
 
 
 
 
 

THE MINUTES OF THE HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON 

COMMERCE 
 
 
Tuesday, June 14, 2011       10:30 a.m.  Room 519 House Office Building 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The House Standing Committee on Commerce was called to order by Representative Wayne 
Schmidt, Chair. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Wayne Schmidt, Tyler, Gilbert, Knollenberg, Denby, 
Lund, Shirkey, Farrington, Glardon, Shaughnessy, Somerville, Zorn, Switalski, Bledsoe, Barnett, 
Clemente, Melton and Olumba. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED:  Representative Haugh. 
 
Representative Knollenberg moved to adopt the minutes of the June 8, 2011, meeting.  There 
being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Chairman Wayne Schmidt laid SB 12 before the committee: 
 
SB 12 Jansen Employment security; employers; certain practices in the calculation of 

contribution rate; prohibit. 
 
TESTIMONY 
 
The following person submitted a card and did not speak: 
 
Bret Marr from Muchmore Harrington, representing Administaff, supports the bill. 
  
Rusty Merchant, representing Axios, opposes the bill. 
 
Representative Switalski offered the following amendment to SB 12: 
 

1. Amend page 2, following line 23, by inserting:  
 "Enacting section 1. This amendatory act does not take effect unless House Concurrent 
Resolution No. 5 of the 96th Legislature is adopted by both the senate and the house of 
representatives.".  
 
Representative Bledsoe moved to adopt the amendment. 
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The motion prevailed by a vote of 17-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Wayne Schmidt, Tyler, Gilbert, Knollenberg, Denby, Lund, Shirkey, 
Farrington, Glardon, Shaughnessy, Somerville, Zorn, Switalski, Bledsoe, Barnett, Clemente and Melton, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 
 

Representative Tyler moved to report SB 12 with recommendation as amended. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 12-5-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Wayne Schmidt, Tyler, Gilbert, Knollenberg, Denby, Lund, Shirkey, 
Farrington, Glardon, Shaughnessy, Somerville and Zorn,  

Nays:  Representatives Switalski, Bledsoe, Barnett, Clemente and Melton, 
Pass:   None. 
 

Chairman Wayne Schmidt laid HB 4394 before the committee: 
 
HB 4394 Haveman Employment security; benefits; computation and charging of 

unemployment benefits; modify for continuing employer. 
 
TESTIMONY 
 
Wendy Block, representing the Michigan Chamber of Commerce, testified in support of the bill. 
 
Charlie Owens, representing the National Federation of Independent Business (NFIB), testified and 
submitted written testimony in support of the bill. 
 
The following people submitted a card and did not speak: 
 
Lee Schwartz, representing the Michigan Association of Home Builders, supports the bill. 
Bret Marr from Muchmore Harrington, representing the Michigan Restaurant Association, supports the 
bill. 
Linda Gobler, representing Michigan Grocers, supports the bill. 
Kelly Dancsok, representing ABC of Michigan, supports the bill. 
David Jessup, representing the Small Business Association of Michigan (SBAM), supports the bill. 
Delaney Newberry, representing the Michigan Manufacturers Association, supports the bill. 
 
Representative Knollenberg moved to report HB 4394 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 14-0-3. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Wayne Schmidt, Tyler, Gilbert, Knollenberg, Denby, Lund, Shirkey, 
Farrington, Glardon, Shaughnessy, Somerville, Zorn, Switalski and Melton, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   Representatives Bledsoe, Barnett and Clemente. 
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Chair Wayne Schmidt laid HB 4727 before the committee: 
 
HB 4727 Goike Labor; youth employment; waiver of work permit for minor performing 

work as unpaid volunteer for an agricultural fair or exhibition; provide 
for. 

 
TESTIMONY 
 
Representative Goike, sponsor of HB 4727, explained his bill to the committee. 
 
The following person submitted a card and written testimony but did not speak: 
 
EJ Brown, representing the Michigan Association of Fairs & Exhibitions, supports the bill. 
 
Representative Denby moved to report HB 4727 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 17-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Wayne Schmidt, Tyler, Gilbert, Knollenberg, Denby, Lund, Shirkey, 
Farrington, Glardon, Shaughnessy, Somerville, Zorn, Switalski, Bledsoe, Barnett, Clemente and Melton, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 

 
Chairman Wayne Schmidt laid HB 4694 and HB 4695 before the committee: 
 
HB 4694 McMillin Construction; public buildings; bid specifications for certain construction 

contracts with public agencies; require to indicate characteristics of 
materials. 

 
HB 4695 Shirkey Education; school districts; certain construction contract bid 

specifications; require. 
 
TESTIMONY 
 
Representative McMillin, sponsor of HB 4694, explained his bill and submitted a handout to 
the committee. 
 
Representative Shirkey, sponsor of HB 4695, explained his bill to the committee. 
 
The following people submitted a card and did not speak: 
 
Charles Smith, representing Hardware Agents, supports the bills. 
Jeff Blackford, representing the Eisen Group, supports the bills. 
Andrew Gamalski, representing Gamalski Building Specialties, Inc., supports the bills. 
Doug Hawkins, representing Gamalski Building Specialties, Inc., supports the bills. 
John Bockert, representing Bockert and Associates, Inc., supports the bills. 
Keith Ledbetter and Doug Needham, representing the Michigan Infrastructure and 
Transportation Association (MITA), opposes HB 4694. 
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Kelly Dancsok, representing ABC of Michigan, supports HB 4694. 
 
Representative McMillin returned and gave additional comments. 
 
Representative Olumba moved to excuse Representative Haugh from the committee.  There 
being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 

 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting 
at 11:15 a.m. 
 
 
 
____________________________________________                                                                                        
Representative Wayne Schmidt, Chair 
House Standing Committee on Commerce 
Malika Abdul-Basir 

Committee Clerk 
517-373-7256 
45 Minutes 
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