
 
 

 

HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
EDUCATION 

 
Thursday, June 11, 2009    9:00 a.m.         519 House Office Building 
 
Representative Melton, Chair, called the meeting to order. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Melton, Lisa Brown, Bledsoe, Byrum, Corriveau, 
Geiss, Haase, Kennedy, Lindberg, Nathan, Polidori, Roberts, Sheltrown, Valentine, Pavlov, 
Amash, Ball, DeShazor, McMillin, Pearce, Paul Scott, Tyler, and Walsh. 
 
Representative Sheltrown moved to approve the minutes of the June 4, 2009 meeting. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid HB 4787, HB 4788, and HB 4789 before the committee. 
 
HB 4787 Melton Education; reorganization; certain measures to identify and 

restructure failing schools; provide for. 
 
HB 4788 Johnson Education; school districts; changes in collective bargaining act to 

allow more flexibility in failing schools; provide for. 
 
HB 4789 Melton School aid; other; funding for turnaround schools; provide for. 
 
Andrew Rotherham, representing Education Sector, testified in support of the concept of the bill 
package.* Questions and discussion followed. 
 
John Cronin, representing the Northwest Evaluation Association, testified in support of the 
concept of the bill package.* 
 
Andrew Moore, representing the National League of Cities Institute for Youth, Education, and 
Families, testified in support of the concept of the bill package.  A short power point presentation 
was given.* 
 
John Stewart, representing himself, testified and indicated a neutral position on the bill package. 
 
Ivy Bailey, representing the Detroit Public Schools, testified and indicated a neutral position on 
the bill package. 
 
Leonard Zabawski, representing the Detroit Federation of Teachers, testified in opposition to the 
bill package. 
 



Paul Stankewitz, representing the Michigan Catholic Conference, testified in support of the bill 
package. 
 
Mary Wood, representing herself, testified and expressed concerns with the bill package.* 
 
Rebecca Crawford, representing the United Way of Southeastern Michigan, submitted a card in 
support of the bill package, but did not wish to speak. 
 
Noah Smith and Mia McNeil, representing the Association of Michigan School Counselors and 
the Michigan School Counseling Association, submitted a card indicating a neutral position to 
the bill package, but did not wish to speak. 
 
Don Wotruba, representing the Michigan Association of School Boards, submitted a card in 
support of the bill package, but due to time was not able to speak. 
 
With no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting, the 
time being 12:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Representative Tim Melton, Chair     Ben Cook 

Committee Clerk 
bcook@house.mi.gov 
June 11, 2009 

________________________________    3 hours 
Date Approved and Signed 
 
* indicates written material submitted. 
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