
 
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE 
 

Wednesday, February 23, 2011 9:00 a.m. Room 307 House Office Building, Lansing 
 
Representative Daley, Chair, called the meeting to order.  
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Daley, Denby, Kurtz, Tyler, Glardon, Johnson, 
LaFontaine, McBroom, Outman, Rendon, Santana, Brunner, Oakes, Talabi, Hovey-
Wright, Segal.  
 
Representative Denby made a motion to adopt the minutes of the meeting of February 16, 2011.  
No objections being offered, the minutes were accepted as presented.  

Jody Pollock-Newsom, representing the Michigan Corn Growers Association, provided a 
presentation to the Committee and reviewed the following topics:  membership and benefits; the 
check-off program established by PA 232 of 1965; the importance of corn; 2010 national corn 
supply and demand; increasing production nationally; Michigan's corn crop; Michigan corn 
usage; Michigan corn statistics; corn's other uses; products made from corn-based polymers; 
other uses of corn; and the future of ethanol in Michigan. 

 
The Chair laid the following bill before the Committee. 
 
SB 122 Hune Environmental protection; groundwater contamination; incentives 

for verification under the Michigan agriculture environmental 
assurance program (MAEAP); provide for. 

 
Matt Smego, representing the Michigan Farm Bureau, submitted a card indicating support for SB 
122. 
 
Representative Outman made a motion to report SB 122 with recommendation.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Daley, Denby, Kurtz, Tyler, Glardon, Johnson, LaFontaine, 
McBroom, Outman, Rendon, Santana, Brunner, Oakes, Talabi, Hovey-Wright, Segal. 
(16/16) 
Nays:  None. (0/16) 
Pass:  None. (0/16)  (16/0/0) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
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Sam Hines, Executive Vice President for the Michigan Pork Producers, spoke to the Committee 
about: Michigan's ranking in pork production; hogs harvested annually; U.S. hog operations by 
size groups and percent of inventory (2009); lean pork v. lean chicken; world meat consumption; 
U.S. pork exports; Michigan Pork Producers concerns, including: profitability; input costs; 
breakeven price 2007-2009; the current market price; wild hogs/feral swine; trying to attract a  
major producer for Michigan; analysis of value of trade agreements; animal care; antibiotics; and 
marketing options. 

 
Ben Kudwa, representing the Michigan Potato Growers Association, spoke to the Committee 
regarding: numbers to be proud of regarding potato crop value; Michigan production compared 
to other states; Michigan Potato Industry Council facts; and the comeback of the Michigan potato 
industry.  Mr. Kudwa also submitted a White Paper regarding the origin and functions of 
Michigan's Agricultural Commodity Groups.  
 
Representative Denby provided an update on the activities of the Agricultural Processing 
Subcommittee.   
 
There being no additional business before the Committee, Chair Daley declared the meeting 
adjourned, the time being 10:05 a.m. 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Representative Kevin Daley, Chair 
 
Catherine Petroskey, Committee Clerk 
(517) 373-8538 
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