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ENROLLED HOUSE BILL No. 4881
AN ACT to amend section 612 of Act No. 300 of the Public Acts of 1949, entitled as amended “An act to 

provide for the registration, titling, sale, transfer, and regulation of vehicles operated upon the public highways 
of this state or any other place open to the general public and distressed vehicles; to provide for the licensing of 
dealers; to provide for the examination, licensing, and control of operators and chauffeurs; to provide for the 
giving of proof of financial responsibility and security by owners and operators of vehicles; to provide for the 
imposition, levy, and collection of specific taxes on vehicles, and the levy and collection of sales and use taxes, 
license fees, and permit fees; to provide for the regulation and use of streets and highways; to create certain 
funds; to provide penalties and sanctions for a violation of this act; to provide for civil liability of owners and 
operators of vehicles and service of process on residents and nonresidents; to provide for the levy of certain 
assessments; to provide for the enforcement of this act; to provide for the creation of and to prescribe the powers 
and duties of certain state agencies; to repeal all other acts or parts of acts inconsistent with this act or contrary 
to this act; and to repeal certain parts of this act on a specific date,” as amended by Act No. 105 of the Public 
Acts of 1988, being section 257.612 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

The People of the State of Michigan enact:

Section 1. Section 612 of Act No. 300 of the Public Acts of 1949, as amended by Act No. 105 of the Public 
Acts of 1988, being section 257.612 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, is amended to read as follows:

Sec. 612. (1) When traffic is controlled by traffic control signals, not less than 1 signal shall be located over 
the traveled portion of the roadway so as to give drivers a clear indication of the right of way assignment from 
their normal positions approaching the intersection. The vehicle signals shall exhibit different colored lights 
successively, 1 at a time, or with arrows. Red arrow and yellow arrow indications have the same meaning as the 
corresponding circular indications, except that they apply only to drivers of vehicles intending to make the 
movement indicated by the arrow. The following colors shall be used and the terms and lights shall indicate and 
shall apply to drivers of vehicles as follows:

(a) If the signal exhibits a green indication, vehicular traffic facing the signal, except when prohibited under 
section 664, may proceed straight through or turn right or left unless a sign at that place prohibits either turn. 
Vehicular traffic, including vehicles turning right or left, shall yield the right of way to other vehicles and to 
pedestrians lawfully within the intersection or an adjacent crosswalk at the time the signal is exhibited.

(b) If the signal exhibits a steady yellow indication, vehicular traffic facing the signal shall stop before 
entering the nearest crosswalk at the intersection or at a limit line when marked, but if the stop cannot be made 
in safety, a vehicle may be driven cautiously through the intersection.

(c) If the signal exhibits a steady red indication, the following shall apply:
CO Vehicular traffic facing a steady red signal alone shall stop before entering the crosswalk on the near side 

of the intersection or at a limit line when marked or, if there is no crosswalk or limit line, before entering the 
intersection, and shall remain standing until a green indication is shown, except as provided in subparagraph 
(m).
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(ii) Vehicular traffic facing a steady red signal, after stopping before entering the crosswalk on the near side 
of the intersection or at a limit line when marked or, if there is no crosswalk or limit line, before entering the 
intersection, may make a right turn from a 1-way or 2-way street into a 2-way street or into a 1-way street 
carrying traffic in the direction of the right turn; or a left turn from a 1-way or 2-way street into a 1-way 
roadway carrying traffic in the direction of the left turn unless prohibited by sign, signal, marking, light, or 
other traffic control device. The vehicular traffic shall yield the right of way to pedestrians lawfully within an 
adjacent crosswalk and to other traffic lawfully using the intersection.

(d) If the signal exhibits a steady green arrow indication, vehicular traffic facing the green arrow signal, 
shown alone or in combination with another indication, may cautiously enter the intersection only to make the 
movement indicated by the arrow, or other movement permitted by other indications shown at the same time. 
The vehicular traffic shall yield the right of way to pedestrians lawfully within an adjacent crosswalk and to 
other traffic lawfully using the intersection.

(2) If a traffic control signal is erected and maintained at a place other than an intersection, the provisions of 
this section shall be applicable except as to those provisions which by their nature cannot have application. Any 
stop required shall be made at a sign or marking on the pavement indicating where the stop shall be made, but, 
in the absence of a sign or marking, the stop shall be made at the signal.

(3) A person who violates subsection (1) or (2) is responsible for a civil infraction.
(4) A driver of a vehicle who approaches a person using a wheelchair or a device to aid the person to walk at 

a crosswalk or any other pedestrian crossing shall take such precautions as may be necessary to avoid accident 
or injury to the person using the wheelchair or device. A person who violates this subsection is guilty of a 
misdemeanor.

(5) A sign prohibiting a turn on a red signal as provided in subsection (l)(c)(u) shall be located above or 
adjacent to the traffic control signal or as close as possible to the point where the turn is made, or at both 
locations, so that 1 or more of the signs are visible to a driver intending to turn, at the point where the turn is 
made. An additional sign may be used at the far side of the intersection in the direct line of vision of the turning 
driver.

Section 2. This amendatory act shall take effect April 1, 1991.

Clerk of the House of Representatives.

Secretary of the Senate.

Approved.........................................................................

Governor.
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