
 
 

 

HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
EDUCATION 

 
Thursday, March 25, 2010    10:30 a.m.         519 House Office Building 
 
Representative Melton, Chair, called the meeting to order. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Melton, Lisa Brown, Bledsoe, Byrum, Corriveau, 
Geiss, Haase, Kennedy, Lindberg, Nathan, Polidori, Roberts, Sheltrown, Valentine, Pavlov, 
Amash, Ball, DeShazor, McMillin, Pearce, Paul Scott, Tyler, and Walsh. 
 
Representative Valentine moved to approve the minutes of the March 18, 2010 meeting. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid HB 5963 before the committee. 
 
HB 5963 Melton School aid; other; deduction of general fund balance from district's 

state school aid payments; provide for. 
 
Ruth Beier, and Dave Stafford, representing the Michigan Education Association, testified in 
support of HB 5963.* Questions and discussion followed. 
 
David Martell, representing the Michigan School Business Officials, testified in opposition to 
HB 5963.* 
 
Jackie Johnston, and Debbie Squires, representing Huron Valley Public Schools, testified in 
opposition to HB 5963.* 
 
Joan Sergent, representing the Tri-County Alliance for Public Education, testified in opposition 
to HB 5963. 
 
The following people submitted testimony cards in opposition to HB 5963, but due to time were 
not able to speak: 
 
Mark Rajter, representing Southfield Public Schools,*  
Bob Kefgen, representing the Michigan Association of School Administrators and the Michigan 
Association of Intermediate School Administrators. 
 
Louise Somalski, representing the American Federation of Teachers of Michigan, submitted a 
testimony card in support of HB 5963, but did not wish to speak. 
 
The following people submitted testimony cards in opposition to HB 5963, but not wish to 



speak: 
 
Bret Marr, representing Oakland County, 
Dan Quisenberry, representing Michigan’s Charter Schools,* 
 

No further action was taken on HB 5963. 
 
With no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting, the 
time being 12:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Representative Tim Melton, Chair     Ben Cook 

Committee Clerk 
bcook@house.mi.gov 
March 25, 2010 

________________________________    1 hour 30 minutes 
Date Approved and Signed 
 
* indicates written material submitted. 
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