
 
 
 
 
 

THE MINUTES OF THE HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON 

JUDICIARY 
 
 
Wednesday, March 11, 2009   10:30 a.m. Room 521 House Office Building 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The House Standing Committee on Judiciary was called to order by Representative Mark 
Meadows, Chair. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, 
Coulouris, Kandrevas, Bettie Scott, Warren, Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones, Kowall and 
Rocca. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED:  None. 
 
Representative Warren moved to adopt the minutes from the March 4, 2009, meeting.  There 
being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Chairman Meadows announced the creation and assignments of the subcommitees for the Standing 
Committee on Judiciary:   
 
Subcommittee on Mental Health - Representative Lipton, Chair, and Representative Kowall. 
Subcommittee on Indigent Defense - Representative Constan, Chair, and Representative Amash. 
Subcommittee on Corrections Reform - Representative Kandrevas, Chair, and Representative 
Haveman. 
Subcommittee on the Sex Offender Registry - Representative Warren, Chair, and Representative 
Rick Jones. 
 
Chairman Meadows laid HB 4117 before the committee: 
 
HB 4117 Polidori Torts; other; false claims act; enact. 
 
TESTIMONY 
  
Representative Polidori, sponsor of HB 4117, explained his bill to the committee. 
 
David L. Haron, representing Frank, Haron, Weiner and Navarro, Attorneys at Law, testified and 
submitted written testimony in support of the bill. 
 
The following people submitted a card and did not wish to speak: 
 
Bill Flory, representing the Michigan Association for Justice, supports the bill. 
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Rachel Hurley, representing Attorney General Mike Cox, supports the bill. 
 
Representative Lipton moved to adopt the substitute (H-1) to HB 4117.  
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 15-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, Coulouris, 
Kandrevas, Bettie Scott, Warren, Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones, Kowall and Rocca, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 
 

Chairman Meadows offered the following amendment to HB 4117 (H-1): 
 
 1.  Amend page 15, line 4, after "than" by striking out "6" and inserting "3". 
 
Representative Lisa Brown moved to adopt the amendment. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 15-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, Coulouris, 
Kandrevas, Bettie Scott, Warren, Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones, Kowall and Rocca, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 

 
Representative Kowall moved to report HB 4117 with recommendation, as substitute (H-2).   
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 15-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, Coulouris, 
Kandrevas, Bettie Scott, Warren, Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones, Kowall and Rocca, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 
 

Chairman Meadows opened the floor for a presentation from: 
 

Mike Gadola, Michigan Supreme Court Counsel and 
Janet Welch, Executive Director of the State Bar of Michigan 

 
PRESENTERS: 
 
Mike Gadola, counsel for the Michigan Supreme Court, gave an overview of the organization and 
operations of the Michigan Supreme Court.  Mr. Gadola submitted a handout to the committee. 
 
Janet Welch, Executive Director for the State Bar of Michigan, gave an overview of the State Bar of 
Michigan, explaining its functions and membership. 
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There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 
11:48 a.m. 
 
 
____________________________________________                                                                                        
Representative Mark Meadows, Chair 
House Standing Committee on Judiciary 
Malika Abdur-Rashid 
Committee Clerk 
517-373-7256 
1 Hour and 18 Minutes 
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