
 
 
 
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND TECHNOLOGY 
 

Tuesday, March 24, 2009  9:00 a.m. Room 519 House Office Building, Lansing 
 
Representative Mayes, Chair, called the meeting to order.  
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Mayes, Geiss, Lisa Brown, Clemente, Ebli, 
Huckleberry, Johnson, Lindberg, Lipton, Melton, Roberts, Scripps, Horn, Crawford, 
Marleau, Opsommer, Proos, Wayne Schmidt, Schuitmaker.   
 
Representative Horn made a motion to adopt the minutes of the meeting of March 17, 2009.  No 
objections being offered, the minutes were accepted as presented.  
 
The Chair laid the following bills before the Committee.  
 
HB 4390 Mayes Public utilities; consumer services; use of electric service limiters; 

prohibit until standards are established. 
 
HB 4391 Terry Brown Public utilities; consumer services; fees or fines related to 

improper shutoff; prohibit. 
 
HB 4392 Roberts Public utilities; consumer services; contact to a senior citizen 

consumer regarding service restoration; require within 3 business 
days. 

 
HB 4662 Melton Public utilities; consumer services; information regarding energy 

assistance programs; require to be included on customer's bills. 
 
HB 4657 Stamas Public utilities; consumer services; report on the elimination of 

barriers to assisting customers eligible for energy assistance 
programs; require. 

 
HB 4649 Horn Human services; services or financial assistance; communication 

with providers regarding eligible individuals for energy assistance 
programs; require. 

 
HB 4650 Spade Human services; services or financial assistance; requirement for 

energy assistance payments to be directed to provider; provide for. 
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HB 4660 Schuitmaker Public utilities; consumer services; third party notification in case 

of shutoff; allow. 
 
HB 4384 Scripps Public utilities; consumer services; shut-off service for 

nonpayment of bills; prohibit during months of December-March. 
 
HB 4385 Moore Public utilities; consumer services; information regarding 

assistance programs; require to be included in shutoff notice. 
 
HB 4387 Scripps Public utilities; consumer services; penalties for violation of 

shutoff procedures; allow commission to establish. 
 
HB 4388 LeBlanc Public utilities; consumer services; notice requirement for utility 

shutoff; establish. 
 
HB 4661 Coulouris Public utilities; consumer services; requirement for providers to 

determine whether a customer is a senior citizen prior to shutoff; 
require. 

 
HB 4655 Wayne Schmidt Public utilities; consumer services; investigation of any shutoffs 

that result in death or serious injury; allow commission to conduct. 
 
HB 4673 Mayes Public utilities; consumer services; public service commission 

rules on shutoffs; require municipally owned utilities to comply 
with. 

 
HB 4659 Sheltrown Public utilities; consumer services; shutoff notice requirement for 

municipally owned utilities; establish. 
 
HB 4658 Neumann Public utilities; consumer services; requirement for providers to 

determine whether a customer is a senior citizen; require. 
 
HB 4656 Mayes Public utilities; municipal utilities; enforcement mechanism for 

violations by a municipally owned utility; provide for. 
 
HB 4386 Johnson Public utilities; consumer services; penalties for violation of 

shutoff procedures; allow commission to establish. 
 
 
Chair Mayes stated that a series of votes would be taken at this time to adopt substitute versions 
of several bills before the Committee.  
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Representative Geiss made a motion to adopt HB 4384 (H-1).  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Mayes, Geiss, Lisa Brown, Clemente, Ebli, Huckleberry, Johnson, 
Lindberg, Lipton, Melton, Roberts, Scripps, Horn, Marleau, Opsommer, Proos, Wayne 
Schmidt, Schuitmaker.  (18/19) 
Nays:  None. (0/19) 
Pass:  None. (0/19)  (18/0/0) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
Representative Horn made a motion to adopt HB 4385 (H-1).  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Mayes, Geiss, Lisa Brown, Clemente, Ebli, Huckleberry, Johnson, 
Lindberg, Lipton, Melton, Roberts, Scripps, Horn, Marleau, Opsommer, Proos, Wayne 
Schmidt, Schuitmaker.  (18/19) 
Nays:  None. (0/19) 
Pass:  None. (0/19)  (18/0/0) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
Representative Ebli made a motion to adopt HB 4387 (H-1).  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Mayes, Geiss, Lisa Brown, Clemente, Ebli, Huckleberry, Johnson, 
Lindberg, Lipton, Melton, Roberts, Scripps, Horn, Marleau, Opsommer, Proos, Wayne 
Schmidt, Schuitmaker.  (18/19) 
Nays:  None. (0/19) 
Pass:  None. (0/19)  (18/0/0) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
Representative Clemente made a motion to adopt HB 4388 (H-1).  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Mayes, Geiss, Lisa Brown, Clemente, Ebli, Huckleberry, Johnson, 
Lindberg, Lipton, Melton, Roberts, Scripps, Horn, Marleau, Opsommer, Proos, Wayne 
Schmidt, Schuitmaker.  (18/19) 
Nays:  None. (0/19) 
Pass:  None. (0/19)  (18/0/0) 
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A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
Representative Schuitmaker made a motion to adopt HB 4390 (H-1).  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Mayes, Geiss, Lisa Brown, Clemente, Ebli, Huckleberry, Johnson, 
Lindberg, Lipton, Melton, Roberts, Scripps, Horn, Marleau, Opsommer, Proos, Wayne 
Schmidt, Schuitmaker.  (18/19) 
Nays:  None. (0/19) 
Pass:  None. (0/19)  (18/0/0) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
Representative Geiss made a motion to adopt HB 4392 (H-1).  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Mayes, Geiss, Lisa Brown, Clemente, Ebli, Huckleberry, Johnson, 
Lindberg, Lipton, Melton, Roberts, Scripps, Horn, Marleau, Opsommer, Proos, Wayne 
Schmidt, Schuitmaker.  (18/19) 
Nays:  None. (0/19) 
Pass:  None. (0/19)  (18/0/0) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
Representative Marleau made a motion to adopt HB 4655 (H-1). 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Mayes, Geiss, Lisa Brown, Clemente, Ebli, Huckleberry, Johnson, 
Lindberg, Lipton, Melton, Roberts, Scripps, Horn, Marleau, Opsommer, Proos, Wayne 
Schmidt, Schuitmaker.  (18/19) 
Nays:  None. (0/19) 
Pass:  None. (0/19)  (18/0/0) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
  
Representative Johnson made a motion to adopt HB 4656 (H-1).  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Mayes, Geiss, Lisa Brown, Clemente, Ebli, Huckleberry, Johnson, 
Lindberg, Lipton, Melton, Roberts, Scripps, Horn, Marleau, Opsommer, Proos, Wayne 
Schmidt, Schuitmaker.  (18/19) 
Nays:  None. (0/19) 
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Pass:  None. (0/19)  (18/0/0) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
Representative Melton made a motion to adopt HB 4657 (H-1).  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Mayes, Geiss, Lisa Brown, Clemente, Ebli, Huckleberry, Johnson, 
Lindberg, Lipton, Melton, Roberts, Scripps, Horn, Marleau, Opsommer, Proos, Wayne 
Schmidt, Schuitmaker.  (18/19) 
Nays:  None. (0/19) 
Pass:  None. (0/19)  (18/0/0) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
Representative Lisa Brown made a motion to adopt HB 4661 (H-1). 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Mayes, Geiss, Lisa Brown, Clemente, Ebli, Huckleberry, Johnson, 
Lindberg, Lipton, Melton, Roberts, Scripps, Horn, Marleau, Opsommer, Proos, Wayne 
Schmidt, Schuitmaker.  (18/19) 
Nays:  None. (0/19) 
Pass:  None. (0/19)  (18/0/0) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
Representative Johnson made a motion to adopt HB 4662 (H-1). 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Mayes, Geiss, Lisa Brown, Clemente, Ebli, Huckleberry, Johnson, 
Lindberg, Lipton, Melton, Roberts, Scripps, Horn, Marleau, Opsommer, Proos, Wayne 
Schmidt, Schuitmaker.  (18/19) 
Nays:  None. (0/19) 
Pass:  None. (0/19)  (18/0/0) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
Senator Barcia and Representative Schuitmaker spoke to the Committee regarding particular 
situations regarding utility shut-offs and in support of the package of bills.  
 
Chair Mayes reviewed the contents of each of the bills with the Committee.  
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Greg White and Dr. Mick Hiser, representing the Michigan Public Service Commission (MPSC), 
answered questions and indicated support for the package of bills.  
 
Cathy Wilson, representing Consumers Energy, spoke to the Committee in support of the bills.  
 
Winston Feheeley, representing DTE Energy, spoke to the Committee in support of the bills.  
 
Susan Harley, representing Clean Water Action, spoke in support of the bills. 
 
Felicia Wasson, representing AARP, spoke in opposition to HB 4390 and HB 4392.  Ms. 
Wasson reviewed the concerns of AARP regarding provisions in these bills.   
 
Cards for the bills were submitted by: 
 Paul Stankevitz, representing the Michigan Catholic Conference, in support 
 Kate White, representing Elder Law of Michigan, in support 
 Terri Winegarden, representing the Center for Civil Justice, in support 
 Stephanie Johnson, representing the Michigan Advocacy Project, in support 
 Mike Buda, representing the Michigan Electric Co-op Association, generally in support 
 Linda Teeter, representing Michigan Citizen Action, in support 
 Elaine Tycocki, representing Semco Energy, in support 
 Connie Guzman, representing MI Acorn, in support 
 
There being no additional business before the Committee, Chair Mayes declared the meeting 
adjourned, the time being 10:30 a.m. 
 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Representative Jeff Mayes, Chair 
 
Catherine Petroskey, Committee Clerk 
(517) 373-8538 
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