
 
 

 

HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
EDUCATION 

 
Thursday, June 18, 2009    10:30 a.m.         519 House Office Building 
 
Representative Melton, Chair, called the meeting to order. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Melton, Lisa Brown, Bledsoe, Byrum, Corriveau, 
Geiss, Haase, Kennedy, Lindberg, Nathan, Polidori, Roberts, Sheltrown, Valentine, Pavlov, 
Amash, Ball, DeShazor, McMillin, Pearce, Paul Scott, Tyler, and Walsh. 
 
The Chair laid HB 4806 before the committee. 
 
HB 4806 Switalski Higher education; tuition; educational assistance for 

entrepreneurial courses and training; provide. 
 
Representative Geiss moved to report out HB 4806 with recommendation it be referred to the 
committee on Commerce. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 23-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Melton, Lisa Brown, Bledsoe, Byrum, Corriveau, Geiss, 
Haase, Kennedy, Lindberg, Nathan, Polidori, Roberts, Sheltrown, Valentine, Pavlov, Amash, 
Ball, DeShazor, McMillin, Pearce, Paul Scott, Tyler, and Walsh, 
 Nays:  None, 
 Pass:  None. 
 

HB 4806 reported out with recommendation it be referred to committee on Commerce. 
 
The Chair laid HB 4787, HB 4788, and HB 4789 before the committee. 
 
HB 4787 Melton Education; reorganization; certain measures to identify and 

restructure failing schools; provide for. 
 
HB 4788 Johnson Education; school districts; changes in collective bargaining act to 

allow more flexibility in failing schools; provide for. 
 
HB 4789 Melton School aid; other; funding for turnaround schools; provide for. 
 
Yong Zhao, representing himself, testified and indicated a neutral position on the bill package. 
 
Sharif Shakrani, representing himself, testified in support of the bill package. 



 
Dave Stafford, representing the Michigan Education Association, testified in support of the bill 
package. 
 
Louise Somalski, representing the American Federation of Teacher of Michigan, testified in 
support of the bill package. 
 
Michael Keller, representing the Michigan State American Federation of Labor and Congress of 
Industrial Organizations, testified in support of the bill package. 
 
Don Wotruba, representing the Michigan Association of School Boards, testified in opposition to 
the bill package. 
 
The following people submitted cards in support of the bill package, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Ada Byrd-Hill, representing the Detroit Public School Parents, 
Tara Walkotten, representing the Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce, 
Shelli Weisberg, representing the American Civil Liberties Union of Michigan, 
Ellen Hoekstra, representing the International Union of Operating Engineers, Local 547, 
Cynthia Paul, representing the Service Employees International Union, 
Nick Ciaramitaro, representing the American Federation of State, County and Municipal 
Employees. 
 
The following people submitted cards in opposition to the bill package, but did not wish to 
speak: 
 
Judy Allen, representing the Oakland Schools, 
Brad Biladeau, representing the Michigan Association of School Administrators, 
Billie Wimmer, representing the Michigan Council of Charter School Authorities, 
Debbie Squires, representing the Michigan Elementary, Middle School Principal Association, 
Steve Conn, representing himself. 
 
The committee went at ease at 11:50 a.m. 
 
The committee reconvened at 11:55 a.m. 
 
Representative Lisa Brown moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to HB 4787. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 19-0-3. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Melton, Lisa Brown, Bledsoe, Corriveau, Geiss, Haase, 
Kennedy, Lindberg, Nathan, Polidori, Roberts, Sheltrown, Valentine, Pavlov, Amash, Ball, 
DeShazor, McMillin, and Walsh, 
 Nays:  None, 
 Pass:  Representatives Byrum, Paul Scott, and Tyler. 



 
Representative Walsh offered the following amendments to HB 4787 (H-1): 
 
 1. Amend page 4, line 10, after "BODY" by striking out "SHALL" and inserting 
"MAY". 
 
 2. Amend page 4, line 11, after "ACADEMY" by striking out "SHALL" and 
inserting "MAY". 
 
 3. Amend page 33, line 23, after "and" by inserting "MAY". 
  
 4. Amend page 33, line 25, after "ACADEMY" by striking out "SHALL" and 
inserting "MAY". 
 
Representative Walsh moved to adopt the amendments to HB 4787 (H-1). 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 18-2-2. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Melton, Bledsoe, Corriveau, Geiss, Haase, Kennedy, 
Lindberg, Polidori, Sheltrown, Valentine, Pavlov, Amash, Ball, DeShazor, McMillin, Paul Scott, 
Tyler, and Walsh, 
 Nays:  Representatives Lisa Brown, and Nathan, 
 Pass:  Representatives Byrum, and Roberts. 
 
Representative Haase offered the following amendments to HB 4787 (H-1): 
 
 1. Amend page 22, line 6, after "TEACH" by striking out the balance of the 
subsection and inserting "ONLY AN INDIVIDUAL HOLDING A VALID MICHIGAN 
TEACHING CERTIFICATE". 
 
 2. Amend page 40, line 7, after "SCHOOL" by striking out the balance of the 
subdivision and inserting "SHALL ASSIGN TO TEACH AT THE SCHOOL ONLY AN 
INDIVIDUAL HOLDING A VALID MICHIGAN TEACHING CERTIFICATE". 
 
Representative Haase moved to adopt the amendments to HB 4787 (H-1). 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 14-0-8. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Melton, Lisa Brown, Bledsoe, Corriveau, Geiss, Haase, 
Kennedy, Lindberg, Nathan, Polidori, Roberts, Sheltrown, Valentine, and Ball, 
 Nays:  None, 
 Pass:  Representatives Byrum, Pavlov, Amash, DeShazor, McMillin, Paul Scott, 
Tyler, and Walsh. 
 



Representative Lisa Brown moved to report out HB 4787 as substitute (H-3) with 
recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 17-0-5. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Melton, Lisa Brown, Bledsoe, Corriveau, Geiss, Haase, 
Kennedy, Lindberg, Nathan, Polidori, Sheltrown, Valentine, Pavlov, Amash, Ball, McMillin, and 
Walsh, 
 Nays:  None, 
 Pass:  Representatives Byrum, Roberts, DeShazor, Paul Scott, and Tyler. 

 
HB 4787 (H-3) reported out with recommendation. 

 
Representative Lisa Brown moved to adopt substitute (H-3) to HB 4788. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 15-3-4. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Melton, Lisa Brown, Bledsoe, Corriveau, Geiss, Haase, 
Kennedy, Lindberg, Nathan, Polidori, Roberts, Sheltrown, Valentine, Pavlov, and Ball, 
 Nays:  Representatives Amash, DeShazor, and McMillin, 
 Pass:  Representatives Byrum, Paul Scott, Tyler, and Walsh. 
 
Representative Lisa Brown moved to report out HB 4788 as substitute (H-3) with 
recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 13-4-5. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Melton, Lisa Brown, Bledsoe, Corriveau, Geiss, Haase, 
Kennedy, Lindberg, Nathan, Polidori, Roberts, Sheltrown, and Valentine, 
 Nays:  Representatives Pavlov, Amash, DeShazor, and McMillin, 
 Pass:  Representatives Byrum, Ball, Paul Scott, Tyler, and Walsh. 

 
HB 4788 (H-3) reported out with recommendation. 

 
Representative Lisa Brown moved to report out HB 4789 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 18-0-4. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Melton, Lisa Brown, Bledsoe, Corriveau, Geiss, Haase, 
Kennedy, Lindberg, Nathan, Polidori, Roberts, Sheltrown, Valentine, Pavlov, Amash, Ball, 
DeShazor, and Walsh, 
 Nays:  None, 



 Pass:  Representatives Byrum, McMillin, Paul Scott, and Tyler. 
 

HB 4789 reported out with recommendation. 
 
Representative Roberts moved to approve the minutes of the June 11, 2009 meeting. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
With no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting, the 
time being 12:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Representative Tim Melton, Chair     Ben Cook 

Committee Clerk 
bcook@house.mi.gov 
June 18, 2009 

________________________________    1 hour 30 minutes 
Date Approved and Signed 
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