
 
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND TECHNOLOGY 
 

Tuesday, October 20, 2009  9:00 a.m. Room 519 House Office Building, Lansing 
 
Representative Mayes, Chair, called the meeting to order.  
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Mayes, Geiss, Lisa Brown, Clemente, Ebli, 
Huckleberry, Lindberg, Lipton, Melton, Roberts, Scripps, Horn, Crawford, Marleau, 
Opsommer, Proos, Schuitmaker, Wayne Schmidt. 
ABSENT/EXCUSED: Representative Johnson. 
 
Representative Geiss made a motion to adopt the minutes of the meeting of September 29, 2009.  
No objections being offered, the minutes were accepted as presented.   
 
Representative Roberts made a motion to excuse absent members.  No objections being offered, 
absent members were excused.  
 
The Chair laid the following bills before the Committee.  
 
SB 338 Jansen Public utilities; consumer services; penalties for violation of 

shutoff procedures; allow commission to establish. 
SB 533 Gleason Public utilities; consumer services; requirement for providers to 

determine whether a customer is a senior citizen; require. 
SB 535 Barcia Public utilities; consumer services; public service commission 

rules on shutoffs; require municipally owned utilities to comply 
with. 

SB 553 Pappageorge Human services; services or financial assistance; communication 
with providers regarding eligible individuals for energy assistance 
programs; require. 

SB 554 Kahn Public utilities; consumer services; shutoff notice requirement for 
municipally owned utilities; establish. 

SB 555 Richardville Human services; services or financial assistance; requirement for 
energy assistance payments to be directed to provider; provide for. 

SB 557 Patterson Public utilities; municipal utilities; enforcement mechanism for 
violations by a municipally owned utility; provide for. 

 
Chris Gillette, representing Senator Patterson, spoke to the Committee regarding the bills.  
 
Jim Weeks, representing the Michigan Municipal Electric Association, spoke to the Committee 
regarding the bills.  
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Greg White, representing the Michigan Public Service Commission, spoke in support of the bills, 
and answered questions. 
 
The following individuals submitted cards for the bills: 
 Paul Stankewitz, representing the Michigan Catholic Conference, in support 
 Kate White, representing Elder Law of Michigan, in support 
 Stephanie Johnson, representing the Center for Civil Justice, in support 
 Cathy Wilson, representing DTE Energy, representing Consumers Energy, in support 
of SB 555 (S-1) and SB 553 (S-1) 
 Felicia Wasson, representing AARP, in support of SB 535 
 
The Chair laid HB 5334 before the Committee.  
 
HB 5334 Mayes Environmental protection; landfills; yard waste ban waiver; 

provide for facilities with methane capture. 
 
Representative Geiss assumed the Chair.  
 
Chair Mayes and Senator Birkholz spoke to the Committee regarding HB 5334 and SB 725 
(currently in the Senate Committee on Energy Policy and Public Utilities) and answered 
questions.  
 
The following individuals submitted cards for HB 5334: 
 Nikki McCord, representing the Department of Environmental Quality, in opposition 
 Bernice Berens and Sara Knight, representing I.B. Compost, LLC, in opposition 
 Tom Horton, representing Waste Management, in support 
 Gayle Miller, representing the Sierra Club, in opposition 
 Rod Taylor, representing DeWitt Township, in support 
 Kerrin O’Brien, representing Michigan Recycling Coalition, in opposition 
 Fred Thompson, representing the Indian Summer Recycling Compost  
 James Clift, representing the Michigan Environmental Council, in opposition 
 Douglas Wood and William Allen, representing the Kent County Department of Public 
Works,  neutral on the bill 
 Tom Turner, representing Spurt Industries, no position indicated 
 Tonia Olson and Keith Granger, representing Granger, in support 
 Chuck Hersey, representing SEMCOG, in support 
 Robert Bobeck, representing the City of Riverview, in support 
 J. Peter Lark, representing the Lansing Board of Water and Light, in support 
 Stephanie Glysson, representing Republic Waste, in support 
 Gary Melow, representing Michigan Biomass, in opposition 
 Shelley Vinyard, representing Environment Michigan, in opposition 
 Greg Clark, representing Indiana Michigan Power, in support 
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 Mike Shriberg, representing the Ecology Center, in opposition 
 Mark Stadt, representing DTE Energy, in support 
 Cathy Wilson, representing Consumers Energy, in support 
 Shivaugn Rayl, representing Public Sector Consultants, neutral on the bill 
 Kristin Beltzer, representing the Lansing Regional Chamber of Commerce, in support 
 Samantha Harkins, representing the Michigan Municipal League, in support 
 Brian Brannick, representing the Michigan Building Trades Council, in support 
 Doug Roberts, representing the Michigan Chamber, in support 
 Eric Davis, representing the Michigan Association of Counties, neutral on the bill 
 Susan Harley, representing Clean Water Action, in opposition  
            Brian Kandler, representing the Detroit Regional Chamber, in support 
 
Chair Mayes returned to conduct the balance of the meeting.  
 
The Chair indicated that the Committee would stand at ease, the time being 10:23 a.m. 
 
Chair Mayes reconvened the meeting at 10:25 for the purpose of voting on the Senate bills 
before the Committee.  
  
Representative Geiss made a motion to report SB 338 with recommendation.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Mayes, Geiss, Lisa Brown, Clemente, Ebli, Huckleberry, Lindberg, 
Lipton, Melton, Roberts, Scripps, Horn, Crawford, Marleau, Opsommer, Proos, Wayne 
Schmidt, Schuitmaker.  (18/19) 
Nays:  None.  (0/19) 
Pass:  None. (0/19)  (18/0/0) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
Representative Geiss made a motion to report SB 533 with recommendation.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Mayes, Geiss, Lisa Brown, Clemente, Ebli, Huckleberry, Lindberg, 
Lipton, Melton, Roberts, Scripps, Horn, Crawford, Marleau, Opsommer, Proos, Wayne 
Schmidt, Schuitmaker.  (18/19) 
Nays:  None.  (0/19) 
Pass:  None. (0/19)  (18/0/0) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
Representative Wayne Schmidt made a motion to report SB 535 with recommendation.  
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FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Mayes, Geiss, Lisa Brown, Clemente, Ebli, Huckleberry, Lindberg, 
Lipton, Melton, Roberts, Scripps, Horn, Crawford, Marleau, Opsommer, Proos, Wayne 
Schmidt, Schuitmaker.  (18/19) 
Nays:  None.  (0/19) 
Pass:  None. (0/19)  (18/0/0) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
Representative Marleau made a motion to report SB 553 with recommendation.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Mayes, Geiss, Lisa Brown, Clemente, Ebli, Huckleberry, Lindberg, 
Lipton, Melton, Roberts, Scripps, Horn, Crawford, Marleau, Opsommer, Proos, Wayne 
Schmidt, Schuitmaker.  (18/19) 
Nays:  None.  (0/19) 
Pass:  None. (0/19)  (18/0/0) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
Representative Ebli made a motion to report SB 554 with recommendation.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Mayes, Geiss, Clemente, Ebli, Huckleberry, Lindberg, Melton, 
Horn, Marleau, Opsommer, Proos, Wayne Schmidt, Schuitmaker.  (13/19) 
Nays:  Representative Scripps. (1/19) 
Pass:  Representatives Lisa Brown, Lipton, Roberts. (3/19)  (13/1/3) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
Representative Opsommer made a motion to report SB 555 with recommendation.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Mayes, Geiss, Lisa Brown, Clemente, Ebli, Huckleberry, Lindberg, 
Lipton, Melton, Roberts, Scripps, Horn, Crawford, Marleau, Opsommer, Proos, Wayne 
Schmidt, Schuitmaker.  (18/19) 
Nays:  None.  (0/19) 
Pass:  None. (0/19)  (18/0/0) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
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Representative Geiss made a motion to report SB 557 with recommendation.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Mayes, Geiss, Lisa Brown, Clemente, Ebli, Huckleberry, Lindberg, 
Lipton, Melton, Roberts, Scripps, Horn, Crawford, Marleau, Opsommer, Proos, Wayne 
Schmidt, Schuitmaker.  (18/19) 
Nays:  None.  (0/19) 
Pass:  None. (0/19)  (18/0/0) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
There being no additional business before the Committee, Chair Mayes declared the meeting 
adjourned, the time being 10:31 a.m. 
 
_______________________________________ 
Representative Jeff Mayes, Chair 
 
Catherine Petroskey, Committee Clerk 
(517) 373-8538 
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