
 
 

 

HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
EDUCATION 

 
Wednesday,  March 14, 2012    9:15 a.m.         519 House Office Building 
 
Representative Lisa Posthumus Lyons, Chair, called the meeting to order. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Lyons, Hooker, Crawford, McMillin, Franz, Heise, 
Nesbitt, O'Brien, Price, Shaughnessy, Yonker, Bumstead, Brown, Darany, Howze, Hobbs, Rutledge, 
and Geiss. 
 
Representative Hooker moved to approve the minutes of the March 7, 2012 meeting. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Representative Brown moved to excuse absent members. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED:  Representative Stallworth. 
 
Representative Brown moved to approve the change of the normal meeting time to 9:15 a.m. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 15-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Lyons, Hooker, Crawford, McMillin, Franz, Heise, Nesbitt, 
O'Brien, Price, Shaughnessy, Yonker, Brown, Darany, Rutledge, and Geiss,   
 Nays:  None, 
 Pass:  None. 
 
The Chair laid HCR 46 before the committee. 
 
HCR 46 Pettalia A concurrent resolution to memorialize Congress to reconsider cuts to 

vocational education. 
 
Representative Pettalia testified in support of HCR 46. 
 
Representative O'Brien moved to report out HCR 46 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 15-0-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Lyons, Hooker, Crawford, Franz, Heise, Nesbitt, O'Brien, Price, 
Shaughnessy, Yonker, Brown, Darany, Howze, Rutledge, and Geiss,   



 Nays:  None, 
 Pass:  Representative McMillin. 
 

HCR 46 reported out with recommendation. 
 
The Chair laid HR 111, HR 112, and HB 5040 before the committee. 
 
HR 111 Haveman A resolution to memorialize the President and the United States 

Congress to enact legislation protecting the rights of conscience of 
students seeking counseling degrees and licensed professional 
counselors. 

 
HR 112 Haveman A resolution to urge Michigan's public universities to adopt policies 

to protect the rights of students in counseling, social work, or 
psychology programs who are faced with situations that conflict with 
their religious beliefs. 

 
HB 5040 Haveman Higher education; education programs; education programs for 

counselors, social workers, and psychologists; prohibit discrimination 
against students for sincerely held religious beliefs. 

 
Emily Diendorf, representing Equality Michigan, testified in opposition to HR 111, HR 112, and HB 
5040.* 
 
Noah Smith, representing the Michigan Counselors Association, testified in opposition to HB 5040. 
 
Dan Jarvis, representing Michigan Family Forum, testified in support of HB 5040. 
 
The following people submitted testimony cards in opposition to HB 5040, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Mary Pollack, representing the Michigan National Organization for Women, 
Mia McNeil from Kelly Cawthorne, representing the Michigan School Counselors Association, 
Cami Pendell, representing the Michigan School of Professional Psychology. 
 
Representative McMillin offered and moved to adopt the following amendments to HB 5040: 
 
 1. Amend page 1, line 3, after "public" by striking out "or private". 
 
 2. Amend page 1, line 7, after "goals" by inserting a comma and "outcomes, or 
behaviors". 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 13-5-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Lyons, Hooker, Crawford, McMillin, Franz, Heise, Nesbitt, 
O'Brien, Price, Shaughnessy, Yonker, Bumstead, and Rutledge,   
 Nays:  Representatives Brown, Darany, Howze, Hobbs, and Geiss, 
 Pass:  None. 
 



 
Representative Shaughnessy offered and moved to adopt the following amendment to HB 5040: 
 
 1. Amend page 1, line 8, after "belief" by striking out " by striking out "or moral 
conviction". 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 12-0-6. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Lyons, Hooker, Nesbitt, O'Brien, Price, Shaughnessy, Bumstead, 
Brown, Howze, Hobbs, Rutledge, and Geiss,   
 Nays:  None, 
 Pass:  Representatives Crawford, McMillin, Franz, Heise, Yonker, and Darany. 
 
Representative Hooker moved to report out HB 5040 as substitute (H-1) with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 12-6-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Lyons, Hooker, Crawford, McMillin, Franz, Heise, Nesbitt, 
O'Brien, Price, Shaughnessy, Yonker, and Bumstead,   
 Nays:  Representatives Brown, Darany, Howze, Hobbs, Rutledge, and Geiss, 
 Pass:  None. 
 

HB 5040 (H-1) reported out with recommendation. 
 
The Chair laid HB 5392 before the committee. 
 
HB 5392 O'Brien School aid; other; counting of pupil instruction time for virtual learning 

courses; revise. 
 
Representative O'Brien testified in support of 5392. 
 
With no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting, the time 
being 10:30 a.m. 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Representative Lisa Posthumus Lyons, Chair    Ben Cook 

Committee Clerk 
bcook@house.mi.gov 
March 14,  2012 

________________________________    1 hour 15 minutes 
Date Approved and Signed 
 
* indicates written material submitted. 
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