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THE APPARENT PROBLEM:

A recent election for o judgeship in Grand Rapids was
reportedly thrown into near chaos by the death of the
incumbent (whe, tragically, was shot by her husband) too
close to the election to allow additional candidates to file.
Because no other candidares had been running for the
office the result was g write-in election with many
contesrants that apparently caused much confusion. Some
method ought to be available to deal with such, admittedly
rare, situations, one that preserves the right of the people
te elect their judges rather than have them appointed.

THE CONTENT OF THE BILL:

The bi would amend the Michigan Election Law to allow
a person to qualify as a candidate for a judgeship after
the norma! fling deadline if the death or disqualification
of o cardidate more than 65 day: bafore the election
resutts in there being fewer candidates for nomination or
neminees for the office than oifices to be filled. The filing
deadline would be 4 p.m. on the 21st day following the
death or wizqualification of the candidate or 4 p.m. on the
60th day preceding the geneial November election,
which=.e- -« earlier Pefitions would hove to contaic 1 000
signatures or one-talf the minimum number noimally
required, whichever is less (Affidavits of candidacy would
not be permitied; all candidutes would have to file
signatures.) If the candidate who dies or is disqualified is
an incumbeit judge, then the judgeship would be regarded
o the ballot as one for which an incumbent is not seeking
re-glection (even if someone is appointed to fill the office
and seek= the office through a late filing). The bill wouid
also :wpecify thot if there are fewer nominees for a
judgeship than judgeships to be filled due to the death or
disqualification of a candidate less than 66 days before
the general November election, then no one would be
elected 0 the office for which there is not a candidate. (in
such cases, the governor would appoint a successor, who
would serve until the next election.) The bill would apply to
candidates for court of appeals, circuit court, municipal
court, probate court, and district court.
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FISCAL IMPLICATIONS:

There is no information ar present.

ARGUMENTS:

For:

The bill presents an orderly method of electing a judge in
cases where a candidate for a judgeship dies (or is
otherwise disqualified) and there are not enough
candidates to fill the available offices. The bill preserves
for the citizenry the right to elect its judges, but balances
that against the needs of those who administer elections.
Lare filing of candidates would be allowed if a candidate
died or was disqualified more than 65 days before the
general election but not later than that.

POSITIONS:

There are no positions at present.
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