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April 27, 2009

The Honorable Wayne Kuipers !

- Blood Services
American Great Lakes Region

Red cross PO. Box 30102
1800 E. Grand River Avenue
Lansing, MI 48909-7602
Phone (517) 484-2224
Fax: (517) 484-2608

1006 Farnum Building |
P.O. Box 30436 ;
Lansing, Ml 48909-7536

Dear Senator Kuipers:

1 am writing to support your efforts related to Senate Bili 419, which will lower the minimum age for an
individual to donate blood to sixteen. Althcugh you are well aware of the importance your bill will have
on Michigan’s blood supply, | want to share several additional facts from the American Red Cross:

The Red Cross serves 112 hospitals in Michigan, and supplies over 350 000 units of red blood
cells to patients who need those products to live.

The Red Cross sponsors blood drives every day of the week, and currently works with high
schools from the Ohio border to the Canadian border to obtain blood and bloed products.

The Red Cross collects almost 20% of the blood Michigan’s hospital patients need from
students — be they high school or college.

The need for bloed continues to grow and the Red Cross must have an ever-increasing supply
to serve Michigan’s patients.

We also note the bipartisan sponsorship you have developed for this bill. Hopefully the cosponsors
can work together to overcome any partisan opposition. It is important for Michigan to join 37 other
states which have adopted similar standards to those in SB 419, and are moving forward with the
collection of biood from the expanded population.

For those reasons, we support Senate Bill 419, and urge its passage and implementation as soon as
possible. Please do not hesitate to call upon American Red Cross Blood Services if we can assist you
in any way.

Sincerely,

Sharon L, Jaksa

Chief Executive Officer
Central Area Eastern Area Neorthern Area Western Area
1800 E. Grand River Avenuc 1401 S. Grand Traverse Straet 2350 Mitchell Park Drive 313 W Webster Avenue
Lansing, MJI 48909-7602 Flint, M1 48503-3794 Petoskey, MI 49770-2600 Muskegon, MI 49440-1230
Phone (517) 454-2224 Phone (810) 235-0002 Phone (231) 347-5984 Phone (231) 726-3555

Fax: (517) 484-2608 Fax: (810) 232-5823 Fax: (231) 3476725 Fax: (231) 725-775%




