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HOUSE BILL No. 4238

February 21, 1989, Introduced by Reps. Gubow, DeMars, Scott, Stabenow,
Crandall, Wartner, DelLange, Bankes, Bennett, Trim and Hertel and referred
to the Committee on Public Health.

A bill to amend section 2157 of Act No. 236 of the Public
Acts of 1961, entitled as amended
"Revised judicature act of 1961,"
being section 600.2157 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:

Section 1. Section 2157 of Act No. 236 of the Public Acts
of 1961, being section 600.2157 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, is
amended to read as follows:

Sec. -2157. —Ne— EXCEPT AS OTHERWISE PROVIDED BY LAW, A
person duly authorized to practice medicine or surgery shall —be
artreowed—teo— NOT disclose any information -wirtehr—he—may—have— THAT
THE PERSON HAS acquired in attending —any— A patient in —his— A
professional character, —emd—whiech— IF THE information was

necessary to enable —h+m— THE PERSON to prescribe for —sweh— THE
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patient as a physician, or to do any act for —irim— THE PATIENT as

a surgeon. —PFrovided—howvever—fhat—ir—ease—such— IF THE
patient —sheii—bring— BRINGS an action against any defendant to

recover for any personal injuries, or for any malpractice, —%f
sweh—plaintiff-shatlpreduce—any— AND THE PATIENT PRODUCES A phy-
sician as a witness in —hris— THE PATIENT'S own behalf —— who has
treated —him— THE PATIENT for —swelr— THE injury —— or for any
disease or condition ——with—reference—e— FOR which —suwehl— THE
malpractice is alleged, —-hre— THE PATIENT shall be —deemed—
CONSIDERED to have waived the privilege —hereinbefore— provided
~—feors— IN THIS SECTION as to —eany—eor—eali—other—physicireans,—
ANOTHER PHYSICIAN who -mey—have— HAS treated —him— THE PATIENT
for —sweh— THE injuries, disease, or condition. -——Provided—fur—
ther—Ffhat—after—the—decease—of—suchpetient—in—ea—contest—upon
the—gquestionreofadmiteing—the—wiltil—of—sueh— IF A patient —+e
probates— HAS DIED, the heirs at law of —sueh— THE patient,
whether proponents or contestants of —his— THE PATIENT'S will,
shall be -deemed— CONSIDERED to be personal representatives of
—sueh— THE deceased patient for the purpose of waiving the privi-
lege —hereinbefore—ecreated- UNDER THIS SECTION IN A CONTEST UPON

THE QUESTION OF ADMITTING THE PATIENT'S WILL TO PROBATE.

Section 2. This amendatory act shall not take effect unless
Senate Bill No. or House Bill No. #%237 (request
no. 00678'89 *) of the 85th Legislature is enacted into law.
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