask you to join me in ensuring that we do not strip people of their health
coverage in our quest to reduce spending.
For the last six tough years, we have refused to take the easy way out by cutting health care to those who are the most
fragile. I’m proud that we have not cut a single child, or senior, or person with a disability off of health care. Not one.
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I am asking you to join me in continuing to protect those whom people of faith often call ‘the least of these’ – who
are often invisible to those in the halls of power. Let us commit, during this recession, to be guided by our best angels,
as we protect those least able to defend themselves. Denying health care to the vulnerable merely increases the cost for
those who are fortunate enough to have coverage. That’s not the answer.
One final word about health care. The National Governors’ Association has asked me to co-chair a bipartisan group of
the nation’s governors that will make recommendations to the president on providing affordable accessible health care for
all. I will carry to President Obama Michigan’s experiences, your stories, the stories of our families and our businesses
struggling to compete in a world where other countries provide health care for their people.
Michigan’s message is clear: We must have affordable, accessible health care for all Americans.
Conclusion
Protecting Michigan families from the harsh winds of an economic crisis. Giving our young people and adults in the
workforce the skills they need to succeed in a new economy. And creating the good-paying jobs Michigan families need
to lead successful lives in the state they love.
Those of us chosen to lead Michigan in this time of crisis cannot shrink from this challenge. So consider: Is it harder
to balance the state budget or the budget of a family that’s just gone from two paychecks to one?
Does it take more courage to say no to some special interest lobbyist or to tell your spouse and your children that you
have no job to go back to Monday morning?
No, the challenges we face as leaders don’t compare to what Michigan families must overcome every day.
I began this evening by talking about Michigan families, their problems and their fears. Let me introduce you to two
of those families.
Tyler and Diana Sutton live in Bay City. Tyler is 44. When he lost his job as the manager of a sporting goods store two
years ago, he wasn’t sure what to do next. He’d been in retail for 20 years; no one was hiring. He had three kids; one is
about to go to college.
While he was on unemployment, he learned about No Worker Left Behind and the training it provided to fill jobs
available in the chemical industry. He enrolled at Delta College where he earned an associates degree in chemical processing
within a year and a half. Today, he’s got a good job with good benefits as a processing technician at Dow Corning. And
he’ll tell you he loves it.
Sitting next to the Suttons are Dwayne and Barbara Hicks from Fraser in Macomb County. When Dwayne lost his
third job because of the economy, after 20 years in the tool and die industry, the Hicks family faced a tough decision. He
could take a trades job in South Carolina, or he could go back to school at age 44 for a new career in Michigan through
No Worker Left Behind. They chose Michigan.
While Dwayne had never been to college, he’s now enrolled at Macomb Community College where he’s earning a
degree in information technology. Both Dwayne and Tyler had to swallow their fears about becoming students again
in middle age; charting a new life course at almost the halfway mark. Dwayne wrote me a great thank you letter in
December. He explained:
Even though I had received an announcement from the state [about the No Worker Left Behind] program, I was
reluctant to accept it, partly because I believed that someone with my capabilities could indeed secure work and partly
because at 44 years of age, I had fears that I might be unsuccessful pursuing an education.
But he did accept the state’s offer to pay for retraining, and he’s almost finished and getting a 3.5 GPA.
This is how he closes his letter:
I feel that we must pull together to get through this rough patch of road and do what is necessary to create an even
better Michigan, a place the rest of our great country can look at and say ‘they grow leaders there.’
Amen Dwayne.
A wise person once said that ‘courage is the ability to sacrifice what we are for what we could become.’
Michigan must summon just such courage to abandon the old ways that no longer serve us. If there are leaders and
heroes in this economic crisis, they are the Suttons and the Hicks and the families like them who face head-on the
challenges of change with the courage to grow in a new direction. In the midst of heartache and strife, they fixed on hope
and strength to build a better future. Their hope is Michigan’s hope. Their strength is Michigan’s strength. And fixed on
that hope and that strength, we, together, will build a better Michigan.
God bless you all, and God bless the great state of Michigan.”
The business of the Joint Convention having been completed, the Governor, the Justices of the Supreme Court, the
Judges of the Court of Appeals and the State Officers withdrew.
Representative Angerer moved that the Joint Convention adjourn.
The motion prevailed, the time being 8:05 o’clock p.m.
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The Lt. Governor and members of the Senate retired.
The Speaker announced that the House of Representatives and Senate had met in Joint Convention and had listened to
the message of the Governor.
______
Rep. Womack moved that the House adjourn.
The motion prevailed, the time being 8:10 p.m.
The Speaker declared the House adjourned until Wednesday, February 4, at 1:30 p.m.
RICHARD J. BROWN
Clerk of the House of Representatives

70

