
 
MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 

ON 
APPROPRIATIONS   

 
Thursday, September 23, 2010                        9:00 a.m.          Room 352, State Capitol 
 
The House Standing Committee on Appropriations was called to order by the Chairman, 
Representative George Cushingberry, Jr. 
 
The invocation was offered by the Chairman, State Representative George Cushingberry from the 8th 
District.  
 
Members present: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Terry Brown, Dean, 
Durhal, Espinoza, Gonzales, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Spade, Switalski, 
Tlaib, Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, Lori, Proos, Rogers, 
Schuitmaker. 
 
Members absent: Representative Gregory. 
 
Representative Durhal moved to adopt the minutes of the meetings held on Wednesday,  September 8, 
2010.  Representative Smith supported the motion. Without objection the minutes were adopted.  
 
Chairman Cushingberry proceeded to the Legislative Transfer for the various State Departments  
(State Budget Office Letter dated September 15, 2010). 
 
Legislative Transfer for the Departments of Civil Rights, Community Health, Corrections, Energy, 

Labor and Economic Growth, Higher Education, Human Services, 
Military and Veterans Affairs, Natural Resources and Environment, 
State, State Police, Technology, Management and Budget, and 
Treasury (SBO letter dated 9/15/2010). 

 
Margaret Alston, House Fiscal Agency Senior Analyst and Transfer Coordinator was recognized.  
The  legislative transfer packet for the various state departments (State Budget Office letter dated  
September 15, 2010 is being considered with  page 33 of the transfer, State Department of 
Treasury Transfer (Casino Gaming) omitted).  
 
Chairman Cushingberry recognized subcommittee Chairpersons for each Department within the  
Transfer package:  
 
Subcommittee Chair Durhal was recognized regarding the Civil Rights Transfer 
Robin Risko, House Fiscal Agency Senior Analyst was further recognized.  
Subcommittee Chair McDowell was recognized regarding the Community Health Transfer. 
Steve Stauff Senior Fiscal Analyst for the House Fiscal Agency was recognized. 
Subcommittee Chair Alma Smith was recognized regarding the Department of Corrections Transfer. 
Bob Schneider, Associate Director for the House Fiscal Agency was recognized.  
Barry Whitman, representing the Department of Corrections was recognized for further questions.  
Subcommittee Chair Hammel was recognized regarding the Energy, Labor and Economic Growth 
Transfer 



Mark Wolf, Fiscal Analyst for the House Fiscal Agency was recognized. 
Subcommittee Chair Bauer was recognized regarding the Higher Education Transfer. 
Kyle Jen Associate Director of the House Fiscal Agency was recognized. 
Subcommittee Chair Spade was recognized regarding the  Human Services Transfer.  
Kevin Koorstra , Fiscal Analyst for the House Fiscal Agency was recognized. 
Subcommittee Chair LeBlanc was recognized regarding the Military and Veterans Affairs and State 
Police Transfer.  
Jan Wisniewski Senior Fiscal Analyst from the House Fiscal Agency was recognized. 
Subcommittee Chair Lahti was recognized regarding the Natural Resources and Environment 
Transfer.  
Viola Wild, Senior Fiscal Analyst from the House Fiscal Agency was recognized  
Sharon Shafer from the Department of Natural Resources and Environment was recognized for 
further questions. 
Subcommittee Chair Durhal was recognized regarding the State and Technology, Management and 
Budget and Treasury Transfers. 
Ben Gielczyk, Fiscal Analyst for the House Fiscal Agency was recognized. 
Robin Risko, Senior Fiscal Analyst for the House Fiscal Agency was recognized. 
 
Representative Smith moved to approve the transfer package for the various State Departments. 
Representative Espinoza supported the motion. 
  
The motion prevailed by a vote 21-0-9.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, 
Espinoza, Gonzales, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Spade, Switalski, Tlaib, 
Caul, Green, and Rogers. 
NAYS: None. 
PASS:Representatives Moss, Agema, Booher, Genetski, Haines, Hildenbrand, Lori, Proos, and 
Schuitmaker. 
 
Chairman Cushingberry proceeded to House Bill 5858:  
 
HB 5858 (Lahti) Appropriations; zero budget; capital outlay; provide for fiscal year 

2010-2011. 
 
Representative Lahti was recognized for opening remarks.  
 
Representative Lahti moved to adopt Substitute (H-1) to House Bill 5858. 
 
Representative McDowell supported the motion.  
 
The motion prevailed by a vote 21-8-1.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, 
Espinoza, Gonzales, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Spade,  Switalski, Tlaib, 
Caul, Green, and Rogers. 
NAYS: Representatives Moss, Agema, Booher, Genetski, Haines, Hildenbrand, Proos, and 



Schuitmaker. 
PASS: Representative Lori. 
 
Representative Lahti  moved to report House Bill 5858 with recommendation as substituted  
(H-1). 
 
Representative Bennett supported the motion.  
 
The motion prevailed by a vote 20-5-5. 
  
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, 
Espinoza, Gonzales, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Spade,  Switalski, Tlaib, 
Caul, and Green 
NAYS: Representatives Moss, Agema, Genetski, Hildenbrand, and Rogers. 
PASS: Representatives Booher, Haines, Lori, Proos and Schuitmaker. 
 
Chairman Cushingberry proceeded to the Legislative Transfer for Capital Outlay: 
 
Representative Lahti was recognized for opening remarks to the Legislative Transfer for Capital 
Outlay (SBO letter dated 9/15/2010).  
Robin Risko, Senior House Fiscal Analyst was recognized for further explanation on the Capital 
Outlay Transfer. 
  
Representative Lahti moved to approve the transfer package for Capital Outlay. 
 
Representative Bennett supported the motion. 
  
The motion prevailed by a vote 30-0-0.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Bennett, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, 
Espinoza, Gonzales, Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Spade,  Switalski, Tlaib, 
Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, Genetski, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, Lori, Proos, Rogers and 
Schuitmaker. 
NAYS: None. 
PASS: None. 
 
The committee stood at ease at 10:30 a.m.  
The committee reconvened at 12:00 p.m. 
 
Chairman Cushingberry proceeded to House Bill 6120:   
 
HB 6120 Tlaib Courts; funding; transfer of certain revenue from the juror 

compensation fund into the general fund; provide for. 
 
Representative Tlaib moved to adopt substitute (H-2) to House Bill 6120. 
 
Representative Miller supported the motion. 



 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 25-0-0.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, Espinoza, 
Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Switalski, Tlaib, Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, 
Genetski, Haines, Lori, Proos, Rogers and Schuitmaker. 
NAYS: None. 
PASS: None. 
 
Representative Tlaib moved to report House Bill 6120 with recommendation as substituted 
(H-2).  
 
Representative Miller supported the motion. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote 16-4-6. 
  
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, Espinoza, 
Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith,  Switalski, Tlaib, and Schuitmaker. 
NAYS: Representatives Moss, Booher, Caul, Rogers. 
PASS: Representatives Agema, Genetski, Green, Haines, Lori, and Proos. 
 
Chairman Cushingberry proceeded to Senate Bill 1035: 
 
SB 1035 Garcia Law enforcement; other; name-based criminal history check fee; 

increase. 
 
Representative LeBlanc moved to report Senate Bill 1035 with recommendation.  
 
Representative Smith supported the motion.  
 
The motion prevailed by a vote 27-0-0.  
 
 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, Espinoza, 
Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Switalski, Tlaib, Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, 
Genetski, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, Lori, Proos, Rogers and Schuitmaker. 
NAYS: None. 
PASS: None. 
 
The Chairman proceeded to Senate Bill 1450 and Senate Bill 1451: 
 
SB 1450 Birkholz Natural resources; inland lakes; preapplication meetings to review 

permit application; extend sunset. 
 
SB 1451 Birkholz Natural resources; wetlands; preapplication meetings to review permit 



application; extend sunset. 
 
Lee Schwartz, representing the Wetlands Advisory Council, was recognized to speak on the bills. 
 
Representative Lahti moved to report Senate Bill 1450 with recommendation. 
  
Representative McDowell supported the motion.  
 
The motion prevailed by a vote 17-5-5.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, Espinoza, 
Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith,  Switalski, Tlaib, Proos, and Rogers. 
NAYS: Representatives Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, Lori. 
PASS: Representatives Genetski, Green, Haines, Hildenbrand and Schuitmaker. 
 
Representative Lahti moved to report Senate Bill 1451 with recommendation.  
 
Representative McDowell supported the motion.  
 
The motion prevailed by a vote 19-4-4.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, Espinoza, 
Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Switalski, Tlaib, Green, Lori, Proos, and Rogers. 
NAYS: Representatives Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul. 
PASS: Representatives Genetski, Haines, Hildenbrand and Schuitmaker. 
 
Chairman Cushingberry proceeded to House Bill 6461:  
 
HB 6461 Johnson Taxation; hotel-motel tax; distribution of certain revenue into the 

general fund; provide for. 
 
Scott Schrager, Director of Legislative Affairs for the Michigan Department of Treasury was 
recognized to answer questions. 
 
Representative Jackson moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to House Bill 6461. 
 
Representative Durhal supported the motion. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 26-0-1.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, Espinoza, 
Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Smith, Switalski, Tlaib, Moss, Agema, Booher, Caul, Genetski, 
Green, Haines,  Hildenbrand, Lori, Proos, Rogers and Schuitmaker. 
NAYS: None. 
PASS: Representative Miller. 
 



Chairman Cushingberry proceeded to House Bill 5779: 
 
HB 5779 Caul Property; conveyances; transfer of certain property in Mt. Pleasant; 

provide for. 
 
Representative Caul moved to adopt substitute (H-3) to House Bill 5779. 
 
Representative McDowell supported the motion. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 26-0-0.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, Espinoza, 
Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Switalski, Tlaib, Moss, Agema, Caul, Genetski, 
Green, Haines, Hildenbrand, Lori, Proos, Rogers and Schuitmaker. 
NAYS: None. 
PASS: None. 
 
Representative Caul moved to report House Bill 5779 with recommendation as substituted 
(H-3).  
 
Representative McDowell supported the motion. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote 25-0-1.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, Espinoza, 
Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Switalski, Moss, Agema, Caul, Genetski, Green, 
Haines, Hildenbrand, Lori, Proos, Rogers, Schuitmaker. 
NAYS: None. 
PASS: Representative Tlaib. 
 
The Chairman returned to House Bill 6461:  
 
HB 6461 Johnson Taxation; hotel-motel tax; distribution of certain revenue into the 

general fund; provide for. 
 
Representative Jackson moved to report House Bill 6461 with recommendation as substituted 
(H-1). 
  
Representative Durhal supported the motion. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote 23-3-1.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, Espinoza, 
Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Switalski, Tlaib, Agema, Caul, Genetski, Green, 
Hildenbrand, Lori, Proos, Schuitmaker. 
NAYS: Representatives Moss, Booher, and Haines. 



PASS: Representative Rogers. 
 
Chairman Cushingberry proceeded to Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 46:  
 
SCR 46 McManus A concurrent resolution approving the conveyance of property to the 

State Building Authority and approving a lease among the State of 
Michigan, the State Building Authority, and West Shore Community 
College relative to the West Shore Community College Arts and 
Sciences Center/Remodeling and Additions. 

 
Representative Lahti moved to report Senate Concurrent Resolution 46 with recommendation. 
 
Representative McDowell supported the motion.  
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 26-1-0. 
  
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
YEAS: Representatives Cushingberry, Hammel, Bauer, Terry Brown, Dean, Durhal, Espinoza, 
Jackson, Lahti, LeBlanc, McDowell, Miller, Smith, Switalski, Tlaib, Moss, Booher, Caul, Genetski, 
Green, Haines,  Hildenbrand, Lori, Proos, Rogers and Schuitmaker. 
NAYS: Representative Agema. 
PASS: None. 
 
There being no further business before the committee, seeing no objection Chairman Cushingberry 
adjourned the committee meeting the time being 1:25 p.m. 
 
Representative George Cushingberry, Jr. Chair_______________________________ 
Darlene Moore, Committee Clerk, (517) 373-2994 
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