
 
 
 

HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE  ON 
AGRICULTURE 

 
307 House Office Building                     Wednesday 12:00 P.M.               April 21, 2010 
 
Representative Mike Huckleberry, Chair, called the meeting to order. 
 
Representative Huckleberry requested attendance be called to establish a quorum of the 
appointed committee members: 
 

Present: Representatives Huckleberry, Mayes, Barnett, Griffin, Haase, Nerat, Valentine, 
Tyler, Daley, Hansen and Kurtz. 

 Absent/Excused:  None. 
 
Representative Kurtz moved to approve the minutes of the March 24, 2010 meeting. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid SB 1138 before the committee. 
 
SB 1138 Van Woerkom Animals; other; swine running at large on DNR property; clarify that 

impoundment remedy does not preclude shooting. 
 
Jeff Cobb, representing Senator Van Woerkom's office, testified on SB 1138. Questions and  
discussion followed. 
 
The following submitted testimony cards indicating support for SB 1138 but did not wish to speak. 
 
Matt Smego, representing the Michigan Farm Bureau 
George Carr, representing the Michigan Veterinary Medical Association 
Rodney Stokes, representing the Michigan Department of Natural Resources and Environment 
 
Representative Mayes moved to report out SB 1138 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 10-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas:  Representatives Huckleberry, Mayes, Griffin, Haase, Nerat, Valentine, Tyler, Daley, 
Hansen and Kurtz,  
 Nays:  None, 
 Pass: None. 
 



SB 1138 reported out with recommendation. 
 
The Chair laid HR 252 before the committee. 
 
HR 252   Huckleberry   A resolution to declare April 22, 2010 as Farmers Care Day in the  
     state of Michigan. 
 
Chair, Representative Huckleberry explained the resolution to the committee. 
 
The following submitted a testimony card indicating support for HR 252 but did not wish to speak: 
 
Matt Smego, representing the Michigan Farm Bureau 
 
Representative Haase moved to report out House Resolution 252 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 11-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas:  Representatives Huckleberry, Mayes, Barnett, Griffin, Haase, Nerat, Valentine, Tyler, 
Daley, Hansen and Kurtz,  
 Nays:  None, 
 Pass: None. 
 

HR 252 reported out with recommendation. 
 

The Chair laid HB 4663 before the committee. 
 
HB 4663 Espinoza Occupations; individual licensing and regulation; dealers or research 

facilities using dogs and cats for certain purposes; clarify regulation. 
 
Representative Espinoza explained his bill to the committee.  Questions and discussion followed. 
 
The following testified indicating support for HB 4663. 
 
Allie Phillips (JD), representing the American Humane Association 
Wendy Swift (DMV), representing the American Humane Association 
Ronald Blanding, representing the Montcalm County Board of Commissioners 
Frances Schvleit, representing the American Humane and Montcalm County 
Lori J. Rumpf, representing herself 
George Carr, representing the Michigan Veterinary Medical Association (with amendments) 
 
The following testified in opposition to HB 4663. 
 
Al. W. Stinson (DMV), representing the Michigan Hunting Dog Federation and Michigan 
Association for Purebred Dogs 



Dr. Steve Halstead (DMV), representing the Michigan Department of Agriculture. 
 
The following submitted testimony cards indicating support for HB 4663 but did not wish to 
speak. 
 
Richard C. Angelo, Jr., representing the Animal Law Section/State Bar 
Roberta Angelo, representing the animals 
Penelope Tsernoglon, representing the Friends of Ingham County and herself 
Judy Oislen, representing the Helping Eaton Animals Resource Team 
Holly Sauve, representing the Voiceless-Michigan 
Gretchen Harrison, representing herself 
Marie Green, representing herself 
Anna Scott, representing the Animal Law Section of State Bar of Michigan   
Jeanne Urbanski, representing the Concerned Citizens Committee/Montcalm 
Michael A. Urbansik, representing the Concerned Citizen Coalition 
Victoria Cabot, representing herself 
Charles Preston Smith, representing himself 
Alana Slipchuk, representing herself 
Cal Morgan, representing the Michigan Humane Society 
Eileen Burr, representing herself 
Janet Vormittag, representing the Cats and Dogs Magazine 
Carolyn Matheson, representing herself 
Carol Manos, representing Carol's Ferals 
 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting, 
the time being 1:20 p.m. 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Representative Mike Huckleberry, Chair                      Dave Mead 
                                                                                                                   Committee Clerk 
                                                                                                                   April 21, 2010 
________________________________           80 minutes 
Date Approved and Signed 
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