
 
 
 
 
 

THE MINUTES OF THE HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON 

COMMERCE 
 
 
Tuesday, September 20, 2011 10:30 a.m.             Room 519 House Office Building 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The House Standing Committee on Commerce was called to order by Representative Wayne 
Schmidt, Chair. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Wayne Schmidt, Tyler, Gilbert, Knollenberg, Denby, 
Lund, Shirkey, Farrington, Glardon, Shaughnessy, Somerville, Zorn, Switalski, Bledsoe, Haugh, 
Barnett, Clemente and Olumba. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED:  None. 
 
Chairman Wayne Schmidt laid HB 4552 before the committee: 
 
HB 4552 Kurtz Worker's compensation; benefits; certain volunteer registrants; 

allow to collect worker's compensation insurance through the state 
under certain circumstances. 

 
TESTIMONY 
 
Representative Kurtz, sponsor of HB 4552, explained his bill to the committee.   
 
Douglas "Dutch" Nie, representing the Michigan Funeral Directors Association, testified in 
support of the bill. 
 
Hilary Gentry, representing the Office of Public Health Preparedness, testified in support of the 
bill. 
 
Chairman Wayne Schmidt laid SB 334 before the committee: 
 
SB 334 Hildenbrand Economic development; other; business improvement districts; 

expand to include townships. 
 
TESTIMONY 
 
Fred Schaible from Senator Hildenbrand's office testified in support of the bill. 
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John Shape, representing the Centennial Office Park Owners Association, testified in support of 
the bill. 
 
Bill Anderson, representing the Michigan Townships Association (MTA), testified in opposition 
to the bill. 
 
Andy Schor, representing the Michigan Municipal League (MML), testified indicating neutrality 
on the bill. 
 
The following people submitted a card and did not speak: 
 
James McBryde, representing the Michigan Economic Development Corporation (MEDC), 
supports the bill. 
 
Chris Fisher, representing the Associated Builders and Contractors of Michigan, supports the 
bill. 
 
House Bill 4820 was on the day's agenda but not taken up.  Paul Connors, representing the 
Michigan Department of Treasury, submitted a card in support of the bill. 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting 
at 11:26 a.m. 
 
____________________________________________                                                                                        
Representative Wayne Schmidt, Chair 
House Standing Committee on Commerce 
Malika Abdul-Basir 

Committee Clerk 
517-373-7256 
56 Minutes 
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