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RAIL LINE SALE S.B. 631: 
 COMMITTEE SUMMARY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Senate Bill 631 (as introduced 6-11-09) 
Sponsor:  Senator Roger Kahn, M.D. 
Committee:  Transportation 
 
Date Completed:  2-12-10 
 
CONTENT 
 
The bill would amend the State Transportation Preservation Act to remove the 
portion of a rail line between Chesaning and St. Charles from the Ann Arbor and 
Northwest Michigan System, for the purposes of the Act. 
 
The Act permits the Michigan Department of Transportation to sell or lease certain segments 
of State-owned rail property in a specific order, from the smallest to the largest.  If the 
Department sells or leases rail property, it must do so without partitioning a segment or 
portion of a segment. 
 
Among the rail lines that may be sold or leased is the Ann Arbor and Northwest Michigan 
System, which includes the rail lines owned by the State between Owosso and St. Charles, 
among other segments. 
 
The bill would refer to the rail line between Owosso and Brady Street in the Village of 
Chesaning, rather than St. Charles. 
 
MCL 474.60 Legislative Analyst:  Curtis Walker 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
 
The bill would permit the State to sell or lease a separate portion of an existing rail system.  
To the extent that the change increased the value of any potential sale or lease, or the 
likelihood that a sale or lease would occur, the bill would increase State revenue and/or 
accelerate the receipt of any revenue. 
 
 Fiscal Analyst:  David Zin 
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