
 
 
 
 
 

THE MINUTES OF THE HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON 

COMMERCE 
 
 
Wednesday, October 19, 2011 10:30 a.m.             Room 326 House Office Building 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The House Standing Committee on Commerce was called to order by Representative Wayne 
Schmidt, Chair. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Wayne Schmidt, Tyler, Knollenberg, Denby, Lund, 
Shirkey, Glardon, Shaughnessy, Somerville, Zorn, Bledsoe, Haugh, Clemente and Townsend. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED:  Representatives Gilbert, Farrington, Switalski, Barnett and 
Olumba. 
  
Representative Tyler moved to adopt the minutes from the October 18, 2011, meeting.  There 
being no objection the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Chairman Wayne Schmidt laid HB 5002 before the committee: 
 
HB 5002 Jacobsen Worker's compensation; definitions; definition of disability and 

conditions on compensation for covered injuries; modify. 
 
Representative Denby moved to adopt the substitute (H-1) to HB 5002. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 13-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Wayne Schmidt, Tyler,  Knollenberg, Denby, Lund, Glardon, 
Shaughnessy, Somerville, Zorn, Bledsoe, Haugh, Clemente and Townsend, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 

 
TESTIMONY 
 
Representative Jacobsen, sponsor of HB 5002, explained his bill and the substitute (H-1) to the 
committee. 
 
Mark Docherty, representing the Michigan Firefighters Union, testified in opposition to the bill. 
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Richard Warsh, Robert MacDonald and Allan Studenberg, representing the Michigan 
Association for Justice, testified in opposition to the bill. 
 
Joel Alpert, past chair of the State Bar Workers Compensation Committee - injured workers, 
opposes the bill. 
 
Wendy Block, representing the Michigan Chamber of Commerce, testified in support of the bill. 
 
Gerald Marcinkoski, representing Michigan Self Insurers Association, testified in support of 
the bill. 
 
The following people submitted a card and/or written testimony and did not speak: 
 
Delaney Newberry, representing the Michigan Manufacturers Association, supports the bill.  
Rob Anderson, representing Farm Bureau, supports the bill. 
Rusty Merchant, representing the Michigan Insurance Coalition, supports the bill. 
Andy Johnston, representing the Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce, supports the bill. 
John Buczek, representing the Fraternal Order of Police, opposes the bill. 
Douglas Green, representing the DTE Energy Company, supports the bill. 
Kimberly Guest-Marcotte, representing Metaldyne, LLC, supports the bill. 
Doug Wright, representing Consumers Energy, supports the bill. 
Robert Seal, representing Care Works, USA, supports the bill. 
Justin Winslow, representing the Michigan Restaurant Association, supports the bill. 
Bonnie Bochniak, representing the Michigan Business & Professional Association and the 
Michigan Food & Beverage Association, supports the bill. 
Russ Collins opposes the bill. 
Daryl Royal representing both employees and employers in workers compensation cases, 
opposes the bill. 
Charles Owens, representing the National Federation of Independent Business (NFIB), supports 
the bill. 
Dawn Crandall, representing the Michigan Home Builders, supports the bill. 
Lance Binoniemi, representing the Michigan Infrastructure & Transportation Association, 
supports the bill. 
Mike O'Brien, representing the Michigan Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs 
(LARA), indicated neutrality on the bill. 
Patrick Harrington, representing the Hardware Association, supports the bill. 
William Borch, Jr., representing the Ironworkers Local 25, opposes the bill. 
John Sims, representing Sims & Stern, P.C., opposes the bill. 
Alex Berman, representing injured workers, opposes the bill. 
Sherita Odum, representing herself, opposes the bill. 
Roger Kline, representing injured workers/Mrs. Odum, opposes the bill. 
Lawrence Lienhart, an injured worker, representing himself, opposes the bill. 
Clint Thomas, representing himself, opposes the bill. 
Tom Kocsis, an injured worker, opposes the bill. 
Dyck Van Koevering, representing the Insurance Institute of Michigan, supports the bill. 
Jim Commet, representing Tower International Inc., supports the bill. 
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Roy Portenga, representing EvansPortenga, opposes the bill. 
 
Representative Lund moved to excuse Representative Townsend from the committee.  There 
being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting 
at 11:17 a.m. 
 
____________________________________________                                                                                        
Representative Wayne Schmidt, Chair 
House Standing Committee on Commerce 
Malika Abdul-Basir 

Committee Clerk 

517-373-7256 
47 Minutes 
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