
 
 

MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 
ON 

APPROPRIATIONS   
 

Wednesday, June 23, 2010                       11:00 a.m.          Room 352, State Capitol 
 
The House Standing Committee on Appropriations was called to order by the Chairman, 
Representative George Cushingberry. 
 
The invocation was offered by Reverend Robert Dean, State Representative from the 75th 
District and Superintendent of the Church of God in Christ. 
 
Members present: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Terry Brown, Dean, 
Durhal, Espinoza, Gonzales, Gregory, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Spade, 
Switalski, Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, Lori, Proos, 
Rogers, Schuitmaker. 
 
Members absent: Representative Jackson and Tlaib.  
 
Representative Dean moved to adopt the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday, June 1, 2010. 
Representative Spade supported the motion. Representative Gregory moved to adopt the minutes 
of the meeting held on Wednesday, June 2, 2010. Representative Miller supported the motion. 
Without objection the minutes were adopted.  
 
Chairman Cushingberry proceeded to the Legislative Transfer for the State Departments of 
Agriculture, Community Health, Corrections, Education, Energy, Labor and Economic Growth, 
Natural Resources and Environment, State, and State Police (State Budget Office Letter dated 
June 10, 2010). 
 
Chairman Cushingberry recognized subcommittee chairs for each department in the Legislative 
Transfer (State Budget Office Letter dated June 10, 2010).  
 
Representative Espinoza was recognized for Agriculture. 
Bill Hamilton, House Fiscal Agency, Senior Fiscal Analyst, was further recognized. 
 
Representative McDowell was recognized for the Department of Community Health.  
Sue Fry and Steve Stauff Senior Fiscal Analysts from the House Fiscal Agency were recognized. 
Mary Jane Russell, Senior Deputy Director of Operations Administration from the Department of 
Community Health was further recognized for questions. 
 
Representative Alma Smith was recognized for the Department of Corrections. 
Bob Schneider, Associate Director of the House Fiscal Agency, was recognized.  
Barry Wickman, Director of the Bureau of Fiscal Management from the Department of 
Corrections was further recognized to answer questions.  



 
  
Representative Terry Brown was recognized for the Department of Education. 
Bethany Wicksall, Senior Fiscal Analyst from the House Fiscal Agency was recognized for 
questions. 
 
Representative Lahti was recognized for the Department of Natural Resources and Environment.  
Viola Wild, Senior Fiscal Analyst from the House Fiscal Agency was recognized. 
Sharon Schafer, Chief Budget Officer from Department of Natural Resources and Environment 
was recognized for further questions. 
  
Representative Durhal was recognized for the Department of State.  
Ben Gielczyk, Fiscal Analyst from the House Fiscal Agency, was recognized.  
 
Representative LeBlanc was recognized for the Department of State Police. 
Jan Wisniewski, Senior Fiscal Analyst from the House Fiscal Agency, was further recognized.  
 
Representative Hammel was recognized for the Department of Energy, Labor and Economic 
Growth. 
Mark Wolf, Senior Fiscal Analyst from the House Fiscal Agency, was further recognized. 
Gary Heidel, Director of Program Policy and Market Research and Robert James, Manager of 
Government Relations were recognized. 
 
Representative Hammel moved to adopt the transfer packet for the various departments, State 
Budget Letter dated  June 10, 2010.  
 
Representative McDowell supported the motion. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote 26-0-1.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, 
Espinoza, Gregory, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Spade, Moss, Booher, Caul, 
Genetski, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, Lori, Proos, Rogers, and Schuitmaker. 
NAYS: None. 
PASS: Representative Agema. 
 
Chairman Cushingberry placed before the committee a legislative transfer packet for the 
Department of Natural Resources and Environment (state budget office letter dated June 16, 
2010). 
 
Representative Lahti was recognized for opening remarks.  
 
Viola Wild, Senior Analyst from the House Fiscal Agency, was recognized for explanation of the 
transfer package.  
 



Representative Lahti moved to adopt the transfer packet for the State Department of Natural 
Resources and Environment (State Budget Office Letter dated June 16, 2010) 
 
Representative Bennett supported the motion. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote 28-0-0.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal,  
Espinoza, Gonzales, Gregory, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Spade, Moss, Agema, 
Booher, Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, Lori, Proos, Rogers, and Schuitmaker. 
NAYS: None. 
PASS: None. 
 
Chairman Cushingberry proceeded to House Bill 6173: 
 
HB 6173 Espinoza Environmental protection; underground storage tanks; 

environmental protection regulatory fee on refined petroleum 
products; extend sunset date. 

 
Representative Espinoza was recognized for opening remarks.  
 
Viola Wild, Senior Analyst from the House Fiscal Agency, was recognized for explanation of the 
bill.  
Larry Steckelberg, Legislative Liaison for the Department of Treasury, James Kasprzak, Chief of 
Administration Division, from the Department of Natural Resources and Environment and Chief 
Budget Officer, Amy Epkey were further recognized. 
 
Ed Weglarz representing the Associated Food and Petroleum Dealers spoke opposing the bill.  
A testimony card was submitted by Mark Griffin representing the Michigan Petroleum 
Association.   
A testimony card was submitted by John Griffin representing the Associated Petroleum 
Industries of Michigan opposing the bill not wishing to speak.  
 
Representative Agema moved to amend House Bill 6173 as follows:  
 
1.  Amend page 1, line 2, after "3," by striking out "2015" and inserting "2011".  
 
Representative Moss supported the motion. 
 
The motion failed by a vote 13-16-0.  
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
YEAS: Representatives Leblanc Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, 
Hildenbrand, Lori, Proos, Rogers and Schuitmaker  
NAYS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, 
Espinoza, Gonzales, Gregory, Lahti, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Spade, Switalski,  



PASS: None. 
 
Representative Espinoza moved to report House Bill 6173 with recommendation. 
 
Representative Durhal supported the motion. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 18-11-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal,  
Espinoza, Gonzales, Gregory, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Spade, Switalski,  and 
Lori. 
NAYS: Representatives Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, 
Proos, Rogers, and Schuitmaker. 
PASS: None. 
 
Chairman Cushingberry proceeded to HB 4538:  
 
HB 4538 Rick Jones Corrections; alternatives; special alternative incarceration program; 

delete sunset date. 
 
Representative Smith was recognized for opening remarks. 
 
Bob Schneider, House Fiscal Agency Associate Director, was recognized for further explanation 
of the bill.  
 
Barry Wickman, Director of the Bureau of Fiscal Management, Steve DeBor, Acting Deputy 
Director of Planning and Community Development, and Russ Marlan, Executive Bureau 
Administrator, from the Department of Corrections were recognized for further questions. 
 
A testimony card was submitted by Cynthia Paul, representing the SEIU Local 526M, in support 
of the bill not wishing to speak.  
 
Andrew Ingall, Executive Director of Instruction, representing the Chelsea School District spoke 
in support of the bill.  
Warden Paul Klee, representing the Michigan Department of Corrections Special Alternative 
Incareration Program, was available to answer questions. 
Captain Terry Diaz with the Special Alternative Incarceration Program was also available to 
answer questions. 
 
Matt Smego, representing the Michigan Farm Bureau, submitted a testimony card in support of 
the bill not wishing to speak.  
  
Representative Smith moved to adopt substitute (H-1) draft 1 to House Bill 4538. 
 
Representative Switalski supported the motion. 
 



The motion prevailed by a vote of 29-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal,  
Espinoza, Gregory, Gonzales, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Spade, Switalski,  
Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, Lori, Proos, Rogers, and 
Schuitmaker. 
NAYS: None. 
PASS: None. 
 
Representative Smith moved to report House Bill 4538 with recommendation as substitute (H-1).  
 
Representative Switalski supported the motion. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 29-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal,  
Espinoza, Gregory, Gonzales, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Spade, Switalski,  
Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, Lori, Proos, Rogers, and 
Schuitmaker. 
NAYS: None. 
PASS: None. 
 
There being no further business before the committee, the committee meeting adjourned the time 
being 1:05 p.m. 
 
Representative George Cushingberry Chair_______________________________ 
Darlene Moore, Committee Clerk, (517) 373-2994  
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