
 
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE 
 

Wednesday, January 26, 2011 9:00 a.m. Room 521 House Office Building, Lansing 
 
Representative Daley, Chair, called the meeting to order.  
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Daley, Denby, Kurtz, Tyler, Glardon, Johnson, 
LaFontaine, McBroom, Outman, Rendon, Santana, Brunner, Oakes, Talabi, Hovey-
Wright, Segal.   
 
The Chair announced that the Committee will operate according to the Uniform Committee 
Rules which were adopted by the House of Representatives on January 12, 2011.  
 
The Chair read in the Committee appointments as designated by the Speaker of the House. 
 
Chair Daley asked Committee members to provide introductions.  
 
Chair Daley announced the formation of the Subcommittee on Agricultural Processing of the 
Standing Committee on Agriculture.  Subcommittee members named are:  Representatives 
Denby, Chair; Representative Johnson; Representative Rendon; Representative Brunner; and 
Representative Hovey-Wright.  
 
The Chair introduced Keith Creagh, Director of the Department of Agriculture, and Derek 
Bajema, Legislative Liaison.  Other members of the Department in attendance were: State 
Veterinarian Dr. Steven Halstead, Jim Bowes, and   Dr. Nancy Frank, Animal Industry Division; 
Jim Johnson, Department of Environmental Stewardship; Jeff Zimmer, Pesticide and Plant Pest 
Management Division; Jennifer Holton, Public Information  Officer; and Mike DiBernardo,  
Office of Agriculture Development.   
 
Director Creagh provided a presentation which included an overview of:  the Michigan Agri-
Food Industry; MDA Priorities; the MAEAP (Michigan Agriculture and Environmental 
Assurance Program); Economic and Rural Development; Michigan farms by size; the fruit and 
vegetable industry; field crops; agri-tourism growth opportunities; Michigan's exports 
worldwide; Michigan exports; what makes the MDA unique; and the power of partnerships. 
  
Chair Daley announced of formation of the Bi-Cameral and Bi-Partisan Agricultural Caucus.   
 
There being no additional business before the Committee, Chair Daley declared the meeting 
adjourned, the time being 10:56 a.m. 
 
__________________________________   
Representative Kevin Daley, Chair    Catherine Petroskey, Committee Clerk 
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