
 
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON NEW ECONOMY AND QUALITY OF LIFE 

 
Wednesday, May 13, 2009    9:00 a.m.   Room 521, House Office Building 
 
Chair Clemente called the Standing Committee on New Economy and Quality of Life to order. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Reps. Clemente, Stanley, Byrnes, Geiss, Griffin, Leland, Segal, 
Knollenberg, Bolger, Denby, Tyler (11/11) 
MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED:  None (0/11) 
 
Representative Geiss moved to adopt the minutes from the meeting held on April 22, 2009.  
Hearing no objection, the motion prevailed with unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair announced the formation of the Subcommittee on Biosciences.  Appointed to serve 
on the subcommittee are Representatives Byrnes, Segal and Knollenberg, with Chair 
Clemente presiding. 
  
The Chair laid House Bills 4817, 4818 and 4819 before the committee. 
 
HB 4817 Lipton State financing and management; funds; green chemistry; include 

in provision relating to centers for research and development. 
 
HB 4818 Kennedy Economic development; Michigan economic growth authority; 

definition of "high-technology activity"; expand to include green 
chemistry. 

 
HB 4819 Scripps State financing and management; funds; definition of energy field; 

expand to include green chemistry. 
 
Representatives Lipton and Kennedy explained the intent of the bills and answered questions. 
 
Garrett Geer, representing the Dow Chemical Company, testified in support of the bills. 
 
Veronica Horn, representing the Dow Corning Corporation, testified in support of the bills. 
 
Dr. Anne Wallin, representing the Dow Chemical Company, testified in support of the bills.  
She also submitted written testimony. 
 
Representative Lipton returned to the testimony table to answer additional questions. 
 



Mark Lackner, representing Biosolutions, testified in support of the bills.  He also submitted 
written material. 
 
Dennis Voss, representing Chemfree Solutions, Inc., testified in support of the bills.  He also 
submitted written material. 
 
Lorna Elliott, from the House Democratic Policy Office, answered questions. 
 
Steve Pueppke, representing Michigan State University, testified in support of the bills. 
 
Rawle Hollingsworth, representing AFID Therapeutics and Michigan State University, testified 
in support of the bills.  He also answered questions. 
 
The following people submitted testimony cards in support of the bills, but did not wish to 
speak: 
 
Mike Shriberg, representing the Ecology Center and Michigan Network for Children's 
Environmental Health; 
 
James McBryde, representing the Michigan Economic Development Corporation; 
 
Susan Harley, representing Clean Water Action;  and 
 
Andy Such, representing the Michigan Chemistry Council. 
 
Representative Geiss moved to adopt Substitute (H-1) to House Bill 4817. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 YEAS: Reps. Clemente, Stanley, Byrnes, Geiss, Griffin, Leland, Segal, Knollenberg, 
Bolger, Denby, Tyler (11/11) 
 NAYS:  None (0/11) 
 PASS:  None (0/11) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed. 
 
Representative Stanley moved to adopt Substitute (H-1) to House Bill 4818. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 YEAS: Reps. Clemente, Stanley, Byrnes, Geiss, Griffin, Leland, Segal, Knollenberg, 
Bolger, Denby, Tyler (11/11) 
 NAYS:  None (0/11) 
 PASS:  None (0/11) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed. 
 
Representative Stanley moved to adopt Substitute (H-1) to House Bill 4819. 



 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 YEAS: Reps. Clemente, Stanley, Byrnes, Geiss, Griffin, Leland, Segal, Knollenberg, 
Bolger, Denby, Tyler (11/11) 
 NAYS:  None (0/11) 
 PASS:  None (0/11) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed. 
 
Representative Byrnes moved to report House Bill 4817, with recommendation, as Substitute (H-1). 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 YEAS: Reps. Clemente, Stanley, Byrnes, Geiss, Griffin, Leland, Segal, Knollenberg, 
Bolger, Denby, Tyler (11/11) 
 NAYS:  None (0/11) 
 PASS:  None (0/11) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed. 
 
Representative Geiss moved to report House Bill 4818, with recommendation, as Substitute (H-1). 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 YEAS: Reps. Clemente, Stanley, Byrnes, Geiss, Griffin, Leland, Segal, Knollenberg, 
Bolger, Denby, Tyler (11/11) 
 NAYS:  None (0/11) 
 PASS:  None (0/11) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed. 
 
Representative Stanley moved to report House Bill 4819, with recommendation, as Substitute (H-1). 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 YEAS: Reps. Clemente, Stanley, Byrnes, Geiss, Griffin, Leland, Segal, Knollenberg, 
Bolger, Denby, Tyler (11/11) 
 NAYS:  None (0/11) 
 PASS:  None (0/11) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed. 
 
The Chair laid House Bills 4929 and 4930 before the committee. 
 
HB 4929 Segal Use tax; exemptions; tax incentive for sale of aircraft and aircraft 

components manufactured in Michigan; provide for. 
 
HB 4930 Segal Sales tax; exemptions; tax incentive for sale of aircraft and aircraft 

components manufactured in Michigan; provide for. 



 
Representative Segal explained the intent of the bills. 
 
Bill Prochazka, representing Duncan Aviation, testified in support of the bills. 
 
Scott Schrager, representing the Michigan Department of Treasury, submitted a testimony card 
indicating support for the concept of the bills, but did not speak. 
 
The Chair laid House Bill 4922 before the committee. 
 
HB 4922  Clemente      Economic development; Michigan economic growth authority; 

credits on regular and high-tech retention MEGA's; modify. 
 
James McBryde, representing the Michigan Economic Development Corporation, explained the 
intent of the bill and testified in support. 
 
Veronica Horn, representing the Dow Corning Corporation, submitted a testimony card in 
support of the bill, but did not wish to speak. 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair declared the meeting 
adjourned, the time being 10:25 a.m. 
 
 
 
  
______________________________  
Representative Ed Clemente, Chair 
 
Jean Hamelin, Committee Clerk 
(517) 373-5632 
jhamelin@house.mi.gov 
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