
 
 

 

HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
EDUCATION 

 
Wednesday, February 1, 2012   9:00 a.m.         519 House Office Building 
 
Representative McMillin, Chair, called the meeting to order. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives McMillin, Hooker, Crawford, Franz, Heise, Nesbitt, 
O'Brien, Price, Shaughnessy, Yonker,  Lyons, Bumstead, Brown, Darany, Howze, Hobbs, 
Rutledge, Stallworth, and Geiss. 
 
Representative Lyons moved to approve the minutes of the January 25, 2012 meeting. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid SB 619, SB 621, SB 622, SB 623, SB 709, and SB 710 before the committee. 
 
SB 619 Colbeck Education; public school academies; certain requirements and limitations 

on authorizing cyber schools; revise. 
 
SB 621 Hansen School aid; other; conditions under which public school may receive 

school aid for instruction provided to nonpublic school students at 
nonpublic school site; revise. 

 
SB 622 Emmons Education; students; dual enrollment eligibility; modify in postsecondary 

options act. 
 
SB 623 Emmons Education; students; dual enrollment eligibility; modify in career and 

technical preparation act. 
 
SB 709 Emmons Education; students; dual enrollment opportunities for high school 

students in career and technical preparation programs; expand to 
nonpublic school and home school students. 

 
SB 710 Emmons Education; students; dual enrollment opportunities for high school 

students in certain postsecondary institutions; expand to nonpublic 
school and home-schooled students. 

 
Lynn Johnson, representing Bangar Public Schools, testified in opposition to SB 619.* 
 
Chris Stephens, representing Hopkins Public Schools, testified in opposition to SB 619. 
 
Lawrence Wells, representing Ferris State University, Charter Schools Office, testified in support 
of SB 619.* 



Mike Paskewicz, representing Northview Public Schools, testified in opposition to SB 619.* 
 
Peter Groff, representing himself, testified in support of SB 619. 
 
The committee went at ease at 10:20 a.m. 
 
The committee reconvened at 10:30 a.m. in room 326 of the House Office Building. 
 
John Chandler, representing himself, testified in support of SB 619 with changes.* 
 
Debbie Squires, representing Michigan Elementary and Middle School Principals, testified in 
opposition to SB 619. 
 
Stephen and Sandy Smith, representing themselves, testified in support of SB 619. 
 
Thomas Svitkovich, representing the Tri County Alliance for Public Education, testified in 
opposition to SB 619. 
 
Stephanie Hargens, representing the Michigan Virtual Charter Academy, testified in support of 
SB 619. 
 
The following people submitted testimony cards in opposition to SB 619, but did not wish to 
speak: 
 
Lisa Hansknecht, representing the Michigan Department of Education, 
Richard Weigel, representing Niles Community Schools, 
Glen Taylor, representing WAY Program, 
Peter Spadafore, representing the Michigan Association of School Boards, 
Judy Allen, representing Oakland Schools, 
Robert LeFevre, representing the Macomb Intermediate School District. 
 
The following people submitted testimony cards in support of SB 619, SB 621, SB 622, SB 623, 
SB 709, and SB 710, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Beth DeShane, representing GLEP Education Fund, 
Alicia Urbain, representing the Michigan Association of  Public School Academies. 
 
The following people submitted testimony cards in support of SB 619, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Shawn O'Grady, representing the O'Grady family, 
Michel Rashad, representing herself. 
 
With no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting, the 
time being 11:35 a.m. 
 
 



 
________________________________ 
Representative Tom McMillin, Chair     Ben Cook 

Committee Clerk 
bcook@house.mi.gov 
February 1, 2012 

________________________________    2 hours 35 minutes 
Date Approved and Signed 
 
 
* indicates written material submitted. 
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