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MINUTES 
 
 
A meeting of the Senate Committee on Finance was held on Thursday, March 12, 2009, at 12:58 p.m. in the 
Farnum Building, Room 110. 
 
Committee members present: Cassis (C), Gilbert (Maj. VC), Jansen, Pappageorge, Jacobs (Min VC), Whitmer, 
Cherry. 
Committee members absent:  None 
 
Senator Cassis gave opening remarks regarding the order of business: 

• SB 346  Sen. Jansen - Income tax; property tax credit; credit for increase in taxable value following transfer 
of ownership; provide for. 

• SJR H Sen. Pappageorge - Property tax; assessments; taxable value; limit increase when market value 
decreases. 

 
Senator Pappageorge, bill sponsor of SJR H gave brief statements explaining the bill.  Senator Pappageorge then 
answered questions from committee members. 
 
Michelle Brant representing the Michigan Association of Realtors gave verbal testimony in support of SJR H and 
SB346.  Ms. Brant then answered questions from committee members. 
 
The following individuals submitted testimony cards in opposition of SJR H but did not wish to speak: 

Dale Martin representing the City of Davison 
Paul Hufnagel representing the Michigan Professional Fire Fighters Union 
Karen Holcomb-Merrill representing the Michigan League for Human Services 
Peter Spadafore representing the Michigan Association of School Boards 
Erin Skene representing the Michigan Nonprofit Association 
Bill Lasher representing the Village of Ovid 
Jack Minore representing the Michigan AFL-CIO (both SJR H and SB346) 
Nick Ciaramitaro representing the AFSCME (both SJR H and SB346) 
Lori Rich representing Wixom Michigan Municipal League 
Mark Jahnke representing the Village of Franklin 
Mike Hansen representing the Michigan Community College Associaiton 
 

Summer Minnick representing the Michigan Municipal League gave both verbal and written testimony opposed to 
SJR H.  Ms. Minnick then answered questions from committee members. 
 
Haris Alibasic representing the City of Grand Rapids gave verbal testimony opposed to SJR H.  Mr. Alibasic then 
answered questions from committee members. 
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Bill Anderson representing the Michigan Townships Association gave verbal testimony opposed to SJR H and 
SB346.  Mr. Anderson then answered questions from committee members. 
 
Larry Steckelberg representing the Michigan Department of Treasury gave verbal testimony opposed SJR H and 
SB346.  Mr. Steckelberg then answered questions from committee members. 
 
Tom Hickson representing the Michigan Association of Counties gave verbal testimony opposed to SJR H.  Mr. 
Hickson then answered questions from committee members. 
 
John Gabor representing the City of Marine City gave verbal testimony opposed to SJR H.  Mr. Gabor then 
answered questions from committee members. 
 
Irv Lowenberg representing the City of Southfield gave verbal testimony opposed to SJR H.  Mr. Lowenberg then 
answered questions from committee members. 
 
Senator Jansen moved, and Senator Pappageorge seconded, that the committee adopt the substitute S-1 to SJR H. 
Yeas:  Cassis, Gilbert, Jansen, Pappageorge  
Nays:  Jacobs, Whitmer, Cherry 
The motion prevailed 
 
Senator Jansen motioned, and Senator Gilbert seconded, that the committee report SJR H S-1 with favorable 
recommendation. 
Yeas:  Cassis, Gilbert, Jansen, Pappageorge  
Nays:  Jacobs, Whitmer, Cherry  
The motion prevailed. 
 
Due to time constraints, Senator Cassis relayed that Senate Finance Committee would adjourn and that SB346 
would be taken up the following week.  
 
Senator Cassis adjourned the meeting without objection at 2:04 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
______________________________  ________________________________ 
Committee Clerk      Chairperson 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
Date approved by the Committee 


