
 
 
 
 
 

THE MINUTES OF THE HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON 

COMMERCE 
 
 
Wednesday, October 25, 2011 10:30 a.m.             Room 519 House Office Building 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The House Standing Committee on Commerce was called to order by Representative Wayne 
Schmidt, Chair. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Wayne Schmidt, Tyler, Gilbert, Knollenberg, Denby, 
Lund, Shirkey, Farrington, Glardon, Shaughnessy, Somerville, Zorn, Switalski, Bledsoe, Haugh, 
Barnett, Clemente, Townsend and Olumba. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED:  None. 
  
Representative Denby moved to adopt the minutes from the October 19, 2011, meeting.  There 
being no objection the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Chairman Wayne Schmidt laid HB 4820 before the committee: 
 
HB 4820 Wayne Schmidt Economic development; obsolete property and rehabilitation; 

issuance of an amended certificate for tax abatement on certain 
projects; allow. 

 
TESTIMONY: 
 
Troy Cummings, representing the Fort Shelby Hotel, testified in support of the bill. 
 
Representative Tyler gave comments in support of the bill. 
 
The following people submitted a card and did not speak: 
Paul Conners, representing the Michigan Department of Treasury, supports the bill. 
Andy Schor, representing the Michigan Municipal League, supports the substitute. 
 
Representative Tyler offered the following amendment to HB 4820: 
 
1. Amend page 3, line 11, by striking out all of subsection (6) and inserting: 
 "(6) IF AN ERROR OR MISTAKE IN AN APPLICATION FOR AN OBSOLETE 
PROPERTY REHABILITATION EXEMPTION CERTIFICATE IS DISCOVERED 
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AFTER THE LEGISLATIVE BODY OF THE QUALIFIED LOCAL GOVERNMENTAL 
UNIT HAS APPROVED THE APPLICATION OR AFTER THE COMMISSION HAS 
ISSUED A CERTIFICATE FOR THE APPLICATION, AN APPLICANT MAY SUBMIT 
AN AMENDED APPLICATION IN THE SAME MANNER AS AN ORIGINAL 
APPLICATION UNDER SECTION 4 THAT CORRECTS THE ERROR OR MISTAKE. 
PURSUANT TO SECTIONS 5 AND 6, THE LEGISLATIVE BODY OF THE 
QUALIFIED LOCAL GOVERNMENTAL UNIT AND THE COMMISSION MAY 
APPROVE OR DENY THE AMENDED APPLICATION. IF THE COMMISSION 
PREVIOUSLY ISSUED A CERTIFICATE FOR THE ORIGINAL APPLICATION AND 
APPROVES AN AMENDED APPLICATION UNDER THIS SUBSECTION, THE 
COMMISSION SHALL ISSUE AN AMENDED CERTIFICATE FOR THE AMENDED 
APPLICATION PURSUANT TO SECTION 6 WITH THE SAME EFFECTIVE DATE 
AS THE ORIGINAL CERTIFICATE.". 
 
Representative Farrington moved to adopt the amendment. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 17-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Wayne Schmidt, Tyler, Gilbert, Denby, Lund, Shirkey, 
Farrington, Glardon, Shaughnessy, Somerville, Zorn, Switalski, Bledsoe, Haugh, Barnett, 
Clemente and Townsend, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 
 

Representative Tyler moved to report HB 4820 with recommendation as substitute (H-1). 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 18-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Wayne Schmidt, Tyler, Gilbert, Knollenberg, Denby, Lund, 
Shirkey, Farrington, Glardon, Shaughnessy, Somerville, Zorn, Switalski, Bledsoe, Haugh, 
Barnett, Clemente and Townsend, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 
 

Chairman Wayne Schmidt laid HB 5002 before the committee: 
 
HB 5002 Jacobsen Worker's compensation; definitions; definition of disability and 

conditions on compensation for covered injuries; modify. 
 
TESTIMONY 
 
Representative Jacobsen, sponsor of HB 5002, explained the substitute (H-2) to the committee. 
 
Wendy Block, representing the Michigan Chamber of Commerce, testified in support of the bill. 
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The following people submitted a card and/or written testimony and did not speak: 
 
Delaney Newberry, representing the Michigan Manufacturers Association, supports the bill. 
Charles Owens, representing the National Federation of Independent Business (NFIB), supports 
the bill. 
David Jessup, representing the Small Business Association of Michigan (SBAM), supports the 
bill. 
George Carr, representing the Property Casualty Insurance Association, supports the bill. 
Tim Hanna, representing the Michigan Council of Self Insured Group Administrators, supports 
the bill. 
Rick Walsh, representing the Michigan Association for Justice, opposes the bill. 
Robert MacDonald, representing workers, opposes the bill. 
Linda Gobler, representing the Michigan Grocers Association, supports the bill.  
Charles Palmer, an attorney, opposes the bill. 
Chris Fisher, representing Associated Builders and Contractors (ABC) of Michigan, supports the 
bill. 
Justin Winslow, representing the Michigan Restaurant Association, supports the bill. 
Tim Hughes, representing the United Auto Workers (UAW), opposes the substitute. 
Louise Somalski, representing the American Federation of Teachers (AFT) - Michigan, opposes 
the (H-2) substitute. 
Scott W. Gaffner, representing Citizens Management Inc., supports the bill. 
 
Chairman Wayne Schmidt laid SB 556, 566, 567, 568 and 644 before the committee: 
 
SB 556 Proos State financing and management; funds; Michigan business 

development program; create. 
 
SB 566 Pappageorge State financing and management; funds; community revitalization 

program; provide for. 
 
SB 567 Kowall State financing and management; funds; community revitalization 

program; provide for. 
 
SB 568 Hansen State financing and management; funds; community revitalization 

program; provide for. 
 
SB 644 Schuitmaker State financing and management; funds; use of 21st century jobs 

trust fund for new brownfield replacement program; allow. 
 
TESTIMONY: 
 
James McBryde, representing the Michigan Economic Development Corporation (MEDC) 
Administration, testified in support of the bills. 
 
Troy Cummings, representing Warner Norcross & Judd, testified in support of the bills. 
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Andy Schor, representing the Michigan Municipal League, testified in support of the bills. 
 
Peter Anastor, representing the Michigan Economic Development Corporation (MEDC)  
Administration, testified in support of the bills. 
 
Questions and discussion followed.  Proposed amendments were presented. 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting 
at 11:52 a.m. 
 
____________________________________________                                                                                        
Representative Wayne Schmidt, Chair 
House Standing Committee on Commerce 
Malika Abdul-Basir 

Committee Clerk 

517-373-7256 
1 Hour and 22 Minutes 
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