
 
 
 

 
MINUTES OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE 

ON GREAT LAKES AND ENVIRONMENT  
 

Tuesday, March 17, 2009  3:14 p.m. Room 519 House Office Building, Lansing 
 
Representative Warren, Chair, called the Joint Meeting of the Standing Committee on Great 
Lakes and Environment and the Appropriations Subcommittee on Environmental Quality to 
order. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Representatives Warren, Nerat, Bledsoe, Ebli, Kennedy, Leland, 
Meadows, Roberts, Scripps, Meekhof, Daley, Haveman, Rick Jones, Pavlov, Wayne 
Schmidt. 
 
Chair Warren stated that testimony would be received from individuals concerned about the 
Michigan Wetlands Program. 
 
Steven Chester, Director, and Frank Ruswick, Senior Policy Advisor, of the Department of 
Environmental Quality (DEQ), provided a background of the Michigan Wetlands Program which 
is operated within the DEQ Land and Water Management Division (LWMD).  Also reviewed 
was the proposal of the Governor  to eliminate funding for the Wetlands Program from the 2010 
budget; fundamentals of the Wetlands Program; fee proposals and increases; cuts to services in 
the program; and changes to wetlands protection without State funding.   
 
Bob Wilson and Sally Durfee, representing Senator Patricia Birkholz, submitted a written 
statement on behalf of the Senator regarding the Michigan Wetlands Protection program.  
 
The following individuals also spoke to the Committee regarding the Michigan Wetlands 
Protection Program: 
 Seymour Geiersbach, representing Saginaw homebuilders 
 Scott Walker, representing Midland Tomorrow 
 Joseph Rivet, Bay County Drain Commissioner 
 Lara Treemore-Spears, representing the City of Ann Arbor 
 Matt Smego, representing the Michigan Farm Bureau 
 David Worthams, representing the Michigan Municipal League 
 Ed Noyola, representing the County Road Association of Michigan 
 Cynthia Paul, representing the Service Employees International Union 
 Grenetta Thomassey and Jennifer McKay, representing the Tip of the Mitt Watershed 
Council 
 Mark Smith, representing the National Wildlife Federation 
 Steven Niswander, representing Niswander Environmental 
 Jefferson Henry, representing Henry’s Landing Campground 
 Kristi Klomp, representing the West Michigan Environmental Action Council 
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 Bob Kaufman of Traverse City, Michigan 
 Jack Hoogendyk, representing Civ Pro 
 Ed Martel, Advanced GPS & GIS 
 Dennis Bradley, representing the Fabius Township Board 
 Benjamin Tompkins, representing Freshwater Future 
 Lori Phalen, representing the Michigan Association of Conservation Districts 
 James Clift, representing the Michigan Environmental Council 
 James Gurr of Alden, Michigan 
 Amy Spray, representing the Michigan United Conservation Clubs 
 Doug Roberts, representing the Michigan Chamber of Commerce 
  
Cards were submitted by the following individuals: 
 Russell Terry, representing Ducks Unlimited 
 Marshall Labadie, representing West Bloomfield Township 
 Gayle Miller, representing the Sierra Club 
 Cyndi Roper, representing Clean Water Action 
 Alan Taylor of Sparta, Michigan  
 Tom Bailey, representing the Saginaw Home Builders Association 
 Tom Gohn, representing Saginaw home builders 
 Mia McNeil, representing Save Our Shores 
 Roger Stuart, representing the East Lansing Commission on Environment 
 Wally Obits, representing the Spring Lake Wetland Watch 
 Terry Miller, Monitor Township Trustee 
 Francisco J. Llinas, representing the Ingham County Road Commission 
 Andy Knott, representing the Watershed Center, Grand Traverse Bay 
 John B. Asinga, representing Delhi Charter Township 
 Bill Kirk, representing the Michigan League of Conservation Voters 
 Andy Johnston, representing the Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce 
 Sandra Diorka, representing Delhi Charter Township 
 Bryan Burroughs, representing Michigan Trout Unlimited 
 
There being no additional business before the Committee, Chair Warren declared the meeting 
adjourned, the time being 6:35 p.m. 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Representative Rebekah Warren, Chair 
 
Catherine Petroskey, Committee Clerk 
(517) 373-8538 
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