
                                                                                                             
 
 
 
 

THE MINUTES OF THE HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON 

JUDICIARY 
 
 
Wednesday, March 3, 2010   10:30 a.m. Room 521 House Office Building 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The House Standing Committee on Judiciary was called to order by Representative Mark 
Meadows, Chair. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, 
Coulouris, Kandrevas, Bettie Scott, Warren, Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones, Kowall 
and Rocca. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED:  None. 
 
Representative Lipton moved to adopt the minutes of the February 24, 2010, meeting.  There 
being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Chairman Meadows laid SB 719 and SB 720 before the committee: 
 
SB 719 Allen Courts; records; use of electronic seals on court documents; allow. 
 
SB 720 Kuipers Courts; records; definition of "seal"; expand to include the use of 

electronic seals on court documents. 
 
TESTIMONY 
 
Jessica Peterson from Senator Kuipers’ office, testified in support of the bills. 
 
Kevin Bowling, Court Administrator, representing the 20th Circuit Court in Ottawa County, 
testified in support of the bills. 
 
The following people submitted a card and did not speak: 
 
Bill Zaagman from Governmental Consultant Services Inc. (GCSI), representing the Michigan 
Association of County Clerks, supports the bills. 
 
Elizabeth Lyon, representing the State Bar of Michigan, supports the bills. 
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Representative Corriveau moved to report SB 719 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 15-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas: Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, Coulouris, 
Kandrevas, Bettie Scott, Warren, Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones, Kowall and 
Rocca, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 
 

Representative Bettie Scott moved to report SB 720 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 15-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas: Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, Coulouris, 
Kandrevas, Bettie Scott, Warren, Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones, Kowall and 
Rocca, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 

 
Chairman Meadows laid HB 5036 before the committee: 
 
HB 5036 Ebli Civil procedure; civil actions; strategic lawsuits against public 

participation; limit. 
 
TESTIMONY 
 
Representative Ebli, sponsor of HB 5036, explained her bill to the committee. 
 
James Clift, Policy Director, representing the Michigan Environmental Council, testified in 
support of the bill. 
 
Bill Flory, representing the Michigan Association for Justice, testified in support of the bill in 
concept. 
 
Shelli Weisberg, Legislative Director, representing the ACLU, testified and submitted a handout 
in support of the bill. 
 
Representative Lisa Brown moved to report HB 5036 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 10-0-5. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 



Judiciary Committee 
Page 3 of 5 
3/3/2010 

 Yeas: Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, Coulouris, 
Kandrevas, Bettie Scott, Warren and Rocca, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   Representatives Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones and Kowall. 
 

Chairman Meadows laid SB 760, SB 761, SB 762, SB 763, SB 764, SB 765, SB 766 and SB 
767 before the committee: 
 
SB 760 Jelinek Corrections; parole; dueling conviction as basis for parole 

eligibility; remove to reflect repeal of crime. 
 
SB 761 Jelinek Criminal procedure; sentencing guidelines; sentencing guidelines 

for crime of dueling; eliminate. 
 
SB 762 Jelinek Crimes; other; crime of dueling; repeal. 
 
SB 763 Jelinek Crimes; kidnapping; crime of taking a woman and compelling her 

to marry; repeal. 
 
SB 764 Jelinek Criminal procedure; sentencing guidelines; sentencing guidelines 

for crime of taking a woman and compelling her to marry; amend 
to reflect repeal of crime. 

 
SB 765 Jelinek Crimes; other; crimes related to prizefighting; repeal. 
 
SB 766 Jelinek Criminal procedure; sentencing guidelines; sentencing guidelines 

for crimes related to prizefighting; eliminate. 
 
SB 767 Jelinek Crimes; other; Michigan unarmed combat regulatory act; amend to 

reflect repeal of crime of prizefighting. 
 
TESTIMONY 
 
Connie Burgess from Senator Jelinek’s office, testified in support of the bills. 
 
Ron Schafer, Ionia County Prosecutor, representing the Prosecuting Attorneys Association of 
Michigan (PAAM), testified in support of the bills. 
 
The following person submitted a card and did not speak: 
 
Chris Hawkins, representing the Michigan State Police, indicated neutrality on the bills. 
 
Representative Schuitmaker moved to report SB 760 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 14-0-0. 
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FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas: Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, Coulouris, 
Kandrevas, Warren, Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones, Kowall and Rocca, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 
 

Representative Amash moved to report SB 761 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 14-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas: Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, Coulouris, 
Kandrevas, Warren, Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones, Kowall and Rocca, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 
 

Representative Haveman moved to report SB 762 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 14-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas: Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, Coulouris, 
Kandrevas, Warren, Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones, Kowall and Rocca, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 
 

Representative Rick Jones moved to report SB 763 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 14-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas: Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, Coulouris, 
Kandrevas, Warren, Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones, Kowall and Rocca, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 

 
Representative Kowall moved to report SB 764 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 14-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas: Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, Coulouris, 
Kandrevas, Warren, Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones, Kowall and Rocca, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 
 



Judiciary Committee 
Page 5 of 5 
3/3/2010 

Representative Rocca moved to report SB 765 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 14-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas: Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, Coulouris, 
Kandrevas, Warren, Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones, Kowall and Rocca, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 

 
Representative Lipton moved to report SB 766 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 14-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas: Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, Coulouris, 
Kandrevas, Warren, Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones, Kowall and Rocca, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 

 
Representative Warren moved to report SB 767 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 14-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas: Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, Coulouris, 
Kandrevas, Warren, Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones, Kowall and Rocca, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 

 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting 
at 11:21 a.m. 
 
 
____________________________________________                                                                                        
Representative Mark Meadows, Chairman 
House Standing Committee on Judiciary 
Malika Abdul-Basir 
Committee Clerk 
mabdul@house.mi.gov 
517-373-7256 
51 Minutes 
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