
 
 

MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 
ON 

APPROPRIATIONS   
 

Wednesday, September 2, 2009                        9:00 a.m.          Room 352, State Capitol 
 

The House Standing Committee on Appropriations was called to order by the Chairman, 
Representative George Cushingberry, Jr. 
 
The invocation was offered by the Chairman as a moment of silent prayer. 
 
Members present: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, 
Espinoza, Gonzales, Gregory, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Spade, 
Switalski, Tlaib, Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, Lori, 
Proos, Rogers, Schuitmaker. 
 
Members absent/excused: Representative Bennett. 
 
Chairman Cushingberry made opening comments to the committee.  
 
Representative Hammel moved to adopt the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday, August 26, 
2009. Representative Dean supported the motion. Without objection the minutes were adopted.  
 
The Chairman placed before the committee HB5251 and 5252:  
 
HB 5251 Hammel Revenue sharing; counties; payment formula to certain counties; 

modify. 
 
HB 5252 Hammel Property tax; other; annual inflation adjustment; eliminate as 

expenditure from county revenue sharing reserve fund. 
 
Chairman Cushingberry recognized Majority Vice-Chair Hammel for opening remarks to the 
bills.  
 
Viola Wild, Senior Analyst from the  House Fiscal Agency, was called to the table.  
  
Tom Hickson, Robert Wagel, and Evelyn Kolbe representing the Michigan Association of 
Counties testified before the committee opposing the bills. 
 
James Ryan, representing the Oakland County Board of Commissioners, submitted a testimony 
card opposing the bills and not wishing to speak.  
 
Robert White, representing Kent County, submitted a card opposing the bills and wishing to be 
heard. 
 



Evie Zois, representing the Michigan Association of County Treasurers, submitted a card 
opposing the bills.  
 
The bills were before the committee for discussion only.  
 
Chairman Cushingberry proceeded to House Bills 5221 and 5222:  
 
HB 5221 Bennett Environmental protection; pollution prevention; laboratory 

recognition program; eliminate. 
 
HB 5222 Bennett Water; other; groundwater dispute resolution program; eliminate. 
 
Agriculture Subcommittee Chairman Espinoza was recognized for opening remarks and 
overview of the bills.  
 
Kirk Lindquist, Senior Fiscal Analyst for the House Fiscal Agency, was recognized for further 
questions on the bills.  
 
Carol Linteau, Legislative Director for the Department of Environmental Quality, was called to  
the table to respond to questions. 
 
Representative Espinoza moved to report HB 5221 out with recommendation.. 
 
Representative Hammel supported the motion.  
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 29-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Terry Brown, Dean, Espinoza,  
Gonzales, Gregory, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller. Alma Smith, Spade, Switalski,  
Tlaib, Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, Lori, Proos, Rogers,  
Schuitmaker. 
NAYS: None. 
PASS: None. 
 
The Chairman proceeded to HB 5222:  
 
Kirk Lindquist, Senior Fiscal Analyst for the House Fiscal Agency, was recognized for  
questions on the bill.  
 
Representative Espinoza moved to report HB 5222 out with recommendation.  
 
Representative Hammel supported the motion.  
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 29-0-0.  
 



FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, Espinoza,  
Gonzales, Gregory,  Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller. Alma Smith, Spade, Switalski,  
Tlaib, Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, Lori, Proos, Roberts,  
Schuitmaker. 
NAYS: None. 
PASS: None. 
 
Chairman Cushingberry proceeded to House Bills 5072 and 5073.  
 
HB 5072 Gonzales Transportation; funds; allocation for economic development road 

projects in any targeted industries; modify. 
 
HB 5073 Gonzales Vehicles; registration; distribution and use of revenues from 

increased fees; modify. 
 
Bill Hamilton, Senior Analyst for the House Fiscal Agency, was recognized for explanation of 
the bills. 
 
Mike Nykstrom, representing the Michigan Infrustructure Transportation Association, was 
present wishing to speak opposing the bills. 
 
Troy Haggen, Legislative Liasion from the Department of Transportation, submitted a testimony 
card not wishing to speak but supporting the legislation. 
 
The bills were discussed only. 
 
Closing comments were made by the Chairman.  
 
The committee stood in recess at 12:00 noon.  
 
Chairman Cushingberry adjourned the committee from the House Floor.  Without any objections 
the Committee adjourned. 
 
Representative George Cushingberry, Jr. Chair_______________________________ 
Darlene Moore, Committee Clerk, (517) 373-2994  
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