
 
 
 
 
 

THE MINUTES OF THE HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON 

COMMERCE 
 
 
Tuesday, December 6, 2011 10:30 a.m.             Room 519 House Office Building 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The House Standing Committee on Commerce was called to order by Representative Wayne 
Schmidt, Chair. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Wayne Schmidt, Tyler, Gilbert, Knollenberg, Denby, 
Lund, Shirkey, Farrington, Glardon, Shaughnessy, Somerville, Zorn, Switalski, Bledsoe, Haugh, 
Barnett, Clemente and Townsend. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED:  Representative Olumba. 
  
Chair Wayne Schmidt laid SB 483, SB 484, SB 806 and HB 5185 before the committee: 
 
SB 483 Jansen Employment security; funds; Michigan employment security 

financing act to provide for the issuance of bonds; create. 
 
SB 484 Jansen Employment security; funds; means of financing employment 

security deficits; modify. 
 
SB 806 Brandenburg Employment security; general amendments; improved solvency of 

unemployment system; provide for. 
 
HB 5185 Haveman Employment security; general amendments; improved solvency of 

unemployment system; provide for. 
 
TESTIMONY: 
 
Steve Arwood and Neil Zechman, representing the Michigan Department of Licensing and 
Regulatory Affairs and the Michigan Unemployment Insurance Agency, testified in support of 
the bills.  Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Haveman, sponsor of HB 5185, explained his bill to the committee. 
 
Steve Arwood returned and gave additional comments on the bill. 
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Todd Tennis, representing the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, testified in 
opposition to the bill. 
 
Wendy Block, representing the Michigan Chamber of Commerce, testified in support of the 
bills. 
 
Charlie Owens, representing the National Federation of Independent Business (NFIB), testified 
in support of the bills. 
 
David Jessup, representing the Small Business Association of Michigan (SBAM) submitted a 
card and did not speak. 
 
The following people submitted a card and did not speak: 
Justin Winslow, representing the Michigan Restaurant Association, supports SB 483, SB 484 and 
SB 806. 
Mariam Robinson, representing the Michigan Nurses Association, opposes the bills. 
Michael Keller, Michigan AFL-CIO, opposes HB 5185 and SB 806. 
Jonathan Byrd, representing the Michigan Laborers District Council, opposes SB 806. 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting 
at 11:54 a.m. 
 
____________________________________________                                                                                        
Representative Wayne Schmidt, Chair 
House Standing Committee on Commerce 
Malika Abdul-Basir 

Committee Clerk 

517-373-7256 
1 Hour and 24 minutes 
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