
 
 
 

HOUSE  STANDING  COMMITTEE  ON 
ETHICS AND ELECTIONS 

 
327 House Office Building                     Wednesday 9:00 A.M.               July 15, 2009 
 
Representative Kathy Angerer, Chair, called the meeting to order. 
 
Representative Angerer requested attendance be called to establish a quorum of the appointed 
committee members: 
 

Present: Representatives Angerer, Haase, Lisa Brown, Donigan, Scripps, Slavens, Meltzer, 
Kurtz and Pearce. 

 Absent:  None. 
 
Representative Haase moved to approve the minutes of the June 24, 2009 meeting. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid HB 4245, HB 4284 and HB 4997 before the committee. 
 
HB 4245 Miller Campaign finance; contributions and expenditures; public employee 

payroll deductions for donations to union political action committees; 
allow. 

 
HB 4284 Miller Campaign finance; contributions and expenditures; annual signature 

requirement for political action committee checkoff for payroll 
deductions; eliminate. 

 
HB 4997 Geiss Campaign finance; contributions and expenditures; general 

amendments; provide for. 
 
Representative Scripps moved to adopt substitute (H-1) for HB 4284. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 8-0-0.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas: Representatives Angerer, Haase, Donigan, Scripps, Slavens, Meltzer, Kurtz and 
Pearce. 
 Nays: None, 
 Pass: None. 
 



Jennifer Smith, from Representative Miller's office, explained HB 4284. Questions and 
discussion followed. 
 
Dave Stafford, representing the Michigan Education Association, testified in support of HB 4284. 
Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Michael Keller, representing the Michigan State AFL-CIO, testified in support of HB 4284. 
 
Nadine Nosal, representing the International Union (UAW), testified in support of HB 4284. 
Ms. Nosal also submitted written comments. 
 
James Fackler, representing the Michigan Secretary of State, submitted a testimony card indicating 
opposition to HB 4284 but did not wish to speak. 
 
The following submitted testimony cards indicating support for HB 4284 but did not wish to 
speak. 
 
Brad Williams, representing the Detroit Regional Chamber 
Bill Wortz, representing the Dow Chemical Company 
Mark Staot, representing the DTE Energy Company 
Charlie Pryde, representing the Ford Motor Company 
Marcia Hune, representing the Michigan Credit Union League 
John Llewellyn, representing the Michigan Bankers Association 
Veronica L. Horn, representing the Dow Corning Corporation 
Jim Kirsch, representing the AT&T Company   
Jim Wilds, representing the Frankenmuth Insurance Company 
Peter Sauer, representing Professor Jocelyn Benson (also written material) 
Louise Somalski, representing the Michigan Federation of Teachers 
Jeremy Tripp, representing the Michigan Corrections Organization 
Cynthia Paul, representing the SEIU 
Ken Fletcher, representing the Michigan Nurses Association 
 
Representative Lisa Brown moved to adopt substitute (H-1) for HB 4245. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 9-0-0.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas: Representatives Angerer, Haase, Lisa Brown, Donigan, Scripps, Slavens, Meltzer, 
Kurtz and Pearce. 
 Nays: None, 
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Miller, sponsor of HB 4245 and HB 4284, explained his bills to the committee. 
Questions and discussion followed 
 



Dave Stafford, representing the Michigan Education Association, testified in support of HB 4245. 
Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Michael Keller, representing the Michigan State AFL-CIO, testified in support of HB 4245. 
 
Nadine Nosal, representing the International Union (UAW), testified in support of HB 4245. 
Ms. Nosal also submitted written comments. 
 
James Fackler, representing the Michigan Secretary of State, submitted a testimony card indicating 
opposition to HB 4245 but did not wish to speak. 
 
Phil Guyeskey, representing the Michigan Chamber of Commerce, submitted a testimony card 
indicating opposition to HB 4245 but did not wish to speak. 
 
The following submitted testimony cards indicating support for HB 4245 but did not wish to 
speak. 
 
Louise Somalski, representing the Michigan Federation of Teachers 
Jeremy Tripp, representing the Michigan Corrections Organization 
Cynthia Paul, representing the SEIU 
Ken Fletcher, representing the Michigan Nurses Association 
 
Representative Lisa Brown moved to adopt the following amendment to HB 4997. 
 
 1. Amend page 37, line 7, after "SEC. 48." by striking out the balance of the section 
and inserting "(1) A COMMUNICATION ADVOCATING THE ELECTION OR DEFEAT 
OF A CANDIDATE THAT IS DESIGNED TO CONTACT ELECTORS THROUGH 
AUTOMATED TELEPHONIC, ELECTRONIC MAIL, OR OTHER ELECTRONIC 
MEANS AND TO WHICH SECTION 47 DOES NOT APPLY SHALL CLEARLY STATE 
THE NAME AND THE ADDRESS OR TELEPHONE NUMBER OF THE PERSON 
PAYING FOR THE COMMUNICATION. 
 (2) IF THE COMMUNICATION DESCRIBED IN SUBSECTION (1) 
ADVOCATES THE ELECTION OR DEFEAT OF A CANDIDATE AND IS AN 
INDEPENDENT EXPENDITURE NOT AUTHORIZED IN WRITING BY THAT 
CANDIDATE'S CANDIDATE COMMITTEE, THE COMMUNICATION SHALL ALSO 
CLEARLY STATE THE FOLLOWING DISCLAIMER: "NOT AUTHORIZED BY ANY 
CANDIDATE COMMITTEE.". IF THE COMMUNICATION DESCRIBED IN 
SUBSECTION (1) ADVOCATES THE ELECTION OR DEFEAT OF A CANDIDATE 
AND IS NOT AN INDEPENDENT EXPENDITURE, BUT IS PAID FOR BY A PERSON 
OTHER THAN THE CANDIDATE WHOM IT ADVOCATES THE ELECTION OR 
DEFEAT OF, THE COMMUNICATION SHALL ALSO CLEARLY STATE THE 
FOLLOWING DISCLAIMER: 
 

   "AUTHORIZED BY ___________________________________________". 
            (NAME OF CANDIDATE OR NAME OF CANDIDATE COMMITTEE) 

 
 (3) A TELEPHONIC COMMUNICATION DESCRIBED IN SUBSECTION (1) 
SHALL STATE THE NAME AND THE ADDRESS OR TELEPHONE NUMBER OF 
THE PERSON PAYING FOR THE COMMUNICATION AND ANY DISCLAIMERS 
REQUIRED UNDER SUBSECTION (2) AT THE BEGINNING OF THE TELEPHONIC 



COMMUNICATION. A TELEPHONIC COMMUNICATION DESCRIBED IN 
SUBSECTION (1) SHALL NOT TAKE PLACE BETWEEN THE HOURS OF 8 P.M. 
AND 9 A.M. IN THE TIME ZONE WITHIN WHICH THE RECIPIENT OF THE 
TELEPHONIC COMMUNICATION IS LOCATED. 
 (4) FOR A VISUAL COMMUNICATION GOVERNED BY THIS SECTION, THE 
DIRECTOR OF ELECTIONS SHALL PROMULGATE RULES REGULATING THE 
SIZE AND PLACEMENT OF AN IDENTIFICATION OR DISCLAIMER REQUIRED 
BY THIS SECTION. 
 (5) THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL FURNISH TO CANDIDATES AND 
POST ON ITS INTERNET WEBSITE INFORMATION REGARDING THE 
PROHIBITIONS IN THIS SECTION. 
 (6) A PERSON WHO KNOWINGLY VIOLATES THIS SECTION IS GUILTY OF 
A CRIME AS FOLLOWS: 
 (A) FOR THE FIRST VIOLATION, THE PERSON IS GUILTY OF A 
MISDEMEANOR PUNISHABLE BY IMPRISONMENT FOR NOT MORE THAN 90 
DAYS OR A FINE OF NOT MORE THAN $500.00, OR BOTH. 
 (B) FOR THE SECOND VIOLATION, THE PERSON IS GUILTY OF A 
MISDEMEANOR PUNISHABLE BY IMPRISONMENT FOR NOT MORE THAN 93 
DAYS OR A FINE OF NOT MORE THAN $1,000.00, OR BOTH. 
 (C) FOR THE THIRD OR SUBSEQUENT VIOLATION, THE PERSON IS 
GUILTY OF A MISDEMEANOR PUNISHABLE BY IMPRISONMENT FOR NOT 
MORE THAN 93 DAYS OR A FINE OF NOT MORE THAN $2,500.00, OR BOTH.". 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 9-0-0.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas: Representatives Angerer, Haase, Lisa Brown, Donigan, Scripps, Slavens, Meltzer, 
Kurtz and Pearce. 
 Nays: None, 
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Geiss, sponsor of HB 4997, explained bill to the committee. Questions and 
discussion followed. 
 
Dave Stafford, representing the Michigan Education Association, testified in support of HB 4997. 
Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Michael Keller, representing the Michigan State AFL-CIO, testified in support of HB 4997. 
 
Nadine Nosal, representing the International Union (UAW), testified in support of HB 4997. 
Ms. Nosal also submitted written comments. 
 
Rich Robinson, representing the Michigan Campaign Finance Network, testified in support of  
HB 4997. 
 
James Fackler, representing the Michigan Secretary of State, submitted a testimony card indicating 
opposition to HB 4997 but did not wish to speak. 
 
Phil Guyeskey, representing the Michigan Chamber of Commerce, submitted a testimony card 
indicating opposition to HB 4997 but did not wish to speak. 



 
The following submitted testimony cards indicating support for HB 4997 but did not wish to 
speak. 
 
Louise Somalski, representing the Michigan Federation of Teachers 
Jeremy Tripp, representing the Michigan Corrections Organization 
Cynthia Paul, representing the SEIU 
Ken Fletcher, representing the Michigan Nurses Association 
Marcia Hune, representing the Michigan Credit Union League 
 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting, 
the time being 10:30 a.m. 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Representative Kathy Angerer, Chair                           Dave Mead 

Committee Clerk 
July 15, 2009 

________________________________    90 minutes 
Date Approved and Signed 
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