
                                                                                                             
 
 
 
 

THE MINUTES OF THE HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON 

JUDICIARY 
 
 
Wednesday, November 4, 2009   10:30 a.m. Room 521 House Office Building 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The House Standing Committee on Judiciary was called to order by Representative Mark Meadows, 
Chair. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, 
Coulouris, Kandrevas, Bettie Scott, Warren, Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones, Kowall and 
Rocca. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED:  None. 
 
Chairman Meadows laid HB 4571 before the committee: 
 
HB 4571 Meadows Torts; medical malpractice; miscellaneous procedural provisions for 

medical malpractice actions; modify. 
 
TESTIMONY 
 
Chairman Meadows, sponsor of HB 4571, explained his bill to the committee. 
 
The following people submitted a card and/or written testimony and did not speak: 
 
Rusty Merchant and Fritz Benson, representing the Michigan Insurance Coalition, oppose the substitute 
(H-3). 
Bill Flory, representing the Michigan Association for Justice, supports the bill. 
Kevin McKinney, representing the Michigan Osteopathic Association (MOA), opposes the bill. 
Laura Kline, representing the American Physicians Capital, Inc., opposes the substitute (H-3) and the bill. 
Colin Ford, representing the Michigan State Medical Society (MSMS), opposes the bill. 
Frank Venuto, representing ProAssurance, opposes the bill. 
Bill Kandler, representing the American College of OB/GYN - Michigan Section, opposes the bill. 
Christine Shearer, representing the Michigan Association of Health Plans, opposes the bill.  
Bill Kandler, representing the Michigan Psychiatric Society, opposes the bill. 
Bill Kandler, representing the Michigan Orthopaedic Society, opposes the bill. 
Chris Mitchell, representing the Michigan Health and Hospital Association, opposes the bill. 
Wendy Block, representing the Michigan Chamber of Commerce, opposes the bill. 
Joe Neller, representing the Michigan Academy of Family Physicians, opposes the bill. 
Lynn Weimeister, representing Beaumont Hospitals, opposes the bill. 
 
Representative Lipton moved to adopt the substitute (H-3) to HB 4571. 
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The motion prevailed by a vote of 10-0-4. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas: Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, Coulouris, Kandrevas, 
Warren, Schuitmaker and Rocca 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   Representatives Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones and Kowall. 

 
Chairman Meadows offered the following amendments to HB 4571 (H-3): 
 1. Amend page 9, line 20, after “OF” by striking out the balance of the subsection and 
inserting “THE DEFENDANT’S FIRST RESPONSIVE PLEADING.”. 
 
 2. Amend page 9, line 23, after the first “THE” by striking out “28-DAY” and inserting 
“ALLOWABLE”. 
 
Chairman Meadows moved to adopt the amendments. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 10-0-4. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas: Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, Coulouris, Kandrevas, 
Warren, Schuitmaker and Rocca 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   Representatives Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones and Kowall. 

 
Representative Warren moved to report HB 4571 with recommendation, as substitute (H-5). 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 9-0-5. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas: Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, Coulouris, Kandrevas, 
Warren and Rocca, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   Representatives Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones and Kowall. 
 

Chairman Meadows moved to adopt the minutes of October 21 and October 28, 2009.  There being no 
objection the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Chairman Meadows laid HB 4192 before the committee: 
 
HB 4192 Warren Civil rights; general discrimination; sexual orientation and gender 

identity or expression; include as categories protected under the Elliott-
Larsen civil rights act. 

 
TESTIMONY 
 
Representative Warren, sponsor of HB 4192, explained her bill to the committee. 
 
The following people submitted a card and/or written testimony and did not speak: 
 
Mary Pollock, representing the Michigan National Organization for Women, supports the bill. 
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Anika Fassia and Angel Jenio, representing the Michigan Women’s Commission, support the bill. 
Dr. Judith Kovach, representing the Michigan Psychological Association, supports the bill. 
Gloria Llamas, representing the Communication Workers of America, supports the bill. 
Thomas North opposes the bill. 
Shelli Weisberg, representing the ACLU of Michigan, submitted handouts in support of the bill. 
Michael Keller, representing the AFL-CIO, supports the bill. 
Paul Stankewitz, representing the Michigan Catholic Conference, opposes the bill. 
Stephanie Johnson, representing the National Association of Social Workers (NASW) - Michigan 
Chapter, supports the bill. 
 
Representative Coulouris moved to report HB 4192 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 9-5-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas: Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, Coulouris, Kandrevas, 
Warren and Rocca, 

Nays:  Representatives Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones and Kowall, 
Pass:   None. 

 
Chairman Meadows laid HB 5458 before the committee: 
 
HB 5458 Switalski Courts; judges; number of judgeships in certain circuits; reduce 

temporarily. 
 
TESTIMONY 
 
Representative Switalski, sponsor of HB 5458, explained his bill to the committee. 
 
Alicia Urbain, representing the Oakland County Circuit Court, testified indicating neutrality on the bill. 
 
The following people submitted a card and/or written testimony and did not wish to speak: 
 
Tom Hickson, representing the Michigan Association of Counties, supports the bill. 
 
Erick Hingst from Governmental Consultant Services, representing Macomb County, supports the bill. 
 
The Macomb County Board of Commissioners supports the bill. 
 
Chairman Meadows moved to adopt the substitute (H-3) to HB 5458. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 13-0-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas: Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, Coulouris, Kandrevas, 
Warren, Schuitmaker, Haveman, Rick Jones, Kowall and Rocca, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   Representative Amash. 
 

Chairman Meadows offered the following amendment to HB 5458 (H-3). 
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 1. Amend page 2, line 18, after “BE” by striking out “10” and inserting “4”. 
 
Chairman Meadows moved to adopt the amendment. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 13-0-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas: Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, Coulouris, Kandrevas, 
Warren, Schuitmaker, Haveman, Rick Jones, Kowall and Rocca, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   Representative Amash. 

 
Representative Lipton moved to report HB 5458 with recommendation, as substitute (H-4). 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 12-2-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas: Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, Coulouris, Kandrevas, 
Warren, Schuitmaker, Haveman, Rick Jones and Kowall, 

Nays:  Representatives Amash and Rocca, 
Pass:   None. 

 
Chairman Meadows laid HB 5318 before the committee: 
 
HB 5318 Hammel Criminal procedure; other; penalties, fines, or costs; allow to be collected 

in same manner as civil money judgment. 
 
TESTIMONY 
 
Representative Hammel, sponsor of HB 5318, explained his bill to the committee. 
 
Dena Athedie, representing the Genesee County District Court, supports the bill. 
 
Ted Henry, Genesee County Board Chair, supports the bill. 
 
Jon Care, representing the Genesee County Board, supports the bill. 
 
Representative Lisa Brown moved to report HB 5318 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 14-0-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas: Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, Coulouris, Kandrevas, 
Warren, Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones, Kowall and Rocca, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   Representative Bettie Scott. 

 
Chairman Meadows laid HB 4915 before the committee: 
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HB 4915 Robert Jones Consumer protection; unfair trade practices; application of Michigan 
consumer protection act to certain conduct generally authorized by law; 
clarify and revise. 

 
TESTIMONY 
 
Representative Robert Jones submitted handouts in support of the bill. 
 
The following people submitted a card and/or written testimony and did not speak. 
 
Kurt Berryman, representing the Auto Dealers of Michigan, LLC, opposes the bill. 
David Zyble, representing the Jackson National Life Insurance Company, opposes the bill. 
Amanda Radaz, representing the National Federation of Business (NFIB), opposes the bill. 
Dyck Van Koevering, representing the Insurance Institute of Michigan, opposes the bill. 
Bill Flory, representing the Michigan Association for Justice, supports the bill. 
Dawn Crandall, representing the Michigan Association of Home Builders, opposes the bill. 
Fritz Benson and Rusty Merchant, representing the Michigan Insurance Coalition, oppose the bill. 
Brian Westrin, representing the Michigan Association of Realtors, opposes the bill. 
Scott Hummel, representing the Michigan Association of Insurance Agents, opposes the bill. 
Lorray Brown, representing the Michigan Advocacy Project, supports the bill. 
Rob Anderson, representing Farm Bureau Insurance, opposes the bill. 
Frank Venuto, representing the American Council of Life Insurers (ACLI), opposes the bill. 
Vicki Baron, representing the Michigan Credit Union League, opposes the bill. 
Larry Kish, representing the Life Insurance Association of Michigan, opposes the bill. 
Matt Groen, representing the Michigan Cable Telecommunications Association, opposes the bill. 
Todd Tennis, representing the Negligence Law Section – State Bar of Michigan, supports the bill. 
Joelle Demand, representing the Michigan Bankers Association, opposes the bill. 
Linda Gobler, representing the Michigan Grocers Association, opposes the bill. 
Eric Rule, representing Michigan Retailers Association, opposes the bill. 
Bonnie Bochniak, representing the Michigan Business and Professional Association, opposes the bill. 
Brian Kandler, representing the Detroit Regional Chamber, opposes the bill. 
Chris Mitchell, representing the Michigan Health & Hospital Association, opposes the bill. 
Jon Lindley, representing the Michigan Association of CPAs, opposes the bill. 
 
Chairman Meadows offered the following amendment to HB 4915: 
 1. Amend page 3, line 1, by striking out all of enacting section 1. 
 
Chairman Meadows moved to adopt the amendment. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 15-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas: Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, Coulouris, Kandrevas, 
Bettie Scott, Warren, Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones, Kowall and Rocca, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 

 
Representative Lisa Brown moved to report HB 4915 with recommendation, as amended. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 8-5-2. 
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FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas: Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Coulouris, Kandrevas, Bettie 
Scott and Rocca, 

Nays:  Representatives Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones and Kowall, 
Pass:   Representatives Corriveau and Warren. 

 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 11:24 
a.m. 
 
 
____________________________________________                                                                                        
Representative Mark Meadows, Chairman 
House Standing Committee on Judiciary 
Malika Abdul-Basir 
Committee Clerk 
mabdul@house.mi.gov 
517-373-7256 
54 Minutes 
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