
 
 

MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 
ON 

APPROPRIATIONS   
 

Tuesday, March 23, 2010                       10:30 a.m.          Room 352, State Capitol 
 
The House Standing Committee on Appropriations was called to order by the Chair, 
Representative George Cushingberry, Jr. 
 
The invocation was offered by Chairman Cushingberry as a moment of silence. 
 
Members present: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Terry Brown, Dean, 
Durhal, Espinoza, Gonzales, Gregory, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, 
Spade, Switalski, Tlaib, Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, 
Lori, Proos, Rogers, Schuitmaker. 
 
Members absent: None.  
 
Chairman Cushingberry made opening remarks. 
 
The Chairman placed HB 5883 before the committee:  
 
HB 5883 (Tlaib) Appropriations; judiciary; judiciary budget; provide for fiscal year 

2010-2011. 
 
Chairman Cushingberry recognized the following individuals to testify on the bill. 
 
Chief Justice Marilyn J. Kelly of the Supreme Court.  
William Murphy, Chief Judge of the Court of Appeals. 
Karen Ellis, Budget Officer  
Dawn Monk, State Court Administrative Officer 
Dawn Van Hoek, Chief Deputy Director of the State Appellate Defenders Office  
 
Ben Gielczyk, House Fiscal Agency Analyst, was recognized for further questions on the bill. 
 
Representative Tlaib moved to adopt a substitute H-1 Draft 1 to HB 5883. 
 
Representative Brown supported the motion.  
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 30-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, 
Espinoza, Gonzales, Gregory, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Smith, Spade, Switalski, 



Tlaib, Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, Lori, Proos, Rogers 
and Schuitmaker. 
NAYS: None. 
PASS:  None.  
 
Representative Schuitmaker moved to adopt a substitute H-2 Draft 1 to House Bill 5883.  
 
Representative Moss supported the motion. 
 
The motion failed by a vote of 12-17-0. 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, 
Lori, Proos, Rogers and Schuitmaker. 
NAYS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, 
Espinoza, Gregory, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Smith, Spade, Switalski, Tlaib. 
PASS:  None. 
 
Representative Tlaib moved to report HB 5883 with recommendation as substituted H-1 Draft 1 
as substitute H-1. 
 
Representative Brown supported the motion. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 30-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, 
Espinoza, Gonzales, Gregory, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Smith, Spade, Switalski, 
Tlaib, Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, Lori, Proos, Rogers 
and Schuitmaker. 
NAYS: None. 
PASS:  None.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Chairman Cushingberry proceeded to HB 5889: 
 
HB 5889 (Gonzales) Appropriations; transportation; department of transportation; 

provide for fiscal year 2010-2011 
 
Representative Gonzales provided opening remarks.  
 
Bill Hamilton, Senior Fiscal Analyst from the House Fiscal Agency was recognized for further 
questions on the bill. 
 
The following individuals were recognized:  
Lyn Briggs, representing the Detroit Chapter SMACNA. 
Lee Schwartz, representing the Michigan Home Builders Association, in support of the bills. 
Al Shefkey, Bureau Director for the Michigan Department of Energy, Labor and Economic 
Growth was recognized. 
Kurt Steudle, Director, Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) was recognized and 
submitted a handout.  
Ron DeCook, Director of Government Affairs for MDOT was recognized. 
Patricia Whitlow, President of Detroit Safeway Transportation, was recognized and submitted  
A handout 
 
Testimony cards were submitted by the following individuals: 
Janice Mayers representing Safeway Transportation 
Regina Hicks representing Safeway Transportation  
Obie Trice representing Safeway Transportation 
Sandra Hines representing Safeway Transportation 
Art Vardiman representing Safeway Transportation 
Wilhelmina Cleveland representing Safeway Transportation 
Wesley Ganson Detroit Public School Advisory Board 
Charles Hale, Sr., representing Safeway Transportation 
Jordyn Allen representing Safeway Transportation 
Ed Noyola representing the County Road Association was recognized 
Mike Nystro, representing MI Infrastructure and Transportation Assoc. was recognized 
Keith Ledbetter representing MI Infrastructure and Transportation. Assoc. was recognized 
Ron Brenke representing the American Council of Engineering Companies  
Clark Harder representing the MI Public Transit Association 
Jonathan Byrd representing MI Laborers’ District Council  
Rebecca Park representing MI Farm Bureau  
Sam Houston representing IUOE 324  
 
Following discussion, Chairman Cushingberry appointed a subcommittee on  
Disadvantaged Business in Transportation  and appointed the following members:   
 
Representatives Jackson (C) , Durhal (Maj. VC) Agema (Min. VC). 
 



Chairman Cushingberry placed House Bill 5875 before the committee:  
 
HB 5875 (Espinoza) Appropriations; agriculture; department of agriculture; provide for 

fiscal year 2010-2011. 
 
Representative Espinoza was recognized for opening remarks to the bill. 
  
Bill Hamilton, Senior Fiscal Analyst for the House Fiscal Agency, was recognized for overview 
and questions. 
 
Amy Epkey, Budget Officer for the Department of Agriculture, was recognized.  
Nancy Nyquist, Legislative Liaison was also recognized.  
 
Representative Espinoza moved to adopt a substitute H-1 Draft 1 to HB 5875. 
 
Representative McDowell supported the motion.  
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 30-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, 
Espinoza, Gregory, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Spade, Switalski, Tlaib, 
Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, Lori, Proos, Rogers and 
Schuitmaker. 
NAYS: None. 
PASS:  None.  
 
Rep. Lori moved to amend House Bill 5875 substitute (H-1)draft 1 as follows: 
 
1.  Amend page 6, following line 25, by inserting: 

"Michigan agriculture environmental assurance program ....................................  $ 100". 
 

2.  Amend page 6, line 26, by striking $8,797,700 and inserting "$8,797,800". 

 

3.  Amend page 7, line 13 by striking "718,500" and inserting "$718,600". 

and amending the subtotals, totals, and section 201 accordingly. 

 
Representative Hildenbrand supported the motion.  
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 31-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, 



Espinoza, Gonzales, Gregory, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Spade, 
Switalski, Tlaib, Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, Lori, 
Proos, Rogers and Schuitmaker. 
NAYS: None. 
PASS:  None.  
 
Representative Espinoza moved to report HB 5875 with recommendation as substitute H-1 Draft 
1 as amended as substitute H-1. 
 
Representative McDowell supported the motion. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 18-6-7. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, 
Espinoza, Gonzales, Gregory, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Spade, Switalski, Tlaib.  
NAYS:Representatives Agema, Booher, Hildenbrand, Proos, Rogers, Schuitmaker.  
PASS: Representatives Jackson, Moss, Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, and Lori.  
 
There being no further business before the committee, seeing no objection the committee 
meeting adjourned the time being 1:30 p.m. 
 
Representative George Cushingberry, Jr. Chair_______________________________ 
Darlene Moore, Committee Clerk, (517) 373-2994  
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