
 
 

 

HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
EDUCATION 

 
Wednesday, July 15, 2009    10:30 a.m.         307 House Office Building 
 
Representative Melton, Chair, called the meeting to order. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Melton, Lisa Brown, Bledsoe, Byrum, Corriveau, 
Geiss, Haase, Kennedy, Lindberg, Nathan, Polidori, Roberts, Sheltrown, Valentine, Pavlov, 
Amash, Ball, DeShazor, McMillin, Pearce, Paul Scott, Tyler, and Walsh. 
 
Representative Sheltrown moved to approve the minutes of the June 25, 2009 meeting. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid HB 4410 before the committee. 
 
HB 4410 Sheltrown Education; curricula; general diploma curriculum as alternative for 

high school graduation; provide for. 
 
Representative Sheltown testified before the committee in support of his bill. 
 
Yung Zhao, representing himself, testified before the committee in support of the bill. 
 
Karen McPhee, representing the Ottawa Area Intermediate School District and Superintendents 
Association, testified before the committee in support of the bill.* 
 
Kevin Hollenbeck and Tim Bartik, representing the Upjohn Institute, testified before the 
committee with a neutral position on the bill.* 
 
James Studinger, representing JumpStart, testified before the committee in support of the bill. 
 
The following individuals submitted testimony cards in support of the bill but did not wish to 
speak: 
 
Don Olendorf, representing the Van Buren Legislative Consortium, 
Mike Batterbee, representing the Small Business Association of Michigan, 
Louise Somalski, representing AFT-Michigan, 
Matt Tomasiewicz, representing the Ottawa, Muskegon, and Kalamazoo Intermediate School 
Districts, 
Charlie Owens, representing the National Federation of Independent Business. 
 
 



The following individuals submitted testimony cards wishing to testify on HB 4410 but were 
unable due to time constraints: 
 
Michaela Adams, representing Dr. Derrick R. Fries Ph.D. at Eastern Michigan University, in 
support,* 
Lisa Rhyndress, in support,* 
Elizabeth Ryda, a citizen and educator, in support,* 
Cathy Tartaglia, a citizen and educator, in support,* 
Chris Fisher, representing Associated Builders and Contractors of Michigan, in support,* 
Chuck Fellows, in support,* 
Ken Willison, representing the Michigan Alternative Education Organization, in support,* 
Scott Starkweather, representing the Van Buren Intermediate School District, in support, 
Paul C. Bergan, representing the Berrien Intermediate School District, in support, 
Deb Miller, representing the Kalamazoo Regional Educational Service Agency, in support. 
 
With no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting, the 
time being 12:06 p.m. 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Representative Tim Melton, Chair     Doug Simon 

Committee Clerk 
July 15, 2009 

________________________________    1 hour 36 minutes 
Date Approved and Signed 
 
 
* indicates written material submitted. 
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