
 
 

 

HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
EDUCATION 

 
Tuesday, December 8, 2009    11:00 a.m.         519 House Office Building 
 
Representative Melton, Chair, called the meeting to order. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Melton, Lisa Brown, Bledsoe, Byrum, Corriveau, 
Geiss, Haase, Kennedy, Lindberg, Nathan, Polidori, Roberts, Sheltrown, Valentine, Pavlov, 
Amash, Ball, DeShazor, McMillin, Pearce, Tyler, and Walsh. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT:  Representative Paul Scott. 
 
Representative Geiss moved to approve the minutes of the December 3, 2009 meeting. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid HB 5623 and HB 5636 before the committee. 
 
HB 5623 Melton Education; school districts; teacher evaluation requirements; 

modify, require charter school contract rewards to be based on 
student performance, revise compulsory attendance requirements, 
and allow school to start before Labor day. 

 
HB 5636 Melton School aid; other; calculation of public school academy per pupil 

allocation; revise, provide for collection of certain data concerning 
teachers and pupil performance, and revise age for counting pupils 
in membership. 

 
Representative Lisa Brown moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to HB 5623. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 22-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Melton, Lisa Brown, Bledsoe, Byrum, Corriveau, Geiss, 
Haase, Kennedy, Lindberg, Nathan, Polidori, Roberts, Sheltrown, Valentine, Pavlov, Amash, 
Ball, DeShazor, McMillin, Pearce, Tyler, and Walsh, 
 Nays:  None, 
 Pass:  None. 
 
Nick Ciaramitaro, representing the American Federation of State, County, and Municipal 
Employees, testified in opposition to HB 5623. 
 



Louise Somalski, representing the American Federation of Teachers of Michigan, testified in 
support of HB 5623 and HB 5636. 
 
Chris Glass, representing the West Michigan Chamber of Commerce, and the Grand Rapids 
Chamber of Commerce, testified in opposition to HB 5623. 
 
Janessa Strond, representing the Muskegon Area Chamber of Commerce, testified in opposition 
to HB 5623. 
 
Kate Moore, representing the Michigan Golf Course Owners Association, testified in opposition 
to HB 5623. 
 
Ken Hayward, representing the Grand Hotel, testified in opposition to HB 5623. 
 
Steve Yencich, representing the Michigan Lodging and Tourism Association, testified in 
opposition to HB 5623.* 
 
Greg Ayers, representing Discover Kalamazoo, testified in opposition to HB 5623. 
 
Dave Staffer, representing the Michigan Education Association, testified in support of HB 5623 
and HB 5636. 
 
Lisa Hansknecht, representing the Michigan Department of Education, submitted a card in 
support of HB 5623, but did not wish to speak. 
 
The following people submitted cards in opposition to HB 5623, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Renee Newman and Marc Jacobs, representing Discover Kalamazoo, 
James Fry, representing Midwest Living Magazine, and Michigan Travel Ideas, 
Annie Farrell and Alexander Hayward, representing the Grand Hotel, 
Dan Trotochaus, representing Baymont Inn and Suites, 
Doug DeYoung, representing the Northwest Michigan Chamber Alliance, 
Mickey McWilliams, representing the Snowsport Industries Association, 
Lisa Shanley, representing South Haven Convention and Visitors Bureaus, 
Eric Rule, representing the Michigan Retailers Association, 
Jill Emery, representing herself, 
Barbara Barden, representing the Tourism Industry Coalition of Michigan, 
Andy DeLong, representing the Michigan Restaurants Association, 
Don Chingn, representing Lake Michigan Careferry, 
Lee Hladki, representing the Michigan Association of Convention and Visitors Bureaus. 
 
Representative Melton, Chair, offered the following amendments to HB 5623 (H-1): 
 
 1. Amend page 4, line 11, after "INCLUDE" by striking out "CHANGE IN 
STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT" and inserting "STUDENT GROWTH". 
 



 2.  Amend page 11, line 6, after "INCLUDE" by striking out "CHANGE IN 
STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT" and inserting "STUDENT GROWTH". 
 
 3. Amend page 22, line 4, after "INCLUDE" by striking out "CHANGE IN 
STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT" and inserting "STUDENT GROWTH". 
 
Representative Sheltrown moved to adopt the amendments to HB 5623 (H-1). 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 21-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Melton, Bledsoe, Byrum, Corriveau, Geiss, Haase, Kennedy, 
Lindberg, Nathan, Polidori, Roberts, Sheltrown, Valentine, Pavlov, Amash, Ball, DeShazor, 
McMillin, Pearce,  Tyler, and Walsh, 
 Nays:  None, 
 Pass:  None. 
 
Representative Roberts offered the following amendments to HB 5623 (H-1): 
 
 1. Amend page 16, line 12, after "its" by striking out "employees" and inserting 
"TEACHERS AND SCHOOL ADMINISTRATORS". 
 
 2. Amend page 16, line 16, after "EVALUATES" by striking out "AN 
EMPLOYEE'S" and inserting "A TEACHER'S OR SCHOOL ADMINISTRATOR'S". 
 
 3. Amend page 16, line 20, by striking out "EMPLOYEES" and inserting 
"TEACHERS OR SCHOOL ADMINISTRATORS". 
 
Representative Roberts moved to adopt the amendments to HB 5623 (H-1). 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 20-0-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Melton, Bledsoe, Byrum, Corriveau, Geiss, Haase, Kennedy, 
Lindberg, Nathan, Polidori, Roberts, Sheltrown, Valentine, Pavlov, Ball, DeShazor, McMillin, 
Pearce, Tyler, and Walsh, 
 Nays:  None, 
 Pass:  Representative Amash. 
 
Representative Melton, Chair, offered the following amendment to HB 5623 (H-1): 
 
 1. Amend page 15, line 24, after "CRITERIA." by striking out the balance of the 
subdivision. 
 
Representative Geiss moved to adopt the amendment to HB 5623 (H-1). 
 



The motion prevailed by a vote of 19-2-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Melton, Bledsoe, Byrum, Corriveau, Geiss, Haase, Kennedy, 
Lindberg, Nathan, Polidori, Roberts, Sheltrown, Valentine, Amash, Ball, McMillin, Pearce, 
Tyler, and Walsh, 
 Nays:  Representatives Pavlov, and DeShazor, 
 Pass:  None. 
 
Representative Pavlov offered the following amendment to HB 5623 (H-1): 
 
 1. Amend page 16, line 27, by striking out all of section 1284b. 
 
Representative Pavlov moved to adopt the amendment to HB 5623 (H-1). 
 
The motion did not prevail by a vote of 5-14-3. 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Pavlov, DeShazor, McMillin, Pearce, and Walsh, 
 Nays: Representatives Melton, Lisa Brown, Bledsoe, Byrum, Corriveau, Geiss, 
Haase, Kennedy, Lindberg, Nathan, Polidori, Roberts, Sheltrown, Valentine, 
 Pass:  Representatives Amash, Ball, and Tyler. 
 
Representative McMillin offered the following amendment to HB 5623 (H-1): 
 
 1. Amend page 25, line 25, by striking out all of sections 1561 and 1596. 
 
Representative McMillin moved to adopt the amendment to HB 5623 (H-1). 
 
The motion did not prevail by a vote of 4-17-1. 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Pavlov, Amash, McMillin, and Pearce, 
 Nays:  Representatives Melton, Lisa Brown, Bledsoe, Byrum, Corriveau, Geiss, 
Haase, Kennedy, Lindberg, Nathan, Polidori, Roberts, Sheltrown, Valentine, Ball, DeShazor and 
Tyler, 
 Pass:  Representative Walsh. 
 
Representative Valentine moved to report out HB 5623 as substitute (H-2) with 
recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 15-2-5. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Melton, Bledsoe, Corriveau, Geiss, Haase, Kennedy, 
Lindberg, Nathan, Polidori, Roberts, Sheltrown, Valentine, Pavlov, Ball, and Walsh, 



 Nays:  Representatives Amash, and McMillin, 
 Pass:  Representatives Lisa Brown, Byrum, DeShazor, Pearce, and Tyler. 
 

HB 5623 (H-2) reported out with recommendation. 
 
Representative Geiss moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to HB 5636. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 22-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Melton, Lisa Brown, Bledsoe, Byrum, Corriveau, Geiss, 
Haase, Kennedy, Lindberg, Nathan, Polidori, Roberts, Sheltrown, Valentine, Pavlov, Amash, 
Ball, DeShazor, McMillin, Pearce, Tyler, and Walsh, 
 Nays:  None, 
 Pass:  None. 
 
Representative Lisa Brown moved to report out HB 5636 as substitute (H-1) with 
recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 17-1-4. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Melton, Lisa Brown, Bledsoe, Corriveau, Geiss, Haase, 
Kennedy, Lindberg, Nathan, Polidori, Roberts, Sheltrown, Valentine, Pavlov, Ball, DeShazor, 
and Walsh, 
 Nays:  Representative Amash, 
 Pass:  Representatives Byrum, McMillin, Pearce, and Tyler. 
 

HB 5636 (H-1) reported out with recommendation. 
 
The Chair laid SB 925 and SB 926 before the committee. 
 
SB 925 Thomas Education; public school academies; establishment of "schools of 

excellence"; provide for. 
 
SB 926 Thomas School aid; other; funding for "schools of excellence" as public 

school academy and transition funding for certain districts in 
which schools of excellence are located; provide for. 

 
Dan Quisenberry, representing the Michigan Association of Public School Academies, testified 
in support of SB 925. 
 
Jim Geonner, representing the Michigan Council of Charter School Authorizers, testified in 
support of SB 925. 
 
Brad Biladeau, representing the Michigan Association of School Administrators, testified in 



opposition to SB 925. 
 
Bernard Parker, representing the Tinbukto Academy, testified in support of SB 925. 
 
The committee went at ease at 1:20 p.m. 
 
Representative Melton, Chair, adjourned the committee on the House Floor. 
 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Representative Tim Melton, Chair     Ben Cook 

Committee Clerk 
bcook@house.mi.gov 
December 8, 2009 

________________________________    2 hour 20 minutes 
Date Approved and Signed 
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