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MINUTES 
 
 
A meeting of the Senate Committee on Finance was held on Thursday, February 19, 2009, at 11:11 a.m. in the 
Farnum Building, Room 110. 
 
Committee members present: Cassis (C), Gilbert (Maj. VC), Jansen, Pappageorge, Jacobs (Min VC), Whitmer, 
Cherry. 
Committee members absent:  None 
 
Senator Cassis gave opening remarks regarding the order of business: 

(Testimony only) 
• SB 69 Sen. Cassis - Michigan business tax; credit; small business credit and entrepreneurial credit; revise. 

 
Senator Cassis, bill sponsor of SB69 gave brief statements explaining the bill.  Senator Cassis then answered 
questions from committee members. 
 
Ed Kisscorni representing EHTC, PC gave verbal testimony in support of SB69.  Mr. Kisscorni then answered 
questions from committee members. 
 
Jim Holcomb representing the Michigan Chamber gave verbal testimony in support of SB69.  Mr. Holcomb then 
answered questions from committee members. 
 
Todd Anderson representing the Small Business Association of Michigan gave verbal testimony in support of 
SB69.  Mr. Anderson then answered questions from committee members. 
 
Charles Owens representing the National Federation of Independent Businesses gave both verbal and written 
testimony in support of SB69.  Mr. Owen then answered questions from committee members. 
 
Scott Schrager representing the Michigan Department of Treasury gave verbal testimony in opposition of SB69 as 
written.  Mr. Schrager then answered questions from committee members. 
 
The following individuals submitted testimony cards in favor of SB69 but did not wish to speak: 

Fritz Benson representing Michigan McDonald’s Operators Association 
Chris Fisher representing the Associated Builders and Contractors 
Andy Deloney representing the Michigan Restaurant Association 
Michelle Brant representing the Michigan Association of Realtors 
Scott Hummel and Steve Japinga representing the Michigan Association of Insurance Agents 
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The following individuals submitted testimony cards in opposition of SB69 but did not wish to speak: 

Jack Minor representing the Michigan AFL-CIO 
Kyle Caldwell representing the Michigan Nonprofit Association 
Nadine Nosal representing the International Union, UAW 
Karen Holcomb-Merrill representing the Michigan League for Human Services 
Michael Boulus and Arnold Weinfeld representing the Presidents Council, State University of Michigan 
and the Michigan Municipal League (written testimony) 
Don Noble representing the Michigan Education Association 
Nick Ciaramitaro representing the AFSCME 

 
Senator Cassis as Chair of Finance Committee indicated to the members and audience that she would continue to 
work with the Department of Treasury on the language of the SB69.  Senator Cassis stated that SB69 would be 
brought up again on the agenda at the next meeting of Finance Committee. 
 
Senator Gilbert moved, and Senator Jansen seconded, that the committee adopt the minutes of January 29, 2009. 
Yeas:  Cassis, Gilbert, Jansen, Jacobs, Whitmer, Cherry 
Nays:   None 
The motion prevailed 
 
Senator Cassis adjourned the meeting without objection at 1:02 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
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