
 
 
 
 
 

THE MINUTES OF THE HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON 

COMMERCE 
 
 
Tuesday, October 18, 2011 10:30 a.m.             Room 519 House Office Building 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The House Standing Committee on Commerce was called to order by Representative Wayne 
Schmidt, Chair. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Wayne Schmidt, Tyler, Gilbert, Knollenberg, Denby, 
Lund, Shirkey, Farrington, Glardon, Shaughnessy, Somerville, Switalski, Zorn, Bledsoe, Haugh, 
Barnett, Clemente and Olumba. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED:  Representative Townsend. 
  
Representative Tyler moved to adopt the minutes from the October 5, 2011, meeting.  There 
being no objection the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Chairman Wayne Schmidt laid SB 556, SB 566, SB 567, SB 568 and SB 644 before the 
committee: 
 
SB 556 Proos State financing and management; funds; Michigan business 

development program; create. 
 
SB 566 Pappageorge State financing and management; funds; community revitalization 

program; provide for. 
 
SB 567 Kowall State financing and management; funds; community revitalization 

program; provide for. 
 
SB 568 Hansen State financing and management; funds; community revitalization 

program; provide for. 
 
SB 644 Schuitmaker State financing and management; funds; use of 21st century jobs 

trust fund for new brownfield replacement program; allow. 
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TESTIMONY 
 
James McBryde, Peter Anastor, and Brad Heffner, representing the Michigan Economic 
Development Corporation (MEDC)/Administration, testified and submitted handouts in support 
the bills.  Becky O'Connell from Senator Proos' office testified in support of the bills.  
Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Senator Proos, sponsor of SB 556, explained his bill to the committee. 
 
Senator Mike Kowall, sponsor of SB 567, explained his bill to the committee. 
 
Representative Farrington explained the proposed amendments to SB 556, SB 567 and SB 
568.   
 
Ken Szymusiah, representing the Lansing Economic Development Corporation, testified in 
opposition to the proposed amendments to SB 566, SB 567, SB 568 and SB 556. 
 
Andy Schor, representing the Michigan Municipal League (MML), testified in opposition to 
some of the proposed amendments to SB 566, SB 567, SB 568, SB 556 and SB 644. 
 
Troy Cumings, representing the National Brownfields Association, testified in support of SB 
566, SB 567, and SB 568. 
 
Bill McMaster, state chairman, representing the Taxpayers United Michigan Foundation 
(TUMF), testified in opposition to the bills. 
 
The following person submitted a card and did not speak: 
 
Dave Biswas from Senator Kowall's office supports the bills. 
 
Representative Lund moved to excuse Representative Townsend from the committee.  There 
being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting 
at 12:03 p.m. 
 
____________________________________________                                                                                        
Representative Wayne Schmidt, Chair 
House Standing Committee on Commerce 
Malika Abdul-Basir 

Committee Clerk 

517-373-7256 
1 Hour and 33 Minutes 
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