
 
 
 
 
 

THE MINUTES OF THE HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON 

JUDICIARY 
 
 
Wednesday, March 18, 2009   10:30 a.m. Room 521 House Office Building 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The House Standing Committee on Judiciary was called to order by Representative Mark 
Meadows, Chair. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, 
Coulouris, Kandrevas, Bettie Scott, Warren, Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones, Kowall and 
Rocca. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED:  None. 
 
Representative Lipton moved to adopt the minutes from the March 11, 2009, meeting.  There 
being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Chairman Meadows laid HB 4316, HB 4317 and HB 4318 before the committee: 
 
HB 4316 Lisa Brown Torts; product liability; limitation on liability for drugs that have 

been approved by federal food and drug administration; rescind. 
 
HB 4317 Kennedy Civil procedure; statute of limitations; drug product liability cases 

previously prohibited because of FDA approval defense; allow to 
be commenced within 3 years after repeal of the defense. 

 
HB 4318 Slavens Consumer protection; unfair trade practices; liability for inaccurate 

representations concerning risks of certain drugs, medications, and 
supplements; clarify. 

 
TESTIMONY 
  
Representative Lisa Brown, sponsor of HB 4316, explained her bill to the committee. 
 
Representative Kennedy, sponsor of HB 4317, explained her bill to the committee. 
 
Representative Slavens, sponsor of HB 4318, explained her bill to the committee. 
 
Paul Schmidt, representing PhRMA, testified in opposition to the bills. 
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Dr. Steven Rapundalo, representing MichBio, testified and submitted written testimony in 
opposition to the bills. 
 
David Mittleman, representing the State Bar of Michigan, Negligence Law Section, testified in 
support of the bills. 
 
Marya Sieminski, representing the State Bar of Michigan, Negligence Law Section, testified in 
support of the bills. 
 
Bob Dorigo Jones, representing the Michigan Lawsuit Abuse Watch, testified and submitted written 
testimony in opposition to the bills. 
 
Joe Hargrove, representing Drug Industry Immunity Must End (DIIME), testified in support of the 
bills. 
 
Jason Thompson, representing the Michigan Association for Justice, testified and submitted written 
testimony in support of the bills. 
 
Leslie Richter, representing DIIME, testified in support of the bills. 
 
Vicki Chamberlain, representing herself and DIIME, testified in support of the bills. 
 
Leslee Wiltjer, representing DIIME, testified in support of the bills. 
 
Henry Greenspan, Ph.D, representing himself, testified and submitted written testimony in support 
of the bills. 
 
David Parker, representing the Michigan Association of Justice, testified in support of the bills. 
 
The following submitted a card and/or written testimony and did not speak: 
 
GlaxoSmithKline submitted written testimony in opposition to the bills. 
 
Mandy Hagan, Director of State Government Relations, representing the Consumer Healthcare 
Products Association, submitted written testimony in opposition to the HB 4316 and HB 4318. 
 
Colin Ford, representing the Michigan State Medical Society, opposes the bills. 
 
Joe Neller, representing the Michigan Academy of Family Physicians, opposes the bills. 
 
Tricia Kinley, representing Johnson & Johnson, opposes the bills. 
 
Mike Johnston, representing the Michigan Medical Association, opposes the bills. 
 
Amanda Radaz, Assistant State Director, representing the National Federation of Independent 
Business (NFIB), submitted written testimony opposing the bills. 
 
Cynthia Ann Paul, representing the Service Employees International Union (SEIU), supports the 
bills. 
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Christine Shearer, representing the Michigan Association of Health Plans, opposes the bills. 
 
Karen Jones, representing the Michigan Pharmacists Association, opposes the bills. 
 
Charles G. Williams, representing the GlaxoSmithKline, opposes the bills. 
 
Dyck Van Koevering, representing the Insurance Institute of Michigan, opposes the bills. 
 
Chris Michalakis, representing the UFCW-Michigan (United Food & Commercial Workers), 
supports the bills. 
 
Wendy Blocker, Director of Health Policy and Human Resources, representing the Michigan 
Chamber of Commerce, submitted written testimony opposing the bills. 
 
Kevin A. McKinney, representing the Michigan Osteopathic Association, did not indicate a position 
on the bills. 
 
Nadine Nosal, representing the International Union, UAW, supports the bills. 
 
Brian Kandler, representing the Detroit Regional Chamber, opposes the bills. 
 
Bill Flory, representing the Michigan Association for Justice, supports the bills. 
 
Majorie Mitchell, representing the Michigan Universal Healthcare Access Network (MichUHCAN), 
supports the bills. 
 
Representative Coulouris moved to report HB 4316 with recommendation.   
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 10-5-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, Coulouris, 
Kandrevas, Bettie Scott, Warren, and Rocca, 

Nays:  Representatives Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones and Kowall, 
Pass:   None. 

 
Representative Warren moved to report HB 4317 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 9-5-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, Coulouris, 
Kandrevas, Warren, and Rocca, 

Nays:  Representatives Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones and Kowall, 
Pass:   Representative Bettie Scott. 
 

Representative Lipton moved to report HB 4318 with recommendation. 
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The motion prevailed by a vote of 10-5-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, Coulouris, 
Kandrevas, Bettie Scott, Warren, and Rocca, 

Nays:  Representatives Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones and Kowall, 
Pass:   None. 

 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 
1:27 p.m. 
 
 
____________________________________________                                                                                        
Representative Mark Meadows, Chair 
House Standing Committee on Judiciary 
Malika Abdur-Rashid 
Committee Clerk 
517-373-7256 
2 Hours and 57 Minutes 
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