
 
 
 
 
 

THE MINUTES OF THE HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON 

COMMERCE 
 
 
Tuesday, March 13, 2012 10:00 a.m.             Room 308 House Office Building 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The House Standing Committee on Commerce was called to order by Representative Wayne 
Schmidt, Chair. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Wayne Schmidt, Tyler, Gilbert, Knollenberg, Denby, 
Lund, Shirkey, Farrington, Glardon, Shaughnessy, Somerville, Zorn, Switalski, Bledsoe, Haugh, 
Barnett, Clemente and Townsend. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT:  Representative Olumba. 
  
Representative Switalski moved to adopt the minutes from the March 6, 2012, meeting.  There 
being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Chair Wayne Schmidt laid SB 992 and HB 5446 before the committee: 
 
SB 992 Meekhof Consumer credit; other; nonrecourse mortgage loans; clarify effect of 

certain mortgage provisions. 
 
HB 5446 Hobbs Consumer credit; other; nonrecourse mortgage loans; clarify effect of 

certain mortgage provisions. 
 
TESTIMONY 
 
Rachel Hoekstra from Senator Meekhof's office testified in support of SB 992. 
 
Representative Hobbs, sponsor of HB 5446, explained his bill to the committee. 
 
Janet Langlois, representing Building Owners and Managers Association International (BOMA), 
testified in support of the bills. 
 
Dennis Bernard, representing Bernard Financial, testified in support of the bills. 
 
Michael Berger, representing the Berger Realty Group, testified in support of the bills. 
 
Larry Kish, representing the Life Insurance Association of Michigan, supports SB 992 with an 
amendment. 
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Lawrence McLaughlin, Chair of (BOMA), testified in support of the bills. 
 
The following people submitted a card and/or written testimony and did not wish to speak: 
 
Daniel Stern, representing the International Council of Shopping Centers (ICSC)/Lormax Stern, 
supports HB 5446. 
 
Brad Comment, representing the Construction Association of Michigan, supports the bills. 
 
Brad Ward, representing the Michigan Association of Realtors, supports SB 992. 
 
Jack Schick, representing the Apartment Association of Michigan, supports SB 992. 
 
Pat Devlin, representing the Michigan State Building Trades, supports the bills. 
 
Representative Tyler moved to report SB 992 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 12-0-6 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Wayne Schmidt, Tyler, Gilbert, Knollenberg, Denby, Lund, 
Shaughnessy, Zorn, Bledsoe, Haugh, Clemente and Townsend, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   Representatives Shirkey, Farrington, Glardon, Somerville, Switalski and Barnett. 
 

Chair Wayne Schmidt opened the floor for a presentation by: 
 

Mark Kinsler, Vice President, Business Attraction 
Deanna Richeson, Director, Export Program 

Jim McBryde, Vice President, Governmental Affairs 
for the 

Michigan Economic Development Corporation (MEDC) 
Pure Michigan 

 
Mr. Kinsler, Ms. Richeson and Mr. McBryde gave an overview of the "Recent History Export 
Program" and "Regionalization". A handout was submitted to the members of the committee.  
Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Chair Wayne Schmidt opened the floor for a presentation by: 
 

Jeff Jorge, Executive Partner  
of 

 Global Development Partners, Royal Oak 
 
Mr. Jorge gave an overview of "Globalizing Michigan".  Handouts were submitted to the committee 
members.  Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Chair Wayne Schmidt opened the floor for a presentation by: 
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David Closs 

Broad College of Business, 
Michigan State University, East Lansing 

 
Dr. Closs gave an overview of "Transportation's Role in Economic Development:  Supporting Job 
Creation & Supply Chain Management".  A handout was submitted to the committee members.  
Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Chair Wayne Schmidt opened the floor for a presentation by: 
 

Sonja Johnson, 
Van Andel Global Trade Center, Grand Rapids 

 
Ms. Johnson gave an overview of the partnership between the Van Andel Global Trade Center and 
the Export-Import Bank of the United States (Ex-Im Bank).  A handout was submitted to the 
committee members.  Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Chair Wayne Schmidt opened the floor for a presentation by: 
 

 Mr. Noel Nevshehir, 
Global Business Director of International Business Services (IBS) at 

Automation Alley, Troy 
 
Mr. Nevshehir gave an overview of exporting in Michigan. Mr. Nevshehir submitted written 
testimony to the committee.  Questions and discussion followed. 
 
The following person submitted a handout but did not wish to speak: 
 
Dr. Tomas Hult, Eli Broad Professor of International Business Director, Center for International 
Business Education & Research Executive Director, Academy of International Business, Eli Broad 
College of Business, Michigan State University, submitted a handout - "Michigan Exporting". 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 
12:27 p.m. 
 
____________________________________________                                                                                        
Representative Wayne Schmidt, Chair 
House Standing Committee on Commerce 
Malika Abdul-Basir 

Committee Clerk 

517-373-7256 
2 Hours and 27 minutes 
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