
 
 
 
 
 

THE MINUTES OF THE HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON 

COMMERCE 
 
 
Tuesday, October 4, 2011 10:30 a.m.             Room 308 House Office Building 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The House Standing Committee on Commerce was called to order by Representative Wayne Schmidt, Chair. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Wayne Schmidt, Tyler, Gilbert, Knollenberg, Denby, Lund, 
Shirkey, Farrington, Glardon, Shaughnessy, Somerville, Zorn, Switalski, Bledsoe, Haugh, Barnett, Clemente, 
Townsend and Olumba. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED:  None. 
  
Representative Tyler moved to adopt the minutes from the September 27, 2011, meeting.  There being no 
objection the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Chairman Wayne Schmidt laid HB 4641 before the committee: 
 
HB 4641 Womack Economic development; neighborhood enterprise zones; population 

requirements for eligibility; revise. 
 
TESTIMONY 
 
The following person submitted a card and did not speak: 
 
Kizzi Montgomery, representing the City of Detroit, supports the bill. 
 
Representative Tyler moved to adopt the substitute (H-1) to HB 4641.  
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 19-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Wayne Schmidt, Tyler, Gilbert, Knollenberg, Denby, Lund, Shirkey, 
Farrington, Glardon, Shaughnessy, Somerville, Zorn, Switalski, Bledsoe, Haugh, Barnett, Clemente, 
Townsend and Olumba, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 
 

Representative Gilbert moved to report HB 4641 with recommendation as substitute (H-1). 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 19-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
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 Yeas:  Representatives Wayne Schmidt, Tyler, Gilbert, Knollenberg, Denby, Lund, Shirkey, 
Farrington, Glardon, Shaughnessy, Somerville, Zorn, Switalski, Bledsoe, Haugh, Barnett, Clemente, 
Townsend and Olumba, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 

 
Chairman Wayne Schmidt laid SB 334 before the committee: 
 
SB 334 Hildenbrand Economic development; other; business improvement districts; expand to 

include townships. 
 
TESTIMONY 
 
James McBryde representing the Michigan Economic Development Corporation (MEDC)/Administration and 
Fred Schaible from Senator Hildenbrand's office testified in support of the bill. 
 
Representative Shaughnessy moved to report SB 334 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 19-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Wayne Schmidt, Tyler, Gilbert, Knollenberg, Denby, Lund, Shirkey, 
Farrington, Glardon, Shaughnessy, Somerville, Zorn, Switalski, Bledsoe, Haugh, Barnett, Clemente, 
Townsend and Olumba, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 

 
Chairman Wayne Schmidt laid HB 5002 before the committee: 
 
HB 5002 Jacobsen Worker's compensation; definitions; definition of disability and conditions 

on compensation for covered injuries; modify. 
 
TESTIMONY 
 
Doug Wright, representing Consumers Energy, testified and submitted written testimony in support of the bill. 
 
Timothy Hughes, representing the United Auto Workers, testified and submitted written testimony in 
opposition to the bill. 
 
Edward Welch testified in opposition to the bill. 
 
Janet Kelly-DeYoung, representing the Michigan Manufacturing Association, testified and submitted written 
testimony in support of the bill. 
 
Mark Docherty, representing the Michigan Professional Fire Fighters, testified in opposition to the bill. 
 
John Buczek, representing the Fraternal Order of Police, testified in opposition to the bill. 
 
Timothy Hanna, representing the Michigan Council of Self Insured Group Administrators, testified and 
submitted written testimony in support of the bill. 
 
Chuck Palmer and Bill Housefield, representing the Workers Compensation Section, testified and did not 
indicate a position on the bill. 
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Wendy Block, representing the Michigan Chamber of Commerce, testified in support of the bill. 
 
Denice LeVasseur, representing LeVasseur & LeVasseur, testified in support of the bill. 
 
The following people submitted a card and/or written testimony and did not speak: 
 
Ed Noyola, representing the County Road Association of Michigan, supports the bill. 
Todd Tennis, representing the Amalgamated Transit Union, opposes the bill. 
C. Michael Healy, representing Ilitch Holdings, Inc., supports the bill. 
Patrick Buchanan, representing himself, opposes the bill. 
Johnny Lee Cody, representing himself, opposes the bill. 
Jared Adler, representing himself, opposes the bill. 
Toni Sikorski, representing herself, did not indicate a position on the bill. 
Regina Meo, representing herself, opposes the bill. 
Curtis W. Lipinski, representing himself, opposes the bill. 
Gerald Marcinkoski, representing the Michigan Self Insurers Association, supports the bill. 
Delaney Newberry, representing the Michigan Manufacturers Association, supports the bill. 
John P. Charters of Charters Heck law firm opposes the bill. 
Robert J. MacDonald of MacDonald, FitzGerald & MacDonald P.C. opposes the bill. 
Roy Portenga, representing Evans Portenga, opposes the bill. 
Art Borella, an attorney and Mike Czinski oppose the bill. 
Mike Sanders, representing Foster Swift law firm, opposes the bill. 
Joel Alpert opposes the bill. 
Barry Adler, an attorney, representing himself, opposes the bill. 
Matt Smith, representing himself, opposes the bill. 
Marshall Lasser, representing injured workers present in hearing room, opposes the bill. 
Allan Studenberg, an attorney, representing Allan Studenberg, P.C. and his clients, opposes the bill. 
John A. Braden, an attorney, representing himself and his clients, opposes the bill. 
Martin Zane, representing himself, opposes the bill. 
Randy Matzkvich, representing himself, opposes the bill. 
Rick Moore, representing himself, opposes the bill. 
William Borch, representing the Ironworkers Local 25, opposes the bill. 
Lawrence Kaechele opposes the bill. 
Themis J. Fotieo, representing Michigan Association for Justice, opposes the bill. 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 12:08 p.m. 
 
____________________________________________                                                                                        
Representative Wayne Schmidt, Chair 
House Standing Committee on Commerce 
Malika Abdul-Basir 

Committee Clerk 

517-373-7256 
1 Hour and 38 Minutes 
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