
 

HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
EDUCATION 

 
Wednesday, January 25, 2012   9:00 a.m.         519 House Office Building 
 
Representative McMillin, Chair, called the meeting to order. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives McMillin, Hooker, Crawford, Franz, Heise, Nesbitt, 
O'Brien, Price, Shaughnessy, Yonker, Lyons, Bumstead, Brown, Darany, Howze, Hobbs, 
Rutledge, Stallworth and Geiss. 
 
Representative Franz moved to approve the minutes of the January 18, 2012 meeting. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid SB 619, SB 621, SB 622, SB 623, SB 709, and SB 710 before the committee. 
 
SB 619 Colbeck Education; public school academies; certain requirements and 

limitations on authorizing cyber schools; revise. 
 
SB 621 Hansen School aid; other; conditions under which public school may 

receive school aid for instruction provided to nonpublic school 
students at nonpublic school site; revise. 

 
SB 622 Emmons Education; students; dual enrollment eligibility; modify in 

postsecondary options act. 
 
SB 623 Emmons Education; students; dual enrollment eligibility; modify in career 

and technical preparation act. 
 
SB 709 Emmons Education; students; dual enrollment opportunities for high school 

students in career and technical preparation programs; expand to 
nonpublic school and home school students. 

 
SB 710 Emmons Education; students; dual enrollment opportunities for high school 

students in certain postsecondary institutions; expand to nonpublic 
school and home-schooled students. 

 
The following testified on SB 619. 
 
Dan Quisenberry, representing Michigan Association of Public School Academies (support) 
Tom Watkins, representing himself (support) 
Steve Slifko, representing himself and family (support) 
Jerry Johnson and Debra Harman, representing the Genesee ISD (oppose) 
Laurie Giradrot, representing herself (support) 



 
Kathleen Merry, representing the Wayne RESA, submitted a testimony card indicating 
opposition to SB 619 but did not wish to speak. 
 
The following submitted testimony cards indicating support for SB 619 but did not wish to 
speak. 
 
Janelle Stevens, representing the Michigan Virtual Charter Academy Teachers 
Jesica Wileken, representing her family 
Sara Ferguson, representing the Michigan Virtual Charter Academy Teachers 
Stephen Smith, representing her family 
Sandy Smith, representing the Michigan Virtual Charter Academy Teachers 
Cathie Green, representing the Green Family 
Krystal Morris, representing the Michigan Virtual Charter Academy 
Charlotte Shiffev, representing the Michigan Virtual Charter Academy 
Andy Solon, representing Students First 
 
The following submitted testimony cards indicating they would like to speak to SB 619 but 
because of time the chair asked that they come back at a later date. 
 
Beth DeShove, representing the GLEP Education Fund (support) 
David Schmidt, representing the Connections Academy (support) 
Debbie Squires, representing the Elementary & Middle School Principals (oppose) 
Chris Stephens, representing the Hopkins Public Schools (oppose) 
Lynn Johnson, representing the Bangor Public Schools (oppose) 
Stephanie Hargens, representing the Michigan Virtual Charter Academy (support) 
Amelia O'Brian, representing the Michigan Virtual Charter Academy (support) 
 
The following submitted written comments. 
 
Jerry Johnson, representing the Genesee ISD 
Karen McPhee, representing the Ottawa Area ISD 
Tom Watkins, representing himself 
 
With no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting, the 
time being 10:30 a.m. 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Representative Tom McMillin, Chair     David Mead 

Acting Committee Clerk 
January 25, 2012 

________________________________    1 hour 30 minutes 
Date Approved and Signed 
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