
MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 
ON 

APPROPRIATIONS   
 

Wednesday, March 3, 2010                        11:30 a.m.          Room 352, State Capitol 
 
The House Standing Committee on Appropriations was called to order by the Chair, 
Representative George Cushingberry, Jr. 
 
The invocation was offered by Chairman Cushingberry, State Representative from the 8th 
District. 
 
Members present: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, 
Espinoza, Gonzales, Gregory, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Spade, 
Switalski, Tlaib, Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, Lori, 
Proos, Rogers, Schuitmaker. 
 
Members absent: Rep. Bennett. 
 
Representative Dean moved to adopt the minutes of the meetings held on Wednesday, January 20, 
2010 and Thursday, February 11, 2010. Representative Jackson supported the motion. Without 
objection the minutes were adopted.  
 
Chairman Cushingberry recognized Mitch Bean, Director of the House Fiscal Agency, for an 
overview of the 2010 – 2011 Executive Budget Recommendation. 
 
Robert Schneider, Associate Director from the House Fiscal Agency, answered questions.  
 
Chairman Cushingberry made remarks. 
 
Chairman Cushingberry recognized Barry Wickman, State Bureau Administrator for the Michigan 
Department of Corrections, to answer further questions. 
 
Chairman Cushingberry placed several bills before the committee:  
 
HB 5519 Knollenberg Legislature; other; fiscal year; revise. 
 
HR 197 Knollenberg A resolution calling for the state to adopt a three-year budget with 

a five-year outlook. 
 
HCR 15 Proos A concurrent resolution to express support for the concept of 

preparing biennial state budgets.  
 
HJR SS Dillon Legislature; other; two-year fiscal period; require. 
 
 
Representative Knollenberg was recognized for opening remarks on House Bill 5519 and House 



Resolution 197. 
 
Discussion on the legislation was allowed. 
 
Representative Proos was recognized for opening remarks on the House Concurrent Resolution 
15: 
 
Representative Proos submitted a proposed substitute to House Concurrent Resolution 15.  
 
The concurrent resolution was discussed only.   
 
Chairman Cushingberry proceeded with the Legislative Transfer Package for the  
Departments of Attorney General, Community Health, Corrections, Energy, Labor and  
Economic Growth, Human Services, Military and Veterans Affairs, Transportation, and  
Treasury (State Budget Letter dated 2/23/10). 
 
Margaret Alston, House Fiscal Senior Analyst and Transfer Coordinator, was recognized on the 
transfer packet.    
 
Chairman Cushingberry recognized Subcommittee Chairpersons from each Department listed in 
the transfer. 
 
Subcommittee Chair Durhal was recognized for opening remarks on the Department of Attorney 
General Transfer. 
 
Robin Risko, Senior Fiscal Analyst from the House Fiscal Agency, was recognized to answer 
further questions. 
 
Subcommittee Chair McDowell was recognized for opening remarks on the Department of 
Community Health Transfers.  
 
Sue Frey, Senior Fiscal Analyst from the House Fiscal Agency, was recognized.  
 
Mary Jane Russell, from the Department of Community Health, was recognized to answer 
further questions on the Community Health Transfers. 
 
Subcommittee Chairperson Smith was recognized for opening remarks on the Department of 
Corrections transfers.  
 
Bob Schneider, Associate Director for the House Fiscal Agency, was introduced and recognized 
for the Department of Corrections Fiscal Area. 
 
 
Mark Wolf, Fiscal Analyst from the House Fiscal Agency, was recognized to answer questions 
on the Department of Energy, Labor and Economic Growth transfers. 
 



Subcommittee Chairman Spade was recognized for opening remarks on the Department of 
Human Services transfers. 
 
Kevin Koorstra, Fiscal Analyst from the House Fiscal Agency, was recognized to answer further 
questions. 
 
Subcommittee Chairman LeBlanc was recognized for opening remarks on the Department of 
Military and Veterans Affairs transfers.  
 
Jan Wisniewski, Senior Fiscal Analyst for the House Fiscal Agency, was recognized to answer 
further questions. 
 
Subcommittee Chairman Gonzales was recognized for opening remarks on the Department of 
Transportation transfers. 
 
Kyle Jen, Associate Director of the House Fiscal Agency, was recognized to answer further 
questions on the Department of Transportation transfers.  
 
Subcommittee Chairman Durhal was recognized for opening remarks on the Department of 
Treasury transfer. 
 
Robin Risko, Senior Fiscal Analyst from the House Fiscal Agency, was recognized to answer 
further questions. 
  
Representative Durhal moved to adopt the transfer package for the various State Departments. 
 
Representative McDowell supported the motion. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 29-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, Espinoza, 
Gonzales, Gregory, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Spade, Switalski, Tlaib, Moss, 
Agema, Booher, Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, Lori, Proos, Rogers and 
Schuitmaker. 
NAYS: None. 
PASS: None. 
 
Chairman Cushingberry recognized Mitch Bean for overview of a handout prepared by the 
House Fiscal Agency on Biennial Budgeting. 
 
Chairman Cushingberry placed SB 251 before the committee:  
 
SB 251 McManus Appropriations; zero budget; department of natural resources; 

provide for fiscal year 2009-2010. 
 



Representative Lahti moved report SB 251 with recommendation. 
 
Representative Durhal supported the motion. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 27-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer,  Dean, Durhal, Espinoza, Gregory, Lahti, 
LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Spade, Switalski, Tlaib, Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, 
Genetski, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, Lori, Proos, Rogers and Schuitmaker. 
NAYS: None. 
PASS: None. 
 
There being no further business before the committee, seeing no objection the committee 
meeting adjourned, the time being 1:15 p.m. 
 
Representative George Cushingberry, Jr. Chair_______________________________ 
Darlene Moore, Committee Clerk, (517) 373-2994  
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