
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE 
 

Wednesday, May 30, 2012   9:00 a.m. Room 307 House Office Building, Lansing 
 
Representative Daley, Chair, called the meeting to order.  
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Daley, Denby, Kurtz, Tyler, Glardon, Johnson, 
LaFontaine, McBroom, Outman, Rendon, Muxlow, Callton, Brunner, Oakes, Talabi, Hovey-
Wright, Segal, Smiley.   
 
Representative Oakes made a motion to adopt the minutes of the meeting of May 16, 2012.  No 
objections being offered, the minutes were accepted as presented.  
 
Mike DiBernardo, Economic Development Specialist with the Michigan Department of Agriculture and 
Rural Development (MDARD), provided updates on a number of agri-business and agricultural matters 
of interest to the Committee.  Mr. DiBernardo discussed the economic impact of the weather on 2012 
fruit and vegetable crops and potential reimbursement for crop losses. 
 
Derek Bajema and Brad Deacon, representing MDARD, also spoke to the Committee regarding a state 
program that might be developed to assist farmers regarding weather-related crop losses and the 
significance of the losses in Michigan to producers and processors.  
 
Tonia Ritter and Bob Boehm,  representing the Michigan Farm Bureau, also spoke to the Committee 
regarding the 2012 crop losses and how to support growers, processors and handlers and the 
development of a crop loss assistance program.  
 
Dave Armstrong and Travis Jones, representing Greenstone Farm Credit Services, were available to 
answer questions regarding low interest loans for disaster relief.  
 
The Chair laid the following bill before the Committee.   
 
HB 5363 Brunner Environmental protection; solid waste; soil from sugar beet production; 

exclude from solid waste definition. 
 
Representative Brunner reviewed the provisions of HB 5363 with the Committee.  
 
Ray Van Driessche, representing Michigan Sugar Company, spoke to the Committee in support of HB 
5363.  
 
Cards for HB 5363 were submitted by: 
 Matt Smego, representing Michigan Farm Bureau, in support (if amended)  
 Derek Bajema, representing the MDARD, in support (if amended) 
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Representative Brunner made a motion to amend HB 5363 as follows: 
 1.       Amend page 4, line 8, by striking out all of subdivision (1) and inserting: 
 "(l)  Soil that is washed or otherwise removed from sugar beets, has not more than 35% 
moisture content, and is registered as a soil amendment under part 85.  Any testing required to 
become registered under part 85 is the responsibility of the generator.". 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Daley, Denby, Kurtz, Tyler, Glardon, Johnson, LaFontaine, McBroom, 
Outman, Rendon, Muxlow, Callton, Brunner, Oakes, Talabi, Hovey-Wright, Segal, Smiley.  
(18/18) 
Nays:  None. (0/18) 
Pass: None. (0/18)  (18/0/0) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
Representative Denby made a motion to report HB 5363 (H-1) with recommendation.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Daley, Denby, Kurtz, Tyler, Glardon, Johnson, LaFontaine, McBroom, 
Outman, Rendon, Muxlow, Callton, Brunner, Oakes, Talabi, Hovey-Wright, Segal, Smiley.  
(18/18) 
Nays:  None. (0/18) 
Pass: None. (0/18)  (18/0/0) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
There being no additional business before the Committee, Chair Daley declared the meeting the 
adjourned, the time being 10:10 a.m. 
 
 
 
_________________________________________ 
Representative Kevin Daley, Chair 
 
Catherine Petroskey, Committee Clerk 
(517)  373-8538 
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