THE MINUTESOF THE HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE
ON
COMMERCE

Tuesday, November 29, 2011 10:30 a.m. Room 519 House Office Building

The House Standing Committee on Commerce was called to order by Representative Wayne
Schmidt, Chair.

MEMBERSPRESENT: Representatives Wayne Schmidt, Tyler, Gilbert, Knollenberg, Denby,

Lund, Shirkey, Farrington, Glardon, Shaughnessy, Somerville, Zorn, Bledsoe, Haugh, Barnett,
Clemente, and Townsend.

MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED: Representatives Switalski and Olumba.

Representative Tyler moved to adopt the minutes of the November 10, 2011, meeting. There
being no objection the motion prevailed by unanimous consent.

Chair Wayne Schmidt opened the floor for a presentation from:

Mike O'Brien and Steve Arwood
Michigan Licensing and Regulatory Affairs

Mr. O'Brien and Mr. Arwood gave an overview of suggested reforms for Michigan's
Unemployment Agency and discussed SB 483, SB 484 and SB 801. A handout was submitted to
the committee members. Questions and discussion followed.

Chair Wayne Schmidt opened the floor for a presentation from:

David Jessup
Small Business Association of Michigan (SBAM)

Charles Owens
National Federation of Independent Business (NFIB)

Wendy Block
Michigan Chamber of Commer ce
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Mr. Jessup, Mr. Owens and Ms. Block gave an overview of their recommendations for cost-
saving reforms and funding solutions to the Michigan's Unemployment Agency. Handouts were
submitted to the committee members. Questions and discussion followed.

Steve Arwood returned and made additional comments on Michigan's average tax rate.

Neil Zechman, representing the Michigan Unemployment Agency, gave comments on
Michigan's unemployment status.

Chair Wayne Schmidt laid SB 569 before the committee:

SB 569 Richardville Economic development; Michigan strategic fund; film production
assistance program; provide for.

TESTIMONY:

The following people submitted a card and/or written testimony but did not speak:

Calvin M. Hazelbaker, representing the (IATSE) Local 38, supports the bill.
Bob Wilson, representing Lake Effect Cinema, LLC, supports the hill.
Larry Mousseau, an VFX artist, |E Effects, supports the bill.

Kathy Olga Zoubareff supports the hill.

Kimberly Leitz-McCauley, a Michigan film worker, supports the bill.
Donna Reich, an actress, supports the bill.

Brenda Ochodnicky supports the bill.

Representative Tyler moved to excuse Representatives Switalski and Olumba from the
committee. There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent.

There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting
at 11:56 am.

Representative Wayne Schmidt, Chair
House Standing Committee on Commer ce
Malika Abdul-Basir

Committee Clerk

517-373-7256
1 Hour and 26 minutes
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