
 
 
 
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 
ON 

APPROPRIATIONS   
 
Tuesday, July 17, 2011                   3:00 p.m.                              Room 352, State Capitol 

 
The House Committee on Appropriations was called to order by the Chairman, Representative 
Chuck Moss. 
 
Members present: Representatives Moss, Haveman, Agema, Genetski, Lori, Rogers, Bumstead, 
Cotter, Forlini, Jenkins, MacGregor, MacMaster, Poleski, Pscholka, Potvin, LeBlanc, Ananich, 
Bauer, Dillon, Durhal , Lindberg, Lipton, McCann and Tlaib. 
 
Members absent: Representatives Kowall, Goike and Jackson. 
 
Representative LeBlanc moved to excuse all absent members. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid before the committee SB 1160: 
 
SB 1160 Casperson Crimes; business crimes; foreclosure-related crimes; provide for 

restitution and authorize funding for various foreclosure 
counseling, blight elimination, and children's and veterans' 
assistance programs. 

 
Representative Bumstead moved to adopt the substitute H-2 to SB 1160.  
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 24-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 
 Yeas: Representatives Moss, Haveman, Agema, Genetski, Lori, Rogers, Bumstead, 
Cotter, Forlini, Jenkins, MacGregor, MacMaster, Poleski, Pscholka, Potvin, LeBlanc, Ananich, 
Bauer, Dillon, Durhal, Lindberg, Lipton, McCann and Tlaib, 
 Nays: None. 
 Pass: None. 
 
Kendra Everett, Office of Senator Tom Casperson, bill sponsor, supported the bill. 
 



Jessica AcMoody, Community Economic Development Association of Michigan, supported the  
bill. 
 
Felicia Wasson, American Association of Retired People, supported the bill. 
 
Neeta Delaney, Michigan Foreclosure Task Force, supported the bill. 
 
Representative Ananich moved to adopt the following amendment to the substitute H-2 to SB 
1160: 
 
1.   Amend page 2, line 14, after "(1)"." by inserting "Purposes consistent with the consent 
judgments include, but are not limited to the following: 

(a) Grants by the department of treasury to local units of government that have 
experienced high foreclosure rates, to be used to finance police, fire or other public safety 
programs. 

(b) Investigation, by the attorney general, of property crimes, such as arson and theft of 
articles that have value as scrap metal." 
 
The motion did not prevail by a vote of 9-15-0. 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 
 Yeas:  Representatives LeBlanc, Ananich, Bauer, Dillon, Durhal, Lindberg, Lipton, 
McCann and Tlaib, 
 Nays: Representatives Moss, Haveman, Agema, Genetski, Lori, Rogers, Bumstead, 
Cotter, Forlini, Jenkins, MacGregor, MacMaster, Poleski, Pscholka and Potvin, 
 Pass: None 
 
Representative Lipton moved to adopt the following amendment to the substitute H-2 to SB 
1160: 
 
1.   Amend page 2, line 14, after "(1)"." by inserting "Purposes consistent with the consent 
judgments include, but are not limited to, grants awarded by the Michigan state housing 
development authority to buyers of foreclosed single-family homes for improving the energy 
efficiency of the homes.  To be eligible for a grant, a buyer shall agree to occupy the home as his 
or her primary residents for at least 3 years.  If this condition is violated, the buyer shall return 
the grant to the Michigan state housing development authority". 
 
The motion did not prevail by a vote of 9-14-1. 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 
 Yeas:  Representatives LeBlanc, Ananich, Bauer, Dillon, Durhal, Lindberg, Lipton, 
McCann and Tlaib, 
 Nays: Representatives Moss, Agema, Genetski, Lori, Rogers, Bumstead, Cotter, Forlini, 
Jenkins, MacGregor, MacMaster, Poleski, Pscholka and Potvin, 
 Pass: Representative Haveman. 



 
Representative Poleski moved to report SB 1160 (H-2) with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 24-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 
 Yeas: Representatives Moss, Haveman, Agema, Genetski, Lori, Rogers, Bumstead, 
Cotter, Forlini, Jenkins, MacGregor, MacMaster, Poleski, Pscholka, Potvin, LeBlanc, Ananich, 
Bauer, Dillon, Durhal, Lindberg, Lipton, McCann and Tlaib, 
 Nays: None, 

Pass: None. 
 
The Chair laid HBs 5725 and 5726 before the committee: 
 
HB 5725 MacGregor Retirement; municipal employees; pension flexibility regarding 

opt-in and opt-out process; clarify.  
 
HB 5726 Opsommer State financing and management; bonds; bonding for certain 

pension liabilities; provide for.  
 
Representative MacGregor, bill sponsor, explained HB 5725 to the committee. 
 
Representative Opsommer, bill sponsor, explained HB 5726 to the committee. 
 
Kim Rhead, Municipal Employee Retirement System, opposed the bills. 
 
Deb Peake, Municipal Employee Retirement System, opposed the bills. 
 
Alan Sonenstine, Municipal Employee Retirement System, opposed the bills. 
 
Tony Lehman, Huntingwood's, opposed the bills. 
 
Julie Lightfoot, Saginaw County Road Commission, opposed the bills. 
 
Donna Cowden, Branch Hillsdale St. Joseph, Chief Financial Officer, opposed the bills. 
 
Michael Brown, Barry County, opposed the bills. 
 
John Ogden, City of Port Huron, opposed the bills. 
 
Joseph Esuchanko, Michigan Municipal League, supported the bills. 
 
Jeffrey Cuthbertson, Mayor Pro-Tem City of Rochester, supported the bills. 
 
James Vutrono, City Manager, City of Rochester, supported the bills. 



 
Richard Weiler, Michigan Association of Police Organization, opposed HB 5725. 
 
Nick Ciaramitaro, American Federation of State County and Municipal Employees, neutral 
regarding the bills. 
 
Curtis Holt, City of Wyoming, supported the bills. 
 
Ellen Hoekstra, Capital Services, Michigan Association of Public Employee Retirement 
Systems, supported HB 5725. 
 
Ellen Hoekstra, Capital Services, Michigan Association of Public Employee Retirement Systems 
was neutral regarding HB 5726. 
 
Brian Donovan, City of East Grand Rapids, supported the bills. 
 
Jeff Dood, City of East Grand Rapids, City Manager, supported the bills. 
 
Patrick Sullivan, City of Northville, supported HB 5726. 
 
Patrick McGow, City of Northville, supported HB 5726. 
 
There being no further business before the committee and seeing no objection, the Chair 
adjourned the meeting, the time being 4:57 p.m.   
 
Representative Chuck Moss, Chairman ____________________________________ 
Ben Williams Jr., Committee Clerk, (517) 373-1988 
1 Hour and 57 Minutes 
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