
                                                                                                             
 
 
 
 

THE MINUTES OF THE HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON 

JUDICIARY 
 
       
  Wayne State University  
        Student Center, Ballroom 
Monday, December 14, 2009   1:30 p.m. Detroit, Michigan 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The House Standing Committee on Judiciary was called to order by Representative Mark 
Meadows, Chair. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Constan, Coulouris, Kandrevas, 
Bettie Scott, Warren, Schuitmaker, Amash and Kowall. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT:  Representatives Lisa Brown, Corriveau, Haveman, Rick Jones and 
Rocca. 
 
Representative Schuitmaker moved to adopt the minutes of the December 9, 2009, meeting.  
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Chairman Meadows laid HB 4314 and HB 5676 before the committee: 
 
HB 4314 Meadows Juveniles; criminal procedure; appointment of attorney to represent 

a juvenile in certain proceedings; require. 
 
HB 5676 Constan Criminal procedure; defenses; Michigan public defense act; create. 
 
TESTIMONY 
 
Robin Dahlberg, senior staff attorney for the Racial Justice Program – ACLU, testified and 
submitted written testimony in support of HB 5676. 
 
Norman Lefstein, representing the Constitution Project, testified in support of HB 5676. 
  
Dawn Van Hoek, Director of the Michigan State Appellate Defender (SADO), testified and 
submitted written testimony in support of HB 5676. 
 
Kim Worthy, Wayne County Prosecutor, testified giving 90% support for HB 5676. 
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Richard McLellan, representing the Campaign for Justice, testified in support of HB 5676. 
 
Rob Moran, Wayne County Assistant Prosecutor, testified in support of the bills. 
 
Regina Daniels Thomas testified in support of HB 5676. 
 
Margaret Sind Raben, president of the Criminal Defense Attorneys of Michigan (CDAM), 
testified in support of HB 5676. 
 
James Neuhard, representing the Michigan State Appellate Defender Office (SADO), testified 
in support of HB 5676. 
 
Khalilah V. Spenser, Esq., representing the NAACP – Detroit Branch, testified and submitted 
written testimony in support of HB 5676. 
 
Peter Psarouthakis, representing the Michigan Council of Professional Investigators, testified 
and submitted written testimony in support of HB 5676. 
 
Ruth Lloyd-Harlin, sister of Eddie Joe Lloyd, testified and submitted written testimony in 
support of HB 5676. 
 
Diane Boukowski, representing herself, testified in support of HB 5676. 
 
Mary Heinen, representing the Prison Creative Arts Project (PCAP) and herself, testified in 
support of HB 5676. 
 
Rainelle Cunningham, representing the American Correctional Association, testified in support 
of HB 5676. 
 
Denise Harris, representing the Prison Fellowship, testified and submitted written testimony on 
behalf of Mary Engel, in support of HB 5676. 
 
William Street, a private practice/court appointed criminal defense attorney, testified in support 
of HB 5676. 
 
Randy Block, Director of the Michigan Unitarian Universalist Social Justice Network, testified 
and submitted written testimony in support of HB 5676. 
 
Richard Nodel, President of the Jewish Community Relations Council of Metropolitan Detroit, 
testified and submitted written testimony in support of HB 5676. 
 
The following people submitted a card and/or written testimony and did not speak: 
 
Joan Howarth supports HB 5676. 
 
Robert Ackerman, Dean of Wayne State University Law School, supports the bills. 
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Elizabeth Arnovits, Executive Director of the Michigan Council on Crime and Delinquency and 
Chair of the Michigan Public Defense Task Force, supports the bills. 
 
Hon. William Schma, a retired judge of Kalamazoo County Circuit Court, supports HB 5676. 
 
David A. Moran, Co-Director of the Michigan Innocence Clinic, Clinical Professor of Law, 
University of Michigan Law School, supports HB 5676. 
 
Francisco Villarruel, professor in the Michigan State University Department of Family and Child 
Ecology, supports the bills. 
 
Matthew J. Kaley, President of the Michigan Juvenile Detention Association, Inc., supports the 
bills. 
 
Lynne Williams supports the bills. 
 
Maxine Sherman, representing the National Council of Jewish Council, supports HB 5676. 
 
William Winters, III, President of the Wayne County Criminal Defense Bar Association 
(WCCDBA), opposes HB 5676. 
 
Michelle Weemhoff, representing the Michigan Council on Crime and Delinquency, supports the 
bills. 
 
Mark Fancher, representing the ACLU of Michigan, supports HB 5676. 
 
Maxine Thome, representing the National Association of Social Workers – Michigan Chapter, 
supports HB 5676. 
 
Susan McParland, Executive Director of the Michigan Association for Children with Emotional 
Disorders, supports HB 5676. 
 
Mark Reinstein, representing the Mental Health Association in Michigan, supports HB 5676. 
 
Florence Herrmann, representing the National Council of Jewish Women, supports HB 5676. 
 
Sharon Lipton, representing the National Council of Jewish Women, supports HB 5676. 
 
Fern Ettinger, representing the National Council of Jewish Women, supports HB 5676. 
 
Fern Katz, representing the Women’s Action for New Directions, supports HB 5676. 
 
Stephanie Change, on behalf of the Michigan Campaign for Justice, supports the bills. 
 
Susan Herman, Director of the Michigan Jewish Conference, supports the bills. 
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Shelli Weisberg, representing the ACLU of Michigan, supports HB 4314, if amended. 
 
Elizabeth Lyon, representing the State Bar of Michigan, supports HB 4314. 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting 
at 4:46 p.m. 
 
 
____________________________________________                                                                                        
Representative Mark Meadows, Chairman 
House Standing Committee on Judiciary 
Malika Abdul-Basir 
Committee Clerk 
mabdul@house.mi.gov 
517-373-7256 
3 Hours 16 Minutes 
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