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ENROLLED HOUSE BILL No. 5474
AN ACT to amend section 102 of Act No. 288 of the Public Acts of 1967, entitled as amended “An act to 

regulate the subdivision of land; to promote the public health, safety and general welfare; to further the orderly 
layout and use of land; to require that the land be suitable for building sites and public improvements, and that 
there be adequate drainage thereof; to provide for proper ingress and egress to lots; to promote proper 
surveying and monumenting of land subdivided and conveyed by accurate legal descriptions; to provide for the 
approvals to be obtained by subdividers prior to the recording and filing of plats; to provide for the 
establishment of special assessment districts and for the imposition of special assessments to defray the cost of 
the operation and maintenance of retention basins for land within all or a part of the final plat; to establish the 
procedure for vacating, correcting and revising plats; to control residential building development within 
floodplain areas; to provide for reserving easements for utilities in vacated streets and alleys; to provide for the 
filing of amended plats; to provide for the making of assessors plats; to provide penalties for the violation of the 
provisions of this act; and to repeal certain acts and parts of acts,” being section 560.102 of the Michigan 
Compiled Laws.

The People of the State of Michigan enact:

Section 1. Section 102 of Act No. 288 of the Public Acts of 1967, being section 560.102 of the Michigan 
Compiled Laws, is amended to read as follows:
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Sec. 102. As used in this act:
(a) “Plat” means a map or chart of a subdivision of land.
(b) “Land” means all land areas occupied by real property.
(c) “Preliminary plat” means a map showing the salient features of a proposed subdivision submitted to an 

pproving authority for purposes of preliminary consideration.
(d) “Subdivide” or “subdivision” means the partitioning or dividing of a parcel or tract of land by the 

iroprietor thereof or by his or her heirs, executors, administrators, legal representatives, successors or assigns 
or the purpose of sale, or lease of more than 1 year, or of building development, where the act of division 
:reates 5 or more parcels of land each of which is 10 acres or less in area; or 5 or more parcels of land each of 
vhich is 10 acres or less in area are created by successive divisions within a period of 10 years. “Subdivide” or 
"subdivision” does not include a property transfer between 2 or more adjacent parcels, if the property taken 
:rom 1 parcel is added to an adjacent parcel; and any resulting parcel shall not be considered a building site 
unless the parcel conforms to the requirements of this act or the requirements of an applicable local ordinance.

(e) “Parcel” or “tract” means a continuous area or acreage of land which can be described as provided for in 
this act.

(f) “Lot” means a measured portion of a parcel or tract of land, which is described and fixed in a recorded 
plat.

(g) “Outlot”, when included within the boundary of a recorded plat, means a lot set aside for purposes other 
than a building site, park, or other land dedicated to public use or reserved to private use.

(h) “Proprietor” means a natural person, firm, association, partnership, corporation, or combination of any of 
them which may hold any ownership interest in land whether recorded or not.

(i) “Governing body” means the legislative body of a city or village or the township board of a township.
(j) “Municipality” means a township, city, or village.
(k) “County plat board” means the register of deeds, who shall act as chairperson, the county clerk, who shall 

act as secretary, and the county treasurer. If the offices of county clerk and register of deeds have been 
combined, the chairperson of the board of supervisors shall be a member of the plat board and shall act as 
chairperson. In a county where a board of auditors is authorized by law such board may elect to serve on the 
county plat board by adopting a resolution so ordering. A copy of the recorded resolution shall be sent to the 
state treasurer.

(0 “Public utility” means all persons, firms, corporations, copartnerships, or municipal or other public 
authority providing gas, electricity, water, steam, telephone, sewer, or other services of a similar nature.

(m) “Caption” means the name by which the plat is legally and commonly known.
(n) “Replat” means the process of changing, or the map or plat which changes, the boundaries of a recorded 

subdivision plat or part thereof. The legal dividing of an outlot within a recorded subdivision plat without 
changing the exterior boundaries of the outlot is not a replat.

(o) “Surveyor” means either a land surveyor who is registered in this state as a registered land surveyor or a 
civil engineer who is registered in the state as a registered professional engineer.

(p) “Government survey” means the land surveyed, subdivided and monumented by the United States public 
land survey.

(q) “Michigan coordinate system” means the system defined in Act No. 9 of the Public Acts of 1964, being 
sections 54.231 to 54.239 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

(r) “Alley” means a public or private right of way shown on a plat which provides secondary access to a lot, 
block, or parcel of land.

(s) “Health department” means the state, city, county, or district health department having jurisdiction.
(t) “Public sewer” means a sewerage system as defined in section 2 of Act No. 98 of the Public Acts of 1913, 

as amended, being section 325.202 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.
(u) “Public water” means a system of pipes and structures through which water is obtained and distributed 

to the public, including wells and well structures, intakes, and cribs, pumping stations, treatment plants, 
reservoirs, storage tanks and appurtenances, collectively or severally, actually used or intended for use for the 
purpose of furnishing water to the public for household or drinking purposes.

(v) “Topographical map” means a map showing existing physical characteristics, with contour lines at 
sufficient intervals to permit determination of proposed grades and drainage.

(w) “Flood plain” means that area of land adjoining the channel of a river, stream, water course, lake, or 
other similar body of water which will be inundated by a flood which can reasonably be expected for that 
region.
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This act is ordered to take immediate effect.

Approved.........................................................................

Governor.

Clerk of the House of Representatives.

Secretary of the Senate.
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